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THE REV. J. n. C. 

OF 

**♦♦♦* PENNSYLVANIA. 



The kind and disinterested manner in 
whicH you have furnished the materials of 
the following tale, merits a pubUc acknow- 
ledgment. As your reluctance to appear be- 
fore the world, however, imposes a restraint, 
you must receive such evidence of gratitude, 
as your own prohibition will allow. 

Notwithstanding there are so many stri- 
king and deeply interesting events in the 
early history of those from whom you derive 
your being, yet are there hundreds of other 
families in this country, whose traditions, 
though less accurately and minutely preserv- 
ed than the little narrative you have submit- 
ted to my inspection, would supply the mate- 
rials of many moving tales. You have every 
reason to exult in your descent, for, surely, 
if any man may claim to be a citizen and 
a proprietor in the Union, it is one, that, like 
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yourself, can point to a line of ancestors 
whose origin is lost in the obscurity of time. 
You are truly an American. In your eyes, 
we of a brief century or two, must appear as 
little more than denizens quite recently ad- 
mitted to the privilege of a residence. That 
you may continue to enjoy peace and hap- 
piness, in that land where your fathers so 
long flourished, is the sincere wish of your 
obliged friend, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



At this distant period^ when Indian traditions are 
listened to with the interest that we lend to the events 
of a dark age, it is not easy to convey a vivid image of 
the dangers and privations that our ancestors encoun- 
tered, in preparing the land we enjoy for its present 
state of security and abundance* It is the humble object 
of the tale that will be found in the succeeding pages, 
to perpetuate the recollection of some of the practices 
and events peculiar to the early days of our history. 

The general character of the warfare pursued by the 
natives is too well known to require any preliminary 
observations ; but it may be advisable to direct the at- 
tention of the reader, for a few moments, to those lead- 
ing circumstances in the history of the times, that may 
have some connexion with the principal business of the 
legend. 

The territory which now compbses the three states 
of Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode-Island, is said, 
by the best-informed of our annalists, to have been 
formerly occupied by four great nations of Indians, who 
were, as usual, subdivided into numberless dependent 
tribes. Of these people, the Massachusetts possessed 
a large portion of the land which now composes the 
state of that name ; the Wampanoags dwelt in what was 
once the Colony of Plymouth, and in the northern dis- 
tricts of the Providence Plantations ; the Nafragansetts 
held the well-known islands of the beautiful bay which 
receives its name from their nation, and the more south- 
ern counties of the Plantations ; while th6 Pequots, or, 
as it is ordinarily written and pronounced, the Pequods« 
1* 
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were masters of a broad region that lay along the west- 
ern boundaries of the three other districts. 

There is great obscurity thrown around the polity of 
the Indians, who usually occupied the country lying 
near the sea. 

The Europeans, accustomed to despotic governments, 
very naturally supposed that the chiefs, found in pos- 
session of power, were mbnarchs to whom authority 
had been transmitted in virtue of their birth-rights. 
They consequently gave them the name of kings. 

How far this opinion of the governments of the abo- 
rigines was true remains a question, though there is 
certainly reason to thinTc it less erroneous in respect to 
the tribes of the Atlantic states, than to those who have 
since been found further west, where, it is sufficiently 
known, that institutions exist which approach much 
nearer to republics than to monarchies. It may, how- 
ever, have readily happened that the son', profiting by 
the advantages of hfs situation, often succeeded to the 
authority of tne father, by the aid of influence, when 
the established reflations of the tribe acknowledged 
no hereditary claim. Let the principle of the descent 
of power be what it would, it is certain the experience 
of_our ancestors proves, that, in very many instances, 
the child was seen to occupy the station formerly filled 
by the father; and, that in most of those situations of 
emergency, in which a people so violent were often 
placed, the authority he exercised was as summary as it 
was general. The appellation of Uncas came, like those 
of the Caesars and Pharoahs, to be a sort of synonyme 
for chief with the Mohegans, a tribe* of the Pequods, 
among whom several warriors of this name were known 
to govern in due succession. The renowned Metacom, 
or, as he is better known to the whites. King Philip, 
was certainly the son of Massassoit, the Sachem of the 
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Wampanoa^ that the emigrants found in authority 
when they landed on the rock of Plymouth. Miantoni- 
moh,«the daring but hapless rival of that Uncas who 
ruled the whole of the Pequod nation, was succeeded 
in authority, among the Narragansetts, by his not less 
heroic and enterprising son, Conanchet ; and, even at a 
much later day, we find instances of this transmission 
of power, which furnish strong reasons for believing 
that the order of ^uoeession was in the direct line of 
blood. 

The early annak of our history are not ^wanting in 
touching and noble examples of savage heroism. Vir- 
ginia has its legend of the powerful Powhatan and his 
magnanimous daughter, the ill-requited Pocahontas ; 
and the chronicles of New-England are filled with the 
bold designs and daring enterprises of Miantonimoh, 
of Metacom, and of Conanqhet. All the last-named 
warriors proved themselves worthy of better fates, dying 
in a cause and in a manner, that, had it been their for- 
tunes to have lived in a more advanced state of society, 
would have enrolled their names among the worthies of 
the age. • 

The first serious war, to which the settlers of New- 
England were exposed, was the struggle with the Pe- 
quods. This people was subdued after a fierce conflict; 
and fr5m. being enemies, all, who were not either slain 
or sent into distant slavery, were glad to become the 
^auxiliaries of their conquerors. This contest occurred 
within less than twenty years after the Puritans had 
sought refuge in America. 

There is reason to believe that Metacom foresaw the 
fate of his own people, in the humbled fortunes of the 
Pequods. Though his father had been the earliest and 
constant friend of the whites, it is probable that the 
Puritans owed some portion of this ^niity to a tiire 
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necessity. We are told that a terrible malady had raged 
among the Wampanoags but a short time before the 
arrival of the emigrants, and that their numbers had 
been fearfully reduced by its ravages. Some authors 
have hinted at the probability of this disease having 
been the yellow fever, whose visitations are known to 
be at uncertain, and, apparently, at very distant inter- 
vals. Whatever might have been the cause of this 
destruction of his people, Massassoit is believed to have 
been induced, by the consequences, to cultivate the 
alliance of. a nation, who could protect him against the 
attacks of his ancient and less afflicted foes. But the 
son appears to have viewed the increasing influence of 
the whites with eyes more jealous than those of the 
father. He passed the morning of his life in maturing 
his great plan for the destruction of the strange race, 
and his later years were spent in abortive attempts to 
put this bold design in execution. His restless activity 
in plotting the confederation against the English, his 
fierce and ruthless manner of waging the war, his de- 
feat, and his deaths are too well known to require repe- 
tition. 

There is also a wild and romantic interest thrown 
about the obscure history of a Frenehnian of that period. 
This man is said to have been an officer of rank in the 
service of his king, and to have belonged to the privi- 
leged class which then monopolized all the dignities 
and emoluments of the kingdom of France. The tradi- 
tions, and even the written annals of the first century 
of our possession of America, connect the Baron de la 
Castine with the Jesuits, who were thought to entertain 
views of converting the savages to Christianity, not 
unmingled with the desire of establishing a more tem- 
poral dominion over their minds* It is, however, diffi^ 
cult to say whether taste, or religion, or policy, or 
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necessity, induced this nobleman to quit the saloons of 
Paris for the wilds of the Penobscot. It is merely 
known that he passed the greater part of his life on that 
river, in a rude fortress that was then called a palace; 
that he had many wives, a numerous progeny, and that 
he possessed a great influence over most of the tnbes 
that dwelt in his vicinity. He is also believed to have 
been the instrument of furnishing the savages, who 
were h'estile to the English, with ammunition, and with 
weapons of a more deadly character than those used in 
their earlier wars. In whatever degree he may have 
participated in the plan to exterminate the Puritans, 
death prevented him from assisting in the final effort of 
Metacom* 

The Narragansetts are often mentioned in these 
pages. A few years before the period at which the tale 
commences, Miantonimoh had waged a ruthless war 
against Uncas, the Pequod or Mohegan chief. Fortune 
favored the latter, who, probably assisted by his civilized 
allies, not only overthrew the bands of the other, but 
succeeded in capturing the person of bis enemy. The 
chief of the Narragahsetts lost his life, through the agen- 
cy of the whites, on the place that is now known by the 
iq)pellation of " the Sachem's plain." 

It remains only to throw a little light on the leading 
incidents of the war of King Philip. The first blow 
was struck in June, 1675, rather more than half a cen- 
tury after the English first landed in New-England, and 
just a century before blood was drawn in the contest 
which separated the colonies from the mother country. 
The scene was a settlement near the celebrated Mount 
Hope, in Rhode-Island, where Metacom and his father 
had both long held their councils. From this point, 
bloodshed and massacre extended along the whole fron- 
tier of New-England. Bodies ©f horse and foot were 
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enrolled to meet the foe, and towns were burnt, and 
lives were taken by both parties, with little, and often 
with no respect for age, condition, or sex. 

In no struggle with the native owners of the soil was 
the growing power of the whites placed in so great 
jeopardy, as in this celebrated contest with King Philip. 
The venerable historian of Connecticut estimates the 
loss of lives at nearly one-tenth of the whole number 
of the fighting men, and the destruction of houses and 
other edifices to have been in an equal proportion. One 
family in every eleven, throughout all New-England^ 
was burnt out; As the colonists nearest the sea were 
exempt from the danger, an idea may be formed, from 
this calculation, of the risk and sufieringa of those who 
dwelt in more exposed situations. Hie Indians did not 
escape without retaliation. The principaL^ations^^jd- 
ready mentioned, were so mtich reduced as never after- 
wards to ofier any serious resistance to the whites, who 
have since converted the whole of their ancient hunting- 
grounds into the abodes of civilized man. Metacom, 
Miantonimoh, and Conanchet, with their warriors, have 
become the heroes of song and legend* while ^e de» 
sceiidants of those who laid waste their dominions, and 
destroyed their race, are yielding a tardy" tribute to the 
Ifigh daring and savage grandeur of their characters. 
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CHAPTER I. 

** I may disjoin my hand, but not my faitli." 

Shakspbare. 

THE incidents of this tale must be sought in a 
remote period of the annals of America. A colony 
of self-devoted and pious refugees from religious 

Eersecution had landed on the rock of Plymouth, 
38S than half a century before the time at which 
the narrative commences ; and they, and their de- 
scendants, had already transformed many a broad 
waste of wilderness into smiling fields and cheerful 
Tillages. The labors of the emigrants had been 
chieny limited to the country on the coast, which, 
by its proximity to the waters that rolled between 
them and Europe, afibrded the semblance of a con- 
nexion with the land of their forefathers and the 
distant abodes of civilization. But enterprise, and \ 
a desire to search for still more fertile domains, to- 
gether with the temptation offered by the vast and 
unknown regions that lay along their western and 
northern borders, had induced many bold adventu- 
rers to penetrate n(iore deeply into tha forests. The 
precise spot, to which we desire to transport the 
imagination of the reader, was one of these estab- 
lishments of what may, not inaptly, be called the 
forlorn-hope, in the march of civilization through 
the country. 

So little was then known of the great outlines •■' ^ 
of the American coltinent, that, when the Lords ' * 
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Say and Seal, and Bit>oke> e^fthectedwith a few 
associates, obtained a grant of the territory which 
now composes the state of Connecticut, the King of 
England affixed his name to a patent, which con- 
stituted them proprietors of a country that should 
extend from the shores of the Atlantic to those 
of the South Sea. Notwithstanding the apparent 
hopelessness of ever subduing, or of ^ven occupying 
a territory like this, emigrants from the mother 
colony of Massachusetts were found ready to com- 
mence the Herculean labor, within fifteen years 
from the day when they had first put foot upon the 
well-known rock itselL The fort of Say-Broeke, 
the towns of Windsor, Hartford, and New- Haven, 
soon sprang into existence, and, from that period to 
this, the little community, which then had birth, 
has been steadily, calmly, and prosperously advanc- 
ing in its career, a model of order and reason, and 
the Mve from which swarms of industrious, hardy 
and enlightened yeomen have since spread them- 
selves over a surface so vast, as to create an im^ 
pression that they still aspire to th^ possession of 
the immense regions included in their original grant. 
Among the religionists, whom disgust of persecu- 
tion had early driven into the voluntary exile of 
the colonies, was* more than an usual proportion of 
men of character and education. The reckless arwi 
the gay, younger sons, soldiers unemployed, and 
students from the inny of court, early sought ad- 
vancement and adventure in the more southern 
provinces, wber« slaves offered impunity from labor, 
and where war, with a bolder and more stirring 
policy, oftener gave rise to scenes of excitement, 
and, of course, to the exercise of the faculties best 
suited to their habits and dispositions. The more 
grave, and the religiously -disposed, found refuge in 
i0hi colonies of New-England. Thither a multitude 
of private gentlemen transferred their fortunes and 
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their families, imparting a character ofintelligence 
and a moral elevation to the <;ountry, whicbat has 
nohly sustained to the present hour« 

The nature of the civil wars in England had en- 
listed manj men of deep and sincere piety in the 
profession of arms. Some of them had retired to 
the colonies before the troubles o( the mother coun- 
try reached their crisis, and others continued to 
arrive, throughout the whole period of their exist- 
ence, until the restoration; wnen crowds of those 
who had been disaffected to the house of Stuart 
sought the security of these distant possesions. 

A stem, fanatical soldier, of the name of Heath- 
cote, had been among the first of his class, to throw 
aside the sword for the implements of industry 
peculiar to the advancement of a newly-established 
country. How far the influence of a young wife 
may have afiected his decision it is not germane to 
our present object to con^der, though the records, 
frpm which the matter we are about to relate is 
gleaned, give reason to suspect that he tlK>ught his 
domestic harmony 4vouId not be less secure in the 
wilds of the new world, than among the companions 
with whom im earlier associirtions would naturally 
have brought him in commution. 

Like himself, his consort was born of one of those 
families, which^ takipg their rise in the franklii^ of 
the times of the Edwards and Henrys, had become 
posgfigsors of hereditary landed estates, that, by their 
graHklly-increasing value, it^ elevated them to 
the station pf smaU country gentlemen. In most 
other nations of Europe, they would have been rated 
in the class of the "gcftte nobksse. But the domestic 
happiness of Capt. Heathcote was doomed to receive 
a iatal blow, from a quarter where circumstances 
had given him but little reason to apprehend dan- 
ger. The very day he landed in the long-wish«i^'< 

Vol. I. 2 . ' ^ 
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j(br asylum» his wife made him the father of a no- 
ble boy, a gift that she bestowed at the meFancholy 
price of her own existence. Twenty years the senior 
of the woman who had followed his fortunes to these 
distant regions, the retired warrior had always con- 
sidered it to be perfectly and absolutely within the 
order of things, that he himself was to be the first 
to pay the debt of nature. While the visions which 
Captain Heathcote entertained of a future world 
were sufficiently vivid and distinct, there is reason 
to think they were seen through a tolerably long 
vista of quiet and comfortable enjoyment in this. 
Though the calamity cast an additional aspect of 
seriousness over a character that was already more 
than chastened by the subtleties of sectarian doc- 
trines, he was not of a nature to be unmanned by 
any vicissitude of human fortune. He lived on, 
useful and unbending in his habits, a pillar of strength 
in the way of wisdom and courage to the immediate 
neighborhood among whom he resided, but reluc- 
tant from temper, and from a disposition which had 
been shadowed by withered happiness, to enact that 
part in the public affiiirs of the little state, to which 
his comparative wealth and previous habits might 
well have entitled him to aspire. He gave his son 
such an education as his own resources and those of 
the infant colony of Massachusetts afibrded, and, by 
a sort of delusive piety, into whose merits we have 
no desire to look, he thought he had also furnkhed 
a commendable evid^tyre of his oWn desperaWre- 
• signation to the will of Providence, in causing him 
to be publicly christened by the name of Content. 
His own baptismal appellation was Mark; as indeed 
had been that of most of his ancestors, for two or 
three centuries. When the world was a little up- 
permost in his thoughts, as sometimes happens with 
Oj^ most humbled spirits, he had even been heard 
^ TO speak of a Sir Mark of his family, who had rid- 
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den a knigbt in the train of one of the more warlike 
kings of his native land. 

There is some ground for helieving, that the great 
parent of .evil early looked with a malignant eye 
on the example of peacefulness, and of unbending 
morality, that the colonists of New-England were 
setting to the rest of Christendom. At any rate, 
come from what quarter they might, schisms and 
doctrinal contentions arose among the emigrants 
themselves ; and men, who t<^ether had deserted 
the fire-sides of their forefathers in quest of Teli- 
gious peace, were ere long seen separating their 
fortunes, in order that each might enjoy, unmolest- 
ed, those peculiar shades of faith, which all had the 
presumption) no less than the folly, to believe were 
necessary to propitiate tlie omnipotent and merciful 
father of the universe. If our task were one of 
theology, a wholesome moral on the vanity, no less 
than on the absurdity of the race, might be here 
introduced to some advantage. 

When Mark Heathcote announced to the commu- 
nity, in which he had now sojourned more than 
twenty years, that he intended for a second time 
to establish his^ altars in the wilderness, in the hope 
that he and his household might worship God as to 
them seemed most right, the iptelligence was receiv- 
ed with a feeling allied to awe. Doctrine and zeal 
were momentanly forgotten, in the respect and at- 
tachment which* had been unconsciously created 
by the united influence of the stern severity of his 
air, and of the undeniable virtues of his practice. 
The elders of the settlement coMmuned with him 
freely and in charity ; but the voice of conciliation 
and alliance came too late. He listened to the rea- 
sonings of the ministers, who were assembled from 
all the adjoining parishes, in sullen respect ; and he 
joined in the petitions for light and instcuction, that 
were offer^ up on the occasicm, with the deep rev- 
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^rence with which he ever drew near to the foot- 
stool of the Almighty ; hut he did both in a temper 
into which too much positiveness of spiritual pride 
had entered* to open hi^ heart to that sympathy 
and charity, which, as they are the characteristics 
of pur mild and forbjearing doctrines, should be the 
study of those who profesa to follow their precepts. 
All that was seen^ly,^ and all that was usual, were 
done ; but the purpose of the stubborn ^ctarian 
remained unchanged. His final decision is worthy 
of being recorded. 

" My youth was wasted in ungodlineas and igno- 
rance," he said, "but in my manhood have I known 
the Ixrrd. Near two-score years have I toiled for 
the truthi and all that weary time have I past in 
trimming my lamp9, lest, Uke the foolish virgins, I 
should be csmght unprepared ; and now, when my 
loins are girded and my race is nearly run, shall I 
become a backslider and falsifier of the word? Much 
have I endured, as you know, in quitting the earthly 
mansion of my iathers, tmd in encountering the dan- 
gers of sea and land for the faith ; and, rather than 
let go its hold, will I once more cheerfully devote 
to the howling wilderness, e^se, offspring, and, should 
it be the will of Providence, life itself!" 

The day of parting was one of unfeigned atid 
general sorrow. Notwithstanding the austerity of 
the old man's character, an<} the nearly unbending 
Severity of his brow, the milk of human kindness 
had often been seen dfetilling from his stern nature 
in acts that did not admit of misinterpretation. 
There was 'scarcely a young beginner in the labo- 
rious and ill-requited husbandry of the township he 
inhabited, a district at no time considered either 
profitable or fertile, who could not recall some secret 
and kind aid which had flowed from a hand that, 
to the worjd, seemed clenched in cautious and re- 
served frugality ; nor did any of the faithful of his 
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vicinity cast tJbeir fortunes together in wedlock, 
without receiving from him evidence of an interest 
in their worldly happiness, that was far more sub- 
stantial than words.. 

On the morning when the vehicles, groaning with 
the household goods of Mark Heathcote, were seen 
quitting his door, and taking the road which led to 
the sea-side, not a human being, of sufficient age, 
within many jniles of his residence, was absent from 
the interesting spectacle. The leave-taking, as 
usual on all serious occasions, was preceded by a 
hjmn and prayer, and then the sternly-minded 
adventurer embraced his neighbors, with a mien, 
in which a subdued exterior > struggled fearfully 
and strangely with emotions that, more than once, 
threatened to break through even the formidable 
barriers of his acquired manner. The inhabitants 
of every building on the road were in the open air, 
to receive and to return the parting benediction. 
More than once, they, who guided his teams, were 
commanded to halt, and all near, possessing human 
aspirations and human responsibility, were collected 
to offer petitions in favor of him v 
of those who remained. The re< 
privileges were some wnat. light ai 
askings in behalf of intellectual a 
were long, fervent, and oft-repeate 
teristic manner did one of the iSrst 
to the new wprld make his secc 
scenes of renewed bodily sufierii 
danger. 

Neither person nor property waj 
place to place, in this country, at 
seventeenth century, with the d 
the facilities of the present time, 
necessarily few and short, and communication by 
water was irregular, tardy, and far from commodi- 
ous. A wide barrier of forest lying between that 
2* 
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e>rtk>n of Massachusetts-bay from which Mark 
eathcote emigrated, and the spot, near the Con- 
necticut river, to which it was his intention to pro- 
ceed, he was induced to adopt the latter mode of 
conveyance. But a long delay intervened between 
the. time when he commenced his short journey to 
the coast, and the hour when he was finally enabled 
to- embark. During this detention he and his house- 
hofd sojourned anwwig the godly-minded of the 
narrow peninsnla, where there already existed the 
germ of a flourishing town, and where the spires 
of a noble and picturesque city now elevate them- 
selves above so many thousand roofs. 

The son did not leave the colony of his birth and 
the haunts of his youth, with the same unwavering 
obedience to the call of duty, as the father. " There 
was a fair, a youthful, and a gentle being in the 
recently-established town of Soston, of an age, 
station, opinions, fortunes, and, what was of still 

frjeater importance, of sympathies suited to his own. 
[er form had long mingled vdth those holy images, 
which his stern instruction taught him to keep most 
familiarly before the mirror of his thoughts. It is 
not slirprising, then, that the youth hailed the delay 
as propitious to his wishes, pr that he turned it to 
the account, which the promptings of a pure affec- 
tion so naturally suggested. He was united to the 
gentle Ruth Harding only the week before the 
" on his second pilgrimage, 
ir intention to dwell on the incidents of 
Though the genius of an extraor- 
had discovered the world which was 
ig to fill with civilized men, navigation 
was not brilliant in accomplishments, 
imong the shoals of Nantucket must 
3ne of actual danger, no less than of 
he ascent of the Connecticut itself was 
an exploit worthy of being mentioned. In due time 
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^ the adventurers Iande(} at the EagUsh fort oAIJart- 
ford, where they tarried for a season, in order to 
obtain rest and spiritual comfi»rt. But the peculi* 
arity of doctrine, on which Mark Heathcote laid so 
n}uch stress, was one that rendered it advisable for 
him to retire still further from the haunts of men. 
Accompanied hy a few followers, he proceeded on 
an exploring expedition, and the end of the summer 
found him once more established on an estate that 
he had acquired by t|ie usual simple forms practised 
in the coloniea, and at the triflii^ cost for whicji 
extensive districts were then set apart as the prop- 
erty of individuals. 

The love of the things of this life, while it cer- 
tainly existed, was far from being predominant ij^ 
the affections of the Puritan. He was frugal from 
Iiabit and principle, more than from an undue 
longing after worldly wealth. He contented himself, 
therefore, with acquiring, an estate that should be 
valuable, rather from its quality and beauty, than 
from its extent. Many such places ofiered them- 
selves, between the settlements of Weathersfield 
and Hartford, and that imaginary line which sep- 
arated the possessions of the colony he had quitted, 
from those of the one he joined. He made his loca- 
tion, as it is termed in the language of the country, 
near the northern boundary ^f the latter. This 
spot, by the aid of an expenditure that might have 
been considered lavish for the country and the age, 
of some lingering of taste, which even the self- 
denying and subdued habits of his later life had 
not entirely extinguished, and of great natural 
beauty in the distribution of land, water and woodi 
the emigrant contrived to convert into an abode, 
that was not more desirable for its retirement from 
the temptations of the \¥ortd, than for its rural 
loveliness. " 

After this memorable act of conscientious self- 
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devotkni, years passed away in quiet, amid a species 
of negative prosperity. Rumors from the ofd w6rld 
reached the ears of the tenants of this secluded 
settlement, months after the events to which they 
referred were elsewhere forgotten, and tumults and 
wars in the sister colonies came to their knowledge 
only at distant and tardy intervals. In the mean 
time, the limits of the colonial establishments were 
gradually extending themselves, and valleys were 
beginning to Jbe cleared nearer and nearer to their 
own. OH age had now begun to make some visible 
impression on the iron frame of the Captain, and 
the fresh color of youth and health, with which his 
son had entered the forest, was giving way to the 
brown covering produced by exposure and toil. We 
say of toil, for, independently of the habits and 
opinions of the country, which strongly reprobated 
idleness, even in those most gifted by fortune, the 
daily difficulties of their situation, the chase, and 
the long and intricate passages that the veteran 
himself was compelled to adventure in the sur- 
rounding forest, partook largely of the nature of 
the term we have used. Ruth continued blooming 
and youthful, though maternal anxiety was soon 
added to her other causes of care. Still, for a long 
season, nought occurred to excite extraordinary 
regrets for the step they had taken, or to create 
particular uneasiness in behalf of the future. The 
borderers, for such by their frontier position they 
had in truth become, heard the strange and awful 
tidings of the dethronement of one king, of, the 
interregnum, as a reign of more than usual vigor 
and prospertty is called, and of the restoration of 
the' son of him who is strangely enough termed a 
martyr. To all these eventful and unwonted chances 
in the fortunes of kings, Mark Heathcote listened 
with deep and reverential submission to the will of 
him, in whose eyes crowns and sceptres are merely 
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the more costly baubles of the world. Like most of 
his contemporaries^ who had sought shelter in the 
western continent, his poHtic^ opinions, if not ab- 
solutely republican, had a leaning to liberty that 
was strongly in oppositiim Uy the doctrine of the 
divine rights of the monarch* while he had been 
too far removed from the stirring passions which 
had gradually excited those nearer to the throne, 
to lose their respect for its sanctity, and to sully 
its brightness with blood. When the transient and 
straggling visiters that, at long intervals, visited hk 
, settlement, spoke of the Protector, who for so many 
years ruled England with an iron hand, the eyes ^ 
the old man would gl^m with sudden and singular 
interest ; and once, when commenting after evening 
prayer on the vanity and the vicissitudes of this life, 
he acknowledged that the extraordinary individual^ 
who was, in substance if not in name, seated on the 
throne of the Plantagenets, had been the boon 
companion and ungodly associate of many of his 
youtnful hours. Tl^en would follow a long, whole- 
some, extemporaneous hpmily on the idleness of 
setting the affections on the things of life, ^d a 
half-suppressed, but still intelligible commendation 
of the wiser course which had led him to raise his 
own tabernacle in the wilderness, instead of weak- 
ening the chances of eternal glory by striving too 
much for the possession of the treacherous vanities 
of the world. 

'But even the gentle and ordinarily little observant 
Ruth might trace the kindling of the eye, the knit- 
ting of the brow, and the flushings of his pale and fur- 
rowed cheek, as the murderous conflicts of the civil 
wars became the themes of the ancient soldier's dis* 
course. There were moments when religious sub- 
mission, and we bad almost said religious precepts, 
were partially forgotten, as he explained to his at- 
tentive son and listening grandchild, jthe nature of 
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the onset, or the quality and dignity of the retreat. 
At such times, his still nervous hand would even 
wield the blade, in order to instruct the latter in its 
uses, and many a long winter evening was passed in 
thus indirectly teaching an art, that was so much at 
variance with the mandates of his divine master. 
The chastened soldier, however, never forgot to close 
iis instructicm with a petition extraordinary, in the 
customary prayer, that no descendant of his should 
ever take life from a being.unprepared to die, except 
in justifiable defence t>f his faith, his person, or his 
lawful rights. It must be admitted, that a liberal 
construction of the reserved privileges would leave 
sufficient matter, to exercise the subtlety of one 
subject to any extraordinary propensity to arms. 

Few opportunities were however oflFered, in their ' 
remote situation and with their peaceful habits, for 
the practice of a theory that had been taught in so 
many lessons. Indian alarms, as they were termed, 
were not unfrequent, but, as yet, they had never 

Sroduced more than terror in the bosoms of the gentle 
.uth aJid her young offspring. It is true, they had 
heard of travellers massacr^, and of families sep- 
arated by captivity, but, either by a happy fortune, 
or by more than ordinary prudence in the settlers 
who were established along that immediate frontier, 
the knife and the tomahawk had as yet been spar- 
ingly used in the colony of Connecticut. A threat- 
ening and dangerous struggle with the Dutch, in the 
adjoining province of New-Netherlands, had been 
averted by the foresight and moderation of the rulers 
of the new plantations ; and though a warlike and 
powerful native chief kept the neighboring colonies 
of Massachusetts and Khode-Island in a state of 
constant watchfulness, from the cause just mention- 
ed the apprehension of danger was greatly weak- 
ened in the breasts of those so remote as the indi- 
viduals who composed the family of our emigrant. 
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In this quiet manner did years glide by, the sur- 
rounding wilderness slowly reti-eating from the habi- 
tations of the Heathcotes, until they found them- 
selves in the possession of as many of the comforts 
of life, as their utter seclusion from the rest of the 
world could give them reason to expect. 

With this preliminary explanation, we shall refer 
the reader to the succeeding narrative for a more 
minute, and >ye hope for a more interesting account 
of the incidents of a legend that may prove too 
homely for the tastes of those, whose imaginations 
seek the excitement of scenes more stirring, or of a 
condition of life less natural. 



CHAPTER n. 

Sir, I do know yon ; 
And dare, open the warrant of my urt, 
CJommend a dear thing to you. 

KiNQ L£AR. 

At the precise time when the action ofour piece 
commences, a fine and fruitful season was drawing 
to a close. The harvests of the hay and of the 
smaller corns had long been over, ana the younger 
Heathcote with his laborers had passed a day in de- 
priving the luxuriant maize of its tops, in order to 
secure the nutritious blades for fodder, and to admit 
the sun and air to harden a grain, that is almost con- 
sidered the staple production of the region he in- 
habited. The veteran Mark had ridden among the 
workmen, during their light toil, as well to enjoy a 
sight which promised abundance to his flocks and 
herds, as to throw in, on occasion, some wholesome 
spiritual precept, in which doctrinal subtlety was 
far more prominent than the rules of practice. The 
hirelings of his son, for he had long since yielded the 
management of the estate to Content, w6re, with 
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out an excJeption, young men born in the countrj- 
and IcMig use and much training had accustomed 
them to a blending of religious exercises with most 
of the employments of life. They listened, there: 
fore, with respect, nor did an impious smile, or an 
impatient glance, escape the lightest-minded of their 
number, during his exhortations, though &e homi- 
lies of the old man were neither very brief, nor par- 
ticularly original. But devotion to the one great 
cause of their existence, austere habits, and unre- 
laxed industry in keeping alive a flame of zeal that 
had been kindled in the other hemisphere, to burn 
longest and brightest in this, hStd interwoven the 
practice mentioned with mosf of the opinions and 
pleasures of these metaphysical, though simple- 
minded people. The toil went on none the less 
cheerily for the extraordinary accompaniment, and 
Content himself, by a certain glimmering of super- 
stition, which appears to be the concomitant "of ex- 
cessive religious zeal, was fain to think that the sun 
shone more brightly on their labors, and that the 
earth gave forth more of its fruits, while these holy 
sentiments were flowing from the lips of a father 
whom he piously loved and deeply reverencedi 

But when the sun, usually at that season, in the . 
climate of Connecticut, a bright unshrouded ofb, 
fell towj^rds the tree-tops which bounded the western 
horizon, the old man began to grow weary with his 
own well-dmng. He therefore finished his discourse 
with a wholesome admonition to the youths to com- 
plete their tasks ^before they quitted the field; and, 
turning the head of his horse, he rode slowly, and 
with a musing air, towards the dwellings. It is prob- 
able that for some time the thoughts of Mark were 
occupied with the intellectual matter he had just 
been handling with so much power; but when bb 
little nag stopped of itself on a small eminence, 
which the crooked cow-path he was following cross- 
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ed, his mind yielded to the impression of m6re \f orldly 
and more sensible objects. As the scene, that drew 
his contemplations from so manj abstract theories . 
to the realitijes of life, was peculiar to the country, 
and is more or less connected vHth the subject of 
our tale, we shall endeavor briefly to describe it. 

A small tributary of the Connecticut divided the 
view into two nearly equal parts. The fertile flats 
that extended on each of its banks for more than a 
mile, had been early stripped of their burthen of 
forest, and they now lay in placid meadows, or in 
fields froih which the grain of th* season had lately 
disappeared, and over which the glow had already 
left the marks of riecent tillage. The whole of the 
plain, which ascended gently from the rivulet to- 
wards the forest, was subdivided in inclosures, by 
numberless fences, constructed in the rude but sub- 
stantial manner of the country. Rails, in which 
lightness and economy of wood had been but little 
consulted, lying in zigzag lines, like the approaches 
which the besieger makes in his cautious advance 
to the hostile fortress^, were piled on each other, 
until barriers seven or eight feet in height, were 
interposed to the inroads of vicious cattle. Inrone 
spot, a large square vacancy had been cut into the 
forest, and, though numberless stumps of trees dark« 
ened its surface, as indeed they did many of the 
fields on the flats themselves, bright, gr^en grain 
was sproutine forth, luxuriantly, from the rich and 
virgin soil. High against the side of an adjacent 
hill, that might aspire to be called a low rocky 
Dfiountain, a similar invasion had been made on the 
dominion of the trees; but caprice or convenience 
had induced an abandonment of the clearing, after 
it had ill requited the toil of felHng the timbfer by 
a single crop. In this spot, straggling, girdled, ai^ 
consequently dead trees, piles of logs, and black and 
charred stubs, were seen deforming the beauty of a 
Vol. I. 3 
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field, that would, otherwise,"have been striking from 
its deep setting in the woods. Much of the surface 
of this opening, top, was now concealed by bushes 
of what i9 termed the second growth ; though, here 
and there, places appeared, in which the luxuriant 
white clover, natural to the country, had followed 
the close grazing of the flocks. The eyes of Mark 
were bent, inquiringly, on this clearing, which, by 
an air line, might Imve been half a mile from the 
place where his horse had stopped, for the sounds 
of a dozen differently toned cow-bells were brought, 
on the still air of the evening, to his ears, from 
among its bushes. 

Tl^ evidences of civilization were the least 
equivocal, however, on and around a natural eleva- 
Hon in the land, which. arose so suddenly on the 
very bank of the stream, as to give to it the ap- 
pearance of a work of art. Wheflaer these mounds 
once existed everywhere on the face of the earth, 
and have disappeared before long tillage and labor, 
we shall not presume to conjecture ; but we have 
reason to think that they occur much .more fre- 
quently in certain pa rid of our own country, than 
in any other familiarly known to ordinary travel- 
lers ; unless perhaps it may be in some of the val- 
leys of Switzerland. The practised veteran had 
chosen the stimmit of this flattened cone, for the 
establishment of that species of military defence, 
which the situation of the country, and the charac- 
ter of the enemy he had to guard against, rendered 
advisable, as well as customary. 

The dwelling was of wood, and constructed of the 
ordinary frame-work, with its thin covering of • 
boards. It was long, low, and irregular ; bearing « 
• marks of having been reared at different periods, 
as the wants of an increasing family had required 
additional accommodation. It stood near the verge 
of the natural declivity, and on that side of the 
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hill wbere its base* was washed by the rivulet, a 
rude piazza stretching along the whole of its front 
and overiianging the stream. Several large, irreg- 
ular, and elumsj chimneys, rose out of differeut 
parts of the roofs, another proof that comfort, rather 
than taste, had been consulted in the disposition of 
the buildings. There were also two or three de 
tached offices on the summit of the hill, placed 
near the dwellings, and at points most convenient 
(or their several uses. A stranger might have re- 
marked that they were so disposed as to form, far 
as they went^ the diflerent sides of a hollow square. 
Notwithstanding the great length of the principal 
building, and the disposition of the more minute and 
detached parts, this desirable formation would not, 
however, have been obtained, were it not that two 
rows of rude constructions in logs, from which the 
bark had not even been stripped, served to eke out 
the parts that were deficient. These primeval edi- 
fices were used to contain various domestic articles, 
no less than provisions ; and they also furnished nu- 
merous lodging-rooms for the laborers and the infe- 
rior dependants of the farm. By the aid of a few 
strong and high gates of hewn timber, those parts 
of the buildings which had not been made to unite 
in the original construction, were sufficiently con- 
nected to oppose so many barriers against admissi^i 
into the inner court. 

But the building which was most conspicuous by 
its position, no less than by the singularity of its 
construction, stood on a low, artificial mound, in the 
centre of the quadrangle. It was high, hexagonal 
* in shape, and crowned with a roof that came to a 
point, and from whose peak rose ,a towering flag- 
staff. The foundation was of stone ; but, at the 
height of a man above the earth, the sides were 
made of massive, squared logs, firmly united by an 
ingenious combination of their ends, as well as by 
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perp^idicular supporters pinned closely into their 
sides. In this citadel, or block-house> as from its 
materials it was technically called, there were two 
difierent tiers^ of long, narrow loop-boles, but no 
regular windows. The rays of the setting sun, how- 
ever, glittered on one or two small openings in the 
roof, in which glass had been set, furnishing evidence 
that the summit of the building was s<^etimes used 
for other purposes than those of defence. 

About half-way ^p the sid«9 of the eminence, on 
which the dwelling stood, was an unbroken line of 
Ingh palisadoes, made of the bodies of young trees, 
firmly knit tc^etber by braces and horizontal pieces 
of timber, and evidently kept in a state of jealous 
and complete i*epair. The air of the whole of this 
frontier fortress was neat and comfortable, and, con- 
sidering that, the use of artillery was unknown to 
those forests, not unmilitary. , 

At no great distance from the base of the hill, 
stood the barns and the stables. They were sur- 
roimded by a vast range of rude but warm sheds, 
beneath which sheep and horned cattle were usually 
sheltered from the storms of the rigorous wintera 
of the cfimate. The surfaces of the meadows, im- 
mediately around the out-buildings, were of a smoother 
and richer sward, than those in the distance, and 
the fences were on a far more artificial, and perhaps 
durable, though scarcely on a more serviceable plan. 
A large orchard of some ten or fifteen years! growth, 
too, added greatly to the air of improvement, which 
put this smiling valley in such strong and pleasing 
contrast to the endless and nearly-untenanted woods 
by which it was envircMied. ' 

Of the interminable forest, it is not necessary to 
speak. With the solitary exception cm the moun- 
tain-side, and of here and there a wind-row, along 
which the trees had been uprooted, by the furious 
blasts that sometimes sweep ofi* acres of our trees 
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in a minute, the eye could find no other object tb 
study in the vast setting of this quiet rural picture, 
but the seemingly endless maze of wilderness. The 
broken surface of the land, however, limited the 
view to. an horizon of no great extent, though the 
art of man could scarcely devise colors so vivid, or 
so gay, as those which were a£R)rded by the brilliant 
hues of the foliage. The keen, biting frosts, known 
at the close of a New-England autumn, had already 
touched the broad and irmged leaves of the maples, 
and the sudden and secret process had been wrought 
upon all.thci other \'arieties of the forest, producing 
that magical efiect, which can be nowhere seen, 
except in r^ons in which nature is so bountiful and 
luxuriant in summer, and so sudden and so stem in 
the change of the seasons. 

Over this picture of prosperity and peace, the 
eye of old Mai-k Heathcote wandered with a keen 
degree of worldly prudence. The melancholy sounds 
of the various toned bells, ringing hollow and plain- 
tively among the arches of the woods, gave him rea- 
son to believe that the herds of the family were re- 
turning, voluntarily, fr<Mn their unlimited forest pas- 
turage. His grandson, a fine spirited boy of some 
fourteen years, was approaching through the fields. 
The yoimgster drove before him a small flock, which 
domestic necessity compelled the family to keep at 
great occasional loss, and at a heavy expense of 
time and trouble ; both of which could alone protect 
them from the ravages of the beasts of prey. A 
species of half-witted serving-lad, whom charity had 
induced the old man to harbor among his dependants, 
was s^n issuing from the woods, nearly in a line 
with the neglected clearing on the mountain-side. 
The latter advanced, shouting and urging before 
him a drove of colts, as shaggy, as wayward, and 
nearly as untamed, as himself. 
3* 
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" ** How now> weak one," said the Puritan, with a 
severe eye, as the two lads approached him, with 
their several charges, from differ^ot directions, and 
nearly at the same iiwtantf " how now, sirrah ! dost 
worry the cattle in this gait, when the eyes of the 
prudent are turned from thee ? Do as thou wouldst 
be done by, is a just and healthful admonition,* that 
the learned and the simple, the weak and the strong 
of mind, should alike recall to their thoughts and 
their practice. I do not^ know that an over-drivcji 
colt will be at all more apt to make a gentle and 
useful beast in its prime, than one treated with 
kindness and care." 

" I believe the evil one has got into all the Idne, 
no less than into the ft)al8," sullenly returned the 
lad ; " I've called to them in anger, and I've spoken 
to them as if they had been my natural kin, and 
yet neithei' fair word nor fouf tongue will brine them 
to hearken to advice. There is something fnghtftil 
in the woods this very sun-down, master; or colts, 
that I have driven the summer through, would not 
be apt to give this unfair treatment to one they 
ought to know to be their friend." 

"Thy sheep are counted, Mark?" resumed the 
grandfather, turning towards his descendamt with 
a less austere, but always an authoritative brow; 
" thy mother hath need of every fleece, to provide 
covering for thee and others like thee; thou knowest, 
child, that the creatures are few, and our winters 
weary and cold." 

" My mother's loom shall never be idle from care- 
lessness of mine," returned the confident boy ; " but 
counting and wishing cannot make seven-and-thirty 
fleeces, where there are only six-and-thirty backs to 
carry them. I have been an hour among the briars 
and bushes of the hill l<^glng, looking for the lost 
wether, and yet neither lock, hoof, hide, nor horn, 
is there to say what hath befeUen the animal." 
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" Thou hast lost a sheep ! — this carelessness will 
cause thy mother to grieve." 

" Grandfather, I have been no idler. Since the 
last hunt, the flock ha^h been allowed to browse the 
wopds ; for no man, in all that week, 
ther, jor bear, though the country wa 
great river to the outer settlements 
The biggest four-footed animal, that 
the muster, was a thin-ribbed deer, a 
battle given, was between wild Whit 
and a wood-chuck that kept him at ai 
the better part of an afternoon." 

'* Thy tale may be true, but it neii 
which is lost, nor cmnpleteth the n 
mother's flock. Hast thouuidden Gar< 
out the clearing I It is not long, since 1 saw the ani- 
mals grazing in that quarter. What hast thou twist- 
ing in thy lingers, in that wasteful and unthankful 
manner, Whittair 

" What would make a winter blanket, if there was 
enough of it ! wool ! and wool, too, that came from 
the thigh of old Straight-Horns ; else have I forgot- 
ten a leg, that gives the longest and coarsest hair at 
the shearing." 

" That truly seemeth a lode from the animal that 
is wanting," exclaimed the other boy. « "There is 
no other creature in the flock, with flec^pe so coarse 
and shaggy. Where found you the handful, Whit- 
talRihgf" 

" Growing on the branch of a thorn. Queer fruit 
this, masters, to be seen where yoimg plums ought 
to ripen !" 

" Go, go," interrupted the old man ; " thou idlest, 
and mispendest the time in vain talk. Go, fold thy 
flock, Mark; and<io thou, weak-one, house thy chaise 
with less uproar than is wont We should remem* 
her that the voice is given to man, firstly, that he 
may improve the blessing in thanksgivings and pe- 
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titions; secondly, to communicate such gifts as may 
be imparted to, himself, and which it is his bounden * 
duty to attempt to impart to others; and then, thirdly, 
to declare his natural wants and inclinations." 

With this admonition, which pW)bably proceeded 
from a secret consciousness in the Puritan that he 
had permitted a momentary rloud of selfishness to 
3 brightness of Ws faith, the party sepa- 
grandson and the hireling tools their seve- 
the folds, while old Mark himself slowly 
lis course towards the dwellings. It was 
li^to the hours of darkness, to render the 
IS we have mentioned prudent ; still, no 
led for particular haste, in the return of 
I to the shelter and protection of his own 
comfortable and secure abode. He therefore loiter- 
ed along the path, occasionally stopping to look into 
the prospects of the young crops, that were begin- 
ning to spring up in readiness for the coming year, 
and at times bending his gaze around the who'e of 
his li;nited horizon, like one who had the habit of 
exceeding and unremitted care. 

One of these numerous pauses promised to be 
much longer than usual. Instead of keeping his un- 
derstanding eye on the grain, the look of the'~bld 
man appeared fastened, as by a charm, on some dis- 
tant and obscure object. Doubt and uncertainty, 
for many minutes, seemed to mingle in his gaze. But 
all hesitation had apparently disappeared, as Bis lips 
severed, and he spoke, perhaps unconsciously to him- 
self, aloud. 

" It is no deception," were the low words, " but a 
liying and an accountable creature of the Lord's. 
Many a day has passed since such a sight hath been 
witnessed in this vale; but my eye greatly deceives 
me, or yonder cometh one ready to ask for hospital- 
ity, and, peradventure, for Chnstian and brotherly 
commimion." 
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The sight of the aged emigrant had not deceived 
him. Que, wha appeared a wayworn and weary 
traveller, had indeed ridd^i out of the forest, at a 
point where a path, that was easier to be traced by 
the blazed trees that lay along its route, than by any 
marks on the earth itself, issued into the cleared 
land. The progress of the stranger had^ at first, 
been so wary and dow, as to bear the manner of ex- 
ceeding and mysterious caution. The blind road, 
along which he must h^ve ridden not only far but 
bard, or night had certainly overtaken faun in the 
woods, led to one of the distant settlements that lay 
near to the fertile banks of the Connecticut Few 
lever followed its windings, but thev who had especial 
affairs, or extraordinary commumon, in the way of 
religious friendships, with the proprietorsof the Wish- 
Ton- Wish, as, in commemoration of the first bird 
that had been seen by the emigrants, the valley of 
the Heathcotes was called. 

Once fairly in view, any doubt or apprehension, 
that the stranger might at first have entertained, 
disappeared. He rode boldly and steadily forward, 
until he drew a rein that his impoverished and 
weary beast gladly obeyed, within a few feet of the 
proprietor of the valley, whose gaze had never ceased 
to watch his movements, from the instant when the 
other first came within view. Before spedcing, the 
stranger, a man whose head was getting gray, appa- 
rently as much with hardship as with time, and one 
whose great weight would have proved a grievous 
burthen, in a lone ride, to even a better-conditioned 
beast than the ill-favored provincial hack he had 
ridden, dismounted, and threw the bridle loose upon 
the di'ooping neck of the animal The latter, with- 
out a moment's delay, and with a ^ediness that de- 
noted long abstinence, profited by its hberty, to crop 
the herbage where it stood. 
/'I^cannot be mistaken, when I suppose that I 
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have at lei^th reached the valley of the Wish-Toii- 
Wish," the viater said, touchmg a soiled and slouch- 
ed heaver that more tlmn half concealed his fea- 
tures. The question was put in an English that he- 
spoke a descent from those who dwell in the midland 
counties of the mother- country, rather than in that 
intonation which is still to he traced, equally in the 
western portions of England and in the eastern states 
of the Union. Notwiliistanding the purity of his 
accent, there was enough in the form of his speech 
to denote a severe compliance with the fashion of 
the religionists of the times. He used that measured 
and methodical tone, which was, singularly enough, 
believed to distinguish ^u entire absence of affecta- 
tion in language. 

"Thou hast reached the dwelling of him thou 
seekest ; one who is a submissive sojourner in the 
wilderness of the world, and an 'humble servitor in 
the outer temple." 

"This then is Mark Heathcote!" repeated the 
stranger in tones of interest, regarding the other 
with a look of lo^, and, possi]l)ly, of suspicious in- 
vestigation. 

" Such is the name I bear. A fitting confidence 
in him who knows so well how to change the wilds 
into the haunts of men,, and much suffering, have 
made me the master of what thou seest. Whether 
thou c6mest to tarry a night, a week, a month, or 
even for a still longer season, as a brother in care, 
^d I doubt not one who striveth for the right, I bid 
thee welcome." 

The stranger thanked his -host, by a slow inclma 
tion of the head ; but the gaze, which began to par 
take a little of the look of recc^ition, was still toe 
earnest and engrossing to admit of verbal reply. On 
the other hand, though the old man had scanned the 
broad and rusty beaver, the coarse and well-worn 
doublet, the heavy boots, and, in short, the wJiolc 
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attire of his visiter, in which he saw no vain conform- 
ity to idle fashions to condemn, it was evident that 
personal recollection had not the smallest influence 
m quickening bis hospitality. 

" Thou hast arrived happily," Continued the ' 
Puritan : " had night overtaken thee in the forest, 
unless much practised in the shifts^ of our young 
woodsmen, hunger, frosty and a supperless bed of 
brush, would have given thee motive to think more 
of the body than 4s either profitable pr seemly." 

The stranger might possibly have known the 
embarrassment of these several hardships ; for the 
quick and unconscious glance he threw over his 
soiled 4ress, should have betrayed some familiarity, 
already, with the privations to which his host 
alluded. As neither of them, however, seemed 
disposed to waste further time on matters of such 
light moment, the traveller put an arm through the 
bridle of his horse, and, in obedience to an invita- 
tion from the owner -of the dwelling, they took their 
way towards the fprtifiededificeon the natural mound. 

The task of furnishing litter and provender to 
the jaded beast was performed by Whittal Ring, 
under the inspection, and, at times, under the in- 
structions, of its owner and his host, both of .whom 
appeared to take a kind and commendable interest 
in the comfort of a faithful hack, that had evidently 
suffered long and much in the service of its master. 
When this duty was discharged, the old man and 
his unknown guest entered the house t<^ether; the 
. frank and unpretending hospitality of a country 
like that they were in, rendering suspicion or hesita- 
tion qualities that were unknown to the reception 
of a man of white blood; more especially if he 
spoke the language- of the island, which was then 
lirst sending^\)ut its swarms, to subdue and posie^ 
so large a portion of a continent that nearly divides 
the earth in moieties. 
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CHAPTER m. 



^^Thifl it moit ■Crange : jrour father *s in some passion 
That works him strongly.^ 

TMM^xirr. 

A Tcw boars made a great ehm^ m the oc<Mxpa 
tions of the difTeretit members of our simple and 
secluded family. The kine had yielded their nightly 
tribute ; the oxen had been released frcwn the yoke, 
and were now secure beneath their sheds; tike ^eep 
were in their folds, safe from the assaults of the 
prowling wolf; and care had been tak^i to see that 
eveiT thing possessing Kfe was gathered within the 
particular defences that were provided for its se- 
curity and comlort. But while all this caution was 
used in behalf of living things, the utmost indifier- 
ence prevailed on the subject of that species of 
movable property, which, elsewhere, would have 
been guarded with, at least, an equal jealousy. 
The li^melv fabrics of the k>oms of Ruth lay on 
their bleacning-gi:oui^d, to drink in. the night-dew; 
and plows, harrows, carts, jaddles, and c^her ^imilar 
articles, were left m situations so exposed, as to 
prove that the hand of man had occupations so 
numerous and so urgent, as to render it inccmvenient 
to bestow labor whtere it was not considered abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Content himself was the last to quit the fields and 
the out-buikfings. When he reached the postern in 
the palisadoes, he stopped to call to those above 
him, m order to learn if any yet lingered without 
the wooden barriers. The answer being in the 
negative, he entered, and drawing-to the small but 
heavy gate, he secured it with bar, tiSlt, and lock, 
careiully and jealously, with his own hand. As this 
was no more than a nightly and necessary precau- 
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tion, the aflairs of the family received qo interrup- 
tion. The meal of the hour was soon ended ; and 
conversation, with those light toils which are pe- 
culiar to the long evenings of the fall and winter 
in families o^ the frontier, succeeded as fitting em- 
ployments to close the business of a laborious and 
well-spent day. 

Notwithstanding the entire simplicity whicl 
marked the opinions and usages of the colonists at 
that period, and the great equality of condition 
which even to this hour distinguishes the particular 
community of which we write, choice and inclina- 
tion drew sonie natural distinctions in the ordinary * 
intercourse of the inmates of the H«athcote family. 
A fire so bright and cheerful blazed on an enormous 
hearth in a sort of upper kitchen, as to render 
candles or torches unnecessary. Around it wer« 
seated six or seven hardy and athletic young men, 
some drawing coarse tools carefully through the 
curvatures of ox-bows, others scraping down the 
helves of axes, or perhaps fashioning sticks of birch 
into homely but convenient brooms. A demure, 
side-looking young woman kept her great wheel 
in motion; while one or two others were passing 
from room to room, with the notable and stirring 
industi-y of handmaidens, busied in the more familiar 
cares of the hoijjsehold. A door communicated with 
an inner and superior apartment. Here was a 
"smaller but an equaDy cheerful fire, a floor which 
had recently been swept, while that without had 
be^n freshly sprinkled with river sand; candles 
of tallow, on a table of cherry-wood from the 
neighboring forest ; walk that were wainscoted in 
the black oak of the country, and a few other 
articles, of a fashion so antique, and of ornaments 
so ingenious and rich, as to announce that they had 
been transported from beyond sea. Above the 
mantel were suspended the armorial bearings of 

Vol. I. 4 
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the Heathcotes and the Hardings, elaborately em- 
blazoned in tent-stitch. 

The principal personages of the family were seat- 
ed around the latter hearth, while a straggler from 
the other room, of more than usual curiosity, had 
placed himself among them, marking the distinction 
mranks^ or rather in situation, merely by the ex- 
traordinary care which he took that none of the 
scfapings should litter the spotless oaken floor. 

Until this period of the evening, the duties of 
hospitality and the observances of religion had pre- 
vented familiar discourse. But the offices of ^he 
housewife were now ended for the night, the hand- 
maidens had all retired to their wheels, and, as the 
bustle of a busy and more stirring domestic in- 
dustry ceased, the cold and self-restrained silence 
which had hitherto only been broken by distant 
and brief observations of -courtesy, or by some 
wholesome allusion to the lost and probationary 
Gonditiop of man, seemed to invite an intercourse' 
of a more general character. 

" You entered my clearing by the southern path," 
commenced Mark Heathcote, addressing himself to 
his g\iest with sufficient courtesy, " and needs must 
bring tidings from the towns on the river side. Has 
aught been done by our councillors, at home, in the 
matter that pertameth so closely to the well-being 
of this colony 1 " . 

" You would have me say whether he that now 
sitteth on the throne of England, hath Hstened to 
the petitions of his people in this province, and hath 
granted them protection a^inst the abuses which 
might so readily flow out of his own ill-advised will, 
Qt out of the violence and injustice of his successors?" 

"We will render unto CSesar the things that are 
Caesar's ; and speak reverently of men having au- 
thority. I would fain know whether the agent sent 
by our people hath gained the ears of those who 
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counsel the prince, and obtained that which he 
sought?" 

"He hath done more," returned the stranger, 
with singular asperity ; " he hath even gained the 
ear of the Lord's Anointed." 

" Then is Charles of. better mind, and of stronger 
justice, than report hath spoken. W^ were told that 
light manners and unprol&table companions had led 
hun to think more of the vanities of the world, and 
less of the wants of those over whom he liath been 
called by Providence to rule, than is meet for one 
that sitteth on a high place. I rejoice that the ar- 
gimients of. the man we sent have prevailed over 
more evil promptings, and that peace and free- 
dom of conscience are likely to be the fruits of the 
undertaking. In what manner hath he seen fit to 
order the future government of this people ? " 

" Much as it hath ever stood ; by their own ordi- 
nances. Winthrop hath returned, and is the bearer 
of a Royal Charter, which granteth all the rights 
long claimed and practised. None now dwell imder 
the Crown of Britain with fewer offensive demapds 
on their consciences, or witH lighter calls on their 
political duties, than the men of Connecticut." 

"It is fittmg that thanks should be rendered 
therefor, where thanks are most due," said the 
Puritan, folding his hajids on his bosom, and, sitting 
for a moment with closed eyes, like one who com- 
muned with an unseen being. " Is it known by what 
manner of argument the Lord moved the heart of 
the Prince to hearken to our wants; or was it an 
open and manifest token of his power ? " 

" I think it must needs have been the latter," 
rejoined the visiter, with a manner that grew still 
more caustic and emphatic. " The bauble, that was 
the visible agent, could not have weighed greatly 
witb one so proudly seated before the eyes of men." 

Until this point in the discourse, Content and 
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Ruth, with their offspring, and the two or three othei 
individuals who composed the audience, had listened 
with the demure gravity which characterized the 
manners of the country. The language. United with 
the ill-concealed sarcasm cc«iveyed by the counte- 
nance, no less than the emphasis, of the speaker, 
caused them now to raise their eyes, as by a com- 
mon impulse. The word " bauble " was audibly and 
curiously repestted. But the look of cold irony had 
already pas^<ed from the features of the stranger; 
and it had given place to a stern arid fixed austerity, 
that imparten a character of grimness to his hard 
and sun-bumr visage. Still he betrayed no disposi- 
tion to shrink from the subject, but, after regarding 
his auditors ^ith a glan«e in which pride and sluspi^ 
cion were strongly blended, he resumed the discourse. 

" It is known," he added, " that the. grandfather 
of him the good people of these settlements have 
commissioned to bear their wants over sea, lived in 
the favor of the man who last sat upon the throne 
of England; and a rumor goeth forth, that the Stuart, 
in a moment of princely condescension, once decked 
the finger of his stibject, with a ring wrought in a / 
curious fashion* It was a token of the love which a 
monarch may bear a man." 

" Such gifts are beacons of friendship, but may 
not be used as gay and sinful ornaments," observed 
Mark, while the other paused like one who wished 
none of the bitterness of his allusions to be lost. 

" It matters not -whether the bauble lay in the 
coffers of tKe Winthrops, or has long been glittering 
before the eyes of the faithful, in the Bay, since it 
hath finally proved to be a jewel of price," con- 
tinued the stranger. " It is said, in secret, that this 
ring hath returned to the finger of a Stuart, and it is 
openly proclaimed that Connecticut hath a Charter!" 
■ Content and his wife regarded each other in ftiel 
ancholy amazement. Such an evidence of wanton 
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levity and of unworthiness of motive, in one who 
was intrusted with the gift of earthly government, 
pained their simple and upright minds ; while old 
Mark, of still more decided and exaggerated ideas 
of spiritual perfection, distinctly groaned aloud. 
The stranger took a sensible pleasure in this testi- 
mony of their abhorrence of so gross and so unwor- 
thy a venality, though he saw no occasion to heighten 
its effect by further speech. When his host stood 
erect, and, in a voice that was accustomed to obe- 
dience, he called on his family to join, in behalf of 
the reckless ruler of the land of their fathers, in a 
petition to him who alone could soften the hearts 
of Princes, he also arose from his seat. But even 
in this act of devotion, the stranger bore the air 
of one who wished to do pleasure to his entertain- 
ers, rather than to obtain that which was asked. 

The prayer, though short, was pointed^ fervent, 
dnd sufficiently personal. The wheels in the outer 
room ceased their hum, and a general movement 
denoted thkt all there had arisen to join in the office; 
while one or two of their number, impelled by deeper 
piety or stronger interest, drew near to the open 
door between the rooms, in order to listen. With 
this singular but characteristic interruption, that 
particular branch of the discourse, which had given 
rise to it, altogether ceased. 

" And have we reason to dread a rising of the 
savages on the borders ?" asked Content, when he 
found that the moved spirit of his father was not 
yet sufficiently cajmed, to return to the examination 
of temporal things ; " one who brought wares from 
the towns below, a few months since, recited reasons 
to fear a movement am<3|)g the red men." 

The subject had not sufficient interest to open 

the ears of the stranger. He was deaf, or he chose 

to affect deafness, to the interrogatory. Laying his 

two large and weather-worn, though still muscular 

■> , 4* 
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hands, on a visage that was much darkened hy ex- 
posure, he appeared to shut out the objects of the 
world, while he communed deeply, and, as would 
seem by a slight tremor, that shook even his pow- 
erful frame, terribly, with his own thoughts. 

"We have many to whom our hearts strongly 
cling, to heighten the" smallest symptom of alahn 
from that quarter," added the tender and anxious 
mother, her eye glancing at the ujilifted countenances 
of two Httle girls, who, busied with their light 
needle-work, sate on stools at her feet. " But I re- 
joice to see, that one who hath journeyed from parts 
where the minds of the savages must be better un- 
derstood, hath not feared to dor it unanned*" 

The traveller slowly uncovered his features, and 
the glance that his eye shot over the face of the 
last speaker, was not without ti gentle and interested 
expression. Instantly recovering his composure, he 
arose, and, turning to the double leathern sack, 
which had been borne cm the crupper of his nag, 
and which now lay at no great distance from his 
seat, he drew a pair of horseman's pistols from two 
well-contrived pockets in its sides, and laid them de- 
liberately on the tahle. 

"Though little disposed to seek an encounter' 
with any bearing the image of man," he said, " I 
have not neglected the usual precautions of those 
who enter the wilderness. Here are weapons that, 
in steady hands, might easily take life, or, at need 
preserve it." 

The young Mark drew near with boyish curiosity, 
and while one finger ventured to touch a lock, as, 
he stole a conscious glance of wrong-doing towards 
his mother, he said, with-gfe much of contempt in 
his air, as the schooling of his manners would ai» 

jOW— 

" An Indian arrow would make a surer aim, than 
bore as short as this! When the trainer from the 
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Hartford town, struck the wiW-cat on the hill clear- 
ing, he sent the bullet from a five-foot barrel ; be- 
sides, this short-sighted gun would be a dull weapon 
in a hu|r against the keen-edged knife, that the 
wicked Wampanoag is known to carry.'* — 

"Boy, thy years are few, and thy boldness of 
speech marvellous," sternly mterrupted his parent 
in the second degree. 

The stranger manifested no displeasure at the 
confident langus^e of the lad.^ £ncoura^ng him 
with a }ook, which plainly proclai^ied that martial 

Jjualities in oo degree lessened the stripling inr his 
avor, he observed that — '• 

"The youth who is not afraid to think of the 
fight, or to reason on its chances, will lead to a man- 
hogd of spirit and independence. A hundred thou- 
sand striplings like this, might have spared Winthrop 
his jewel, and the Stuart the shame of yielding to 
so vain and so trivial a bribe. But thou mayst also 
see, child, that had we come to the death-hiig, the 
wicked Wampanoag might h^ve found a blade as 
keen as his own." 

The stranger, while speaking, loosened a. few 
strings of his doublet, and thrust a hand into his 
bosom. The action enabled more than one eye to 
catch a momentary glimpse of a weapon oi the 
same description, but of a size much smaller than 
those he had already so freely exhibited. As he 
immediately withdrew the member, and again 
closed the garment with studied, care, no one pre- 
sumed to advert to the circumstance, but all turned 
their attention to the long sharp hunting-knife that 
he deposited by the side of the pistols, as he con- 
cluded. Mark venturedUo open its blade, but he 
turned away with sudden consciousness, when he 
found that a few fibres of coarse, shaggy wool, that 
were drawn from the loosened joint, adhered to his 
fingers* 
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''Straight*Horns has beenagarost a bush sharper 
than the thorn V exclaimed Whittal Ring, who had 
been at hand, and who watched with childish ad- 
miration the smallest proceedings of the different 
individuals. "A steel lor the back of the blade, a 
few dried leaves and broken sticks, with such a 
carver, would soon make roast and broiled of the 
old bell-wether himself. I know that the hair of all 
my colts is sorrel, and I counted five at sun-down, 
which is just as many as went loping through the 
underbrusl^ when I loosened them from the hopples 
in the morning ; but six-and-thirty backs can never 
carry seven-and-thirty growing fleeces of unsheared 
wool. Master knows that, for he is a scholar jand 
can count a hutidred !" 

The allusion to the fate of the lost sheep was so 
plain, as to admit of no misinterpretation of the 
meaning of the witless speaker. Animals of that 
class w^e of the last importance to the comfort of 
the settlers, and there was not probably one within 
hearing of Whittal ^ing, that was at ajl ignorant 
of the import of his words. Indeed, the loud chuckle 
and the open and deriding manner with which the 
lad himself held above his head the haiiy fibres 
that he had snatched from young Majrk, allowed of 
no concealment, had it been desirable. 

" This feeble-gifted youth would hint, that thy 
knife hath proved its edge on a wether that is missing 
from our flock, since the animals went on their 
mountain range, in the morning," said the host, 
calmly ; though even be bent his eye to the floor, 
as lie waited Tor an answer to a remark, direct as 
the one his sense of justice, and his indomitable love 
of right, had prompted. V 

The stranger demanded* in a voice that lost none 
of its depth or firmness, " Is hunger a crime, that 
' they who dwell so far from the haunts of selfishness, 
visit it with their anger V 
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" The foot of Christian man never approached the ' 
gates of Wish-Ton-Wish to be turned away in un- 
charitableness, but that which is freely given should 
not be taken in licentiou^ess. From off the hill 
>f here my flock is wont to graze, it is easy, through 
many an opening of the forest, to see these roots ; 
and it would have been better that the body should 
languish, than that a grievous sin should be placed 
on that immortal spirit which is already too deeply 
laden, unless thou art far more happy than others 
of the fallen race of Adam." 

" Mark Heathcote," said the accused, and ever 
with an unwavering tone, ** look further at those 
weapons, which, if a guilty man, I have weakly 
placed within thy power. JThou wilt find more 
there to. wonder at, than a few straggling hairs, 
that the spinner would cast from her as too coarse 
for service." * 

" It is long since I found pleasure in handling the 
weapons of strife ; may it be longer to the time 
when they shall be needed in this abode of peace. 
These are instruments of death, resembling those 
used in my youth, by cavaliers that rode in the levies 
">f the first Charles, and of his pusillanimous father, 
^ere were worldly pride and great vanity, with 
much and danming ungodliness, in the wars that I 
have seeh, my children ; and yet the carnal man found 
pleasure in the stirrings of those graceless days ! Come 
hither, younker ; thou hast often sought to know the 
manner in which the horsemen are wont to lead into 
the combat, when the broad-mouthed artillery and 
pattering leaden hail have cleared a passage for the 
struggle of horse to horse, and man to man. Much 
of the justification of these combats must depend on 
the inward spirit, and on the temper of him that 
striketh at the life of fellow-sinner; but righteous 
Joshua, it is known, ccmtended with the heathen 
throughout a supernatural day ; and therefore, al- 
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ways humbly ccmfiding that our cause is just, I will 
open to thy young mind the uses of a weapon that 
hath never before been seen in these forests.'' 

" I have hefted many a heavier piece than this," 
said young Mark, frowning equally with the exer- 
tion and with the instigations of his aspiring spiiit, 
as he held out the ponderous weapon in a single 
hand ; " we have guns that might tame a wolf with 
greater certainty than any barrel of a bore less 
than my own height. Tell, me grand'ther ; at what 
distance do the mounted warriors, you so often name, 
take their sight 7" 

But the poi^r of speech appeared suddenly to 
have deserted the aged veteran. He had interrupt- 
ed his. own discourse, and now, instead of answenng 
the interrogatory of the boy, his eye wandered 
slowly and with a look of painful doubt from the 
weapon, that he still held before him, to the coun- 
tenance df the stranger. The latter continued erect, 
like one courting a strict and meaning examination 
of his person. TTiis dumb-show could not fail to at- 
tract the observation of Content. Rising from his 
seat, with that quiet but authoritative manner 
which is still seen in the domestic government of 
the people of the region where he dwelt, he beck- 
oned to all present to quit the apartment. Ruin 
and her daughters, the hirelings, the ill-gifted Whit- 
tal, and even the reluctant Mark, preceded him to 
the door, which he closed with respectful care ; and 
then the whole of the wondering party mincled 
with those of the outer room, leaving the one they 
had quitted to the sole possession of the aged chief 
of the settlement, and to his still unknown and mys- 
terious guest 

Many anxious, and to those who were excluded, 
seemingly interminable minutes passed, and the 
secret interview appeared to draw no nearer its 
close. That deep reverence, which the years, pa- 
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ternity, and character of the grandfather had in- 
spired, prevented all from approaching the quarter 
of the apartment nearest to the room they had 
left ; but a silence, still as the grave, did all that 
silence could do, to enlighten their minds in a matter 
of so much general interest. The deep, smothered 
sentences of the speakers were oftsn heard, each 
dwelling with steadiness and propriety on his par- 
ticular theme, but no sound that conveyed meaning 
to the minds of those without passed the envious 
walls. At length, the voice of old Mark became 
more than usually audible ; aiid then Cbntent arose, 
with a gesture to those around him to imitate his 
example. The young men threw aside the subjects 
of their light emplc^mcnts, the maidens left the 
wheels which had not been turned for many minutes, 
and the whole party disposed themselves in the de- 
cent and simple attitude of prayer. For the third 
time that evening was the voice of the Puritan 
heard, pouring out his spirit in a communion with 
that being on whom it was his practice to repose 
all his worldljr cares. But, though long accustomed 
to all the peculiar forms of utterance by which 
their father ordinarily expressed his pious emotions, 
neither Content nor his attentive partner was en- 
abled to decide on the nature of the feeling that 
was now uppermost. At times, it appeared to be 
the language of thanksgiving, and at others it as- 
sumed more of the imploring sounds of deprecation 
and petition ; in short, it was so varied, and, though 
tranquil, so equivocal, if such a term may be applied 
to so serious a subject, as completely to baflSe every 
conjecture. 

Long and weary minutes passed after the voice 
had entirely ceased, and yet no summons was given 
to the expecting family, nor did any sound proceed 
from the inner room, which the respectful son was 
emboldened to construe into an evidence that he 
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might presume to 6nter. At length, appreheDsion 
b^an to mingle with conjectures, and then the hus- 
band and wife comm^nea apart, in whispers. The 
misgivings and doubt of the fcnrmer soon mani- 
fested themselves in still more apparent forms. He ' 
arose, and was seen pacing the wide apartment^ 
gradually appi:dachuig nearer to the partition which 
separated the two rooms, evidently prepared to re- 
tire beyond the limits of hearing,* the moment he 
should detect any proofs that, his uneasiness was 
without a sufficient cause. Still no sound proceed- 
ed from the inner room. The breathless silence 
which had so shortly before reigned where he was, 
appeared to be suddenly transferred to the spot in 
which he was vainly endeavoring to detect the 
smallest proof of human existence. Again he re» 
turned to Ruth,^ and again they consulted, in. low 
voices, as to the step that fifial duty seemed to re- 
quire at their hands. 

" We were not bidden to withdraw,?' said his gen- 
tle companion ; " why not rejoin our parent, now 
that time has been given to understand the subject 
which so evidently disturbed his mind ?" 

Content, at length, yielded to this opinion. With 
that cautious discretion which distinguishes his peo- 
ple, he motioned to the family to follow, in order 
that no unnecessary exclusion should give rise to 
conjectures, or excke suspicions, for which, after all, 
the circumstances might prove no justification. Not- 
withstanding the subdued manners of the age and 
country, curiosity, and perhaps a better feeling, had 
become so intense, as to cause all present to obey 
this silent mandate, by moving as swiftly lowards 
the open door as a never-yielding decehcy of de- 
meanor would permit 

Old Mark Heathcote occupied the chair in which 
he had been left, with that calm and unbending 
gravity of eye and features which were then 
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thought indispensable to a fittii^ sobriety of spirit 
But the stranger had disappear^. There were two 
OT three outlets by which the xoom, and even the 
house, might be quitted, w^hout the knowledge of 
those who had so long waited for adnussion ; and 
the first impressicMi led the fisnnily to esqpect the re- 
appearance of the absent man through one of these 
exterior passages. Content, however, read in the 
expressicm of his father's eye, that the moment of 
confidence, if it were ever to arrive, had not yet 
come ; and, so admiraUe and perfect was the do- 
mestic ^scipliae of this femily, that the questions 
which the son did not see fit to propound, no one of 
inferior condition, or lesser age, might presume to 
agitate. With the person of the stranger, every 
evidence of his recent visit had also vanished. 

Mark missed the weapon that bad excited his ad- 
miration ; Whittal looked in vain for the hunting- 
knife, which had betrayed the fate of the wether ; 
Mrs. Heathcote^saw, by a hasty glance of the eye, 
that the leathern sacks, which she had borne in mind 
ought to be transferred to the sleeping apartment of 
their guept, were gone ; and a mild and playful im- 
age of herself, who bore her name no less than most 
of those features which had rendered her own youth 
more than usually attractive, sought, without suc- 
cess, a massive silver qmr, of curious and antique 
workmanship, which she had been permitted to 
handle until the moment when the family had been 
commanded to withdraw. 

The night had now worn later than the hour at 
which it was usual for people of habits so simple 
to be out of their beds. The grandfather lighted a 
taper, and, after bestowing the usual blessing on 
those around him, with an air as calm as if nothing 
had occurred, he prepared to retire into his own 
room. And yet, matter of interest seemed to linger 
on his mind. Even on the threi^old of the door, he 

Vol. I. 5 
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turned, and^ for an instant, all expected some expla- 
nation of a circumstanpe which began to wear no 
little of the aspect of an exciting and painful 
mystery. But their hopes were raised only to be 
disappointed. 

^My thoughts have not kept ttie passage of the 
time," he said. " In what hour x>f the night are we, 
my son?" 

He was told that it was already past the usual 
moment of sleep. 

"No matter; that which Providence hath be* 
stowed for our comfort and support, should not be 
lightly and imtbankfiilly disregarded. Take thou 
the beast I am wont to ride, thyself, Content, and 
follow the path which leadeth to the mountain 
clearing; bring away that which shall meet thine 
eye, near the first turning of the routei toward the 
river towns. We have got into the last quarter of 
the year, and in order that our industry may not 
flag, and that all may be stirring with the sun, let 
the remainder of the household seek their rest." 

Content saw, by the manner of his father, that no 
departure from the strict letter of these instructions 
was admissible. He closed the door after his re- 
tiring form, and then, by a quiet gesture of authority, 
indicated to his dependents that they .were expected 
to withdraw. The maidenffof Ruth led the children 
to iheir chambers, and in a few more minutes, none 
remained in the outer apartment, already so often 
named, but the obedient son, with his anxious and 
affectionate, consort. 

" I will be thy companion, husband," Ruth half- 
whisperingly commenced, so soon as the little 
domestic preparations for leaving the fires and 
securing the doors were ended. ''I like not that 
thou shouldst go into the forest alone, at so late an 
hour of the night." 

" One will be with me, there, who never deserteth 
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those who rely on his p/otection. Besides, niy Ruth, 
what is there to apprehend in a wilderness like this ? 
The beasts havejieen lately hunted from the hills, 
and, excepting those who dwell under our own roof, 
there is not one within a long day's ride." 

"We loiow not! Where is the stranger that 
came within our dook^ as the sun was setting "l*^ 

" As thou say est, we know not. My father is not 
minded to open his lips on the subject of this 
traveller, and surely we are not now to learn the 
lessons of obedience and self^enial.'* 

" It would, notwithstanding, be a great easing to 
the spint to hear at least the name of him who 
hath ei^ten of our bread, and joined in our famity 
worship, though he were immediately to pass away 
for ever from before the sight.'' 

" That may he have done, already !" returned 
the less clirious and more self-restrained husband. 
"My father will not that we inquire." 

" And yet there can be little sin in knowing the 
condition of one whose fortunes and movements 
can excite neither our envy nor our strife. I would 
that we had tarried for a closer mingling in the 
prayers ; it was not seemly to desert a guest who, 
it would appear, had need of an especial up-ofiering 
in his behalf." 

"Our spirits joined in the asking, though our 
ears were shut to the matter of his wants. But it 
will be needful that I should be afoot with the 
young men, in the morning, and a mile of measure- 
ment would not reac^h to the turning, in the path 
to the river towns. Go with me to the postern, and 
look to the fastenings ; I will not keep thee long on 
thy watch." 

Content and his wife now quitted the dwelling, 
by the only door that was left unbarred. Lighted 
by a moon that was full, though clouded, they 
passed a gateway between two of the outer build* 
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ings, and descended t(y the" palisadoes. The bars 
and bolts of the little postern were removed, and 
in a few minutes, the former, mounted on the back 
of his father's own horse, was galloping briskly 
along the path which led into the part of the forest 
he was directed to seek. 

While the husband was thus proceeding, in 
obedience to orders that he never hesitated to obey, 
his faithful wife withdrew within the shelter of the 
wooden defences. More in compliance with a pre- 
caution that was become bcbitual, than from any 
present causes of suspicion, she drew a single bolt 
and remained at the postern, anxiously awaiting 
the result of a movement that was as unaccountable 
as it was extraordinary. 



CHAPTER IV. 

(* r the name of something holj, sir, whj stand jou 
In this strange stare ?" 

Tempest. 

As a girl, Ruth Harding had been one of the 
mildest and gentlest of the human race. Though 
new impulses had been given to her naturally kind 
affections by the attachments of a wife and mpther, 
her dispositicm suffered no change by marriage. 
Obedent, disinterested, and devoted to those she 
loved, as her parents had known her, so, by the 
experience of many years, had she proved to 
Content. In the midst of the utmost equanimity of 
temper and of deportment, her watchful solicitude 
in behalf of the few who formed the limited circle 
of her existence, never slumbered. It dwelt un- 
pretendingly but active in her gentle bosom, like a 
great and moving principle of life. Though circum- 
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stances had placed ber on a remote and exposed 
frontier, where tune had not been given for the 
several customary divisions of employments, she 
was unchanged in habitd, in feelings, and in charac- 
ten The affluence of her husband had elevated 
her above the necessity of burthensome toil; and, 
while she had encountered the dangers of the 
wilderness, and neglected none of the duties of her 
active station, she had escaped most of those in- 
jurious consequences which are a little apt to 
impair the peculiar loveUndlss of woman. Not- 
withstanding the exposure of a border life, she re- 
mained feminine, attractive, and singularly youth- 
ful. 

The reader will readily imagine the state of 
mind, with which such a being watched the distant 
form of a husband, ^gaged in a duty like that we 
have described. Notwithstanding the influence of 
long habit, the forest was rarely approached, after 
night-fall, by the boldest woodsman, without some 
secret consciousness that he encountered a positive 
danger. It was the hour when its roaming and 
hungry tenants were known to be nM>st in motion ; 
and the rustling of a leaf, or the snapping of a dried 
twig beneath the light tread of the smallest animal, 
was apt to conjure images of the voracious and 
fire-eyed panther, or perhaps of a lurking biped, 
which, though more artful, was known to be scarcely 
less savage. It is true, that hundreds experienced 
the uneasiness of such sensatixxas, who were never 
fated to undergo the realities of the fearful pictures. 
Still, facts were not wanting to supply sufficient 
motive for a grave and reasonable apprehension. 

Histories oi combats with beasts of prey, and of 
massacres by roving and lawless Indians, were the 
moving legends of the border. Thrones might be 
subverted, and kingdoms lost and won, in distant 
Europe, and less should be said of the events, by 
5* 
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those who dwelt in these woods, than of one scene 
of peculiar and striking forest incident, that called 
for the exercise of the stout courage and the keen 
intelligence of a settler. Such a tale passed from 
mouth to mouth, with the eagerness of powerful 
personal interest, and many were already trans- 
mitted from parent to child, in the form of tradi- 
tion, until, as in more artificial communities, graver 
improbabilities creep into the doul>tful pages of 
history, exaggeration became too closely blended 
with truth, ever again to be separated. 

Under the influence of these feelings, and per- 
haps prompted by his never-failing discretion. Con- 
tent had thrown a well-tried piece over his shoul- 
der; and when he rose the ascent <» which his 
father h^d met the stranger, Ruth caught a glimpse 
of his form, bending on the n'^ck of his horse, and 
gliding through the misty light of the hour, re- 
sembling one of those fancied images of wayward 
and hard-riding sprites, of which the tales of the 
eastern continent are so fond of speaking. 

Then followed anxious moments, during which 
neither sight nor hearing could in the least aid the 
conjectures of the attentive wife. She listened 
without breathing, and once or twice she thought 
the blows of boon, falling on the earth harder and 
quicker than common, might be distinguished ; but 
it was only as -Content mounted the sudden ascent 
of the hili-side, that he was again seen, for a brief 
instant, while dashing swiftly mto the cover of the 
woods. 

Though Ruth had been familiar with the cares 
of the frontier, perhaps she had never known a 
moment more intensely painful than that, when the 
form of her husband became blended with the dark 
trunks of the trees. The time was to her impa- 
tience longer than usual, and under the excitement 
of a feverish inquietude, that had no definite ob- 
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ject, she removed the single bolt that held the pos- 
tern closed, and passed entirely^wkhoot the stockade. 
To her oppressed senses, the palisadoes appeared 
to place limits to her vision. Still, weary minute 
passed after minute, without bringing relief. During 
these anxious moments, she became more than usu- 
ally conscious of the insulated situation in which 
he and all who were diearest to her heart were 
placed. The feelings of a wife prevailed. Quitting 
the side of the acclivity^ she began to waKk slowly 
along the path her husband had taken, until appre- 
hension insensibly urged her into a quicker move- 
ment. She had paused only when she stood nearly 
in the centre of the clearing, cm the eminence 
where her father had halted that evening to con- 
template the growing improvement of his estate. 

lie re her steps were suddenly arrested, for she 
thought a fonii was issuing from the forest, at that 
interesting spot which her eyes had never ceased ^ 
to watch. It proved to be no more than the passing 
shadow of a cloud denser than common, which 
threw the body of its darkness chi the trees, and a 
portion of its outline on the ground near the margin 
of the wood. Just at this instant, the recollection 
that she had incautiously left the postern open 
flashed upon her mind, and, with feelings divided 
between husband and childi-en, she commenced her 
return, in order to repair a neglect, to which habit, 
no less than prudence, imparted a high decree of 
culpability. The eyes of the mother, for the feel- 
ings of that sacred character were now powerfully 
uppermost, were fastened on the ground, as she 
eagerly picked her way along the uneven surface ; 
and, so engrossed was her mind by the omission of 
duty with which she was severely reproaching her- 
• self, that they drank in objects without conveyii^ 
distinct or intelligible images to her brain. 

Notwithstanding the one engrossing thought of 
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the moment, somethinjg met her eye that caused 
even the vacant organ to recoil, and every fibre in 
her frame to tremble with terror. There was a 
moment in which deUrium nearly heightened terror 
to madness. Reflection came only when Ruth had 
reached the distence of many feet from the spot 
where this startling object had half-unconsciously 
crossed her vision. Then for a single and a fearful 
instant she paused, Uke one who debated on the 
course she ought to follow^ Maternal love prevailed, 
and the deer of her own woods scarcely bounds 
with greater agility, than the mother of the sleep- 
ing and defenceless family now fled towards the 
dwellings. Panting and breathless she gained the 
postern, which was closed, with hands that perform- 
ed their office, more by instinct than in obedience 
to thought, and doubly apd trebly barred. 

For the first , time in some minutes, Rutji now 
breathed distinctly and without pain. She strove 
to rally her thoughts, in order to deliberate on the 
bourse that prudence and her duty to Content, who 
* was still exposed to the danger she had herself es- 
caped, prescribed. Her first impulse was to give 
the. established signal that was to recall the labor- 
ers from the field, or to awake the sleepers, in the 
event of an alarm ; but better reflection told her 
that such a step might prove fatal to him who bal- 
anced in her anections against the rest of the world. 
The struggle in her mind only ended, as she clearly 
and imequivocally caught a view of her husband, 
issuing from the forest^ at the very point' where he 
had entered. The return path unfortunately led 
directly past the spot where such sudden terror had 
seized her mind. She would have given worlds to 
have known how to apprize him of a danger with 
which her own imagination was. full, without com- , 
municating the warning to other and terrible ears. 
The jiight was itill, and though the distance was 
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coDsiderabley it was iM)t sa great as to render the 
chances of success desperate. Scarcely loaowing' 
what she did, and yet preserving, by a sort of in- 
stinctive prudence, the csmtim which constant ex- 
posure weaves into all oul* habits, the trembling 
woman made the efibrt 

<< Husband ! husband !^ ahe crie4 commenciag 
plaintively, but her voice r isiog with the energy of 
excitement. " Husband, ride swiftly; our little Kuth 
lyeth in the agony. For her life and thine, ride at 
thy horse's speed. Seek not the stables, but come 
with alf haste to the postern; it shall be op^n to 
thee." 

This was certainly a fearful summ(His for a fa- 
ther's ear, and there is little doubt that, had the 
feeble powers of Ruth succeeded in conveying the 
words as far as she had wished, they would have 
produced the desired effect. But in vain did she 
call ; her weak tones, though raised oa^ the not^s of 
the keenest apprehension, could not force their way 
across so wide a space. And yet, had she reason to 
think they were not entirely lost, for once her hus- 
band paused and seemed to listen, and once he 
quickened the pace of his horse ; though neither of 
tnese proofs of intelligence was f<dlowed by any 
further signs of his having understood the alarm. 

Content was now upon the hillock itself. If Ruth 
breathed at all during its passage, it was more im- 
perceptibly than the gentlest respiration of the 
sleeping infant. But when she saw him trotting 
with unconscious security along the path on the 
side next the dwellings, her impatience broke 
through all restraint, and throwing open the pos- 
tern, she renewed her cries, in a voice that was no 
longer useless. The clattering of the unshodden 
hoof was again rapid, and in another minute her 
husband galloped unharmed to her side. 

"Enter!" said the nearly dizzy wife, seizing the 
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bridle and kading the horse \ntfain the palisa^^es. 
" Enter, husband, for the love of all that is thine ; 
enter, and be thankful." 

"What meaneth this terror, Ruth?" demanded 
G)ntent, in as much diq>leasure, perhaps, as he 
could manifest to one so gentle, for a weakness be- 
trayed in his own behalf; " is thy confid^ice in him 
whose eye never closeth, and who equally watch- 
eth the life of man and that of the falling sparrow, 
lostr 

Ruth was deaf. With hurried hands she drew 
the fastenings, let fall the bars, and turned a key 
which forced a triple-bolted lock to perform its 
office. Not till then did she feel either safe herself, 
or at liberty to render thanks for the safety of him, 
over whose danger she had so lately watched, in 
agony. 

" Why this care ? Hast forgotten that the horse 
will suner hunger, at this distance from the rack 
and manger ?" ^ 

"Better that he starve, than hair of thine should 
come to harm." 

"Nay, nay, Ruth; dost not remember that the 
beast is the favorite of my father, who will ill brook 
his passing a night within the palisadoes?" 

^'Husband, you err ; there is one in the fields !" 

" Is there place, where one is not V^ 

^*But I bave seen creature of mortal birth, and 
creature too that hath no claim on thee, or thine, 
and who trespassetb on our peace, no less than on 
our natural rights, to be where he lurketh." 

"Go to; thou art not^used to be so late from thy 
pillow, my poor Ruth ; sleep hath come over thee, 
whilst standing on thy watch. Some cloud hath left 
its shadow on the fiiekis, or, truly, it may be that 
the hunt did not drive the beasts as far from the 
clearing as we had thought. Come ; since thou wilt 
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cling to my side, lay hand on the bridle of the horse, 
while I ease him of his burthen." 

As Content coolly proceeded to the task he had 
mentioned, the thoughts of his wife were moment- 
strily diverted from their other sources of unea^ess, 
by the object which lay on the cruj^per of the nag, 
and which, until now, had entirely escaped her 
observation. 

^'Here is, indeed, the animal this day missing from 
our flock !" she exclaimed, as the carcass of a sheep 
^ "1 heavily on the grdund. 

Ay; and killed with excee^ng judgment, if not 
ptly dressed to our hands. Mutton will not be 
anting for the husking-feast, and the stalled crea- 
ture whose days were counted may live another 
season," 

"And where didst find the slaughtered beast t" 

" On the limb of a growing hickory. Eben Dudley, 
with all his sleight in butchering, and in setting forth 
the excellence of his meats, could not have left an 
animal hanging from the branch of a sapling, with 
greater knowledge of his craft. Thou seest, but a 
single meal is missing from the carcass, and that 
thy fleece is unharmed." 

" This is not the work of a Pequod 1" exclaimed 
B»uth, surprised at her own discovery; "the red 
men do their mischief with less care." 

" Nor has the tooth of wolf^ opened the veins of 
poor Straight-Horns. Here has been judgment in 
the slaughtering, as well as prudence in consump- 
tion of the food. The hand that cut so lightly, had 
intention of a second visit." 

"And our father bid thee seek the creature 
where it was found I Husband, I fear some heavy 

i'udgment for the sins of the parents, is likely to 
efall the children." 
" The babes are quietly in their slumbers, and, 
thus far, little wrong hath been done us. J'U cast 
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the halter from the stalled anittial ere I sleep, and 
Straight-Horns shal) content us for the huskmg. 
We may have muttcm less savory, for this evil 
chance, hut the number of thy flock will be un- 
altered." 

"And where is he, who hath mingled in our 
prayers, and hath eaten of our bread; he who 
counselled so long in secret with our father, and 
who hath^ now vanished from among us, like a 
vision?" 

"That indeed is a question not readily to ^ 
answered," returned Content, who had hither 
maintained' a cheerful air, in order to appease whs? 
he was fein to believe a causeless terror in th? 
bosom of his partner, but who was induced by this 
question to drop his head like one that sought reasons 
withhi the repository of his own thoughts. "It 
mattereth not, Ruth Heathcote; the ordering of 
the affair is in the hands of a man cf many years 
and great experience ; should his aged wisdom fail, 
do we not know that one even wiser than he, hath 
us in his keeping? I will return the beast to his 
rack, and when we shall have jointly asked favor 
of eyes that never sleep, we will go in confidence 
to our rest.", 

" Husband, thou quittest not the palisadoes again 
this night," said Ruth, arresting the hand that had 
already drawn a bolt, ere she spoke. " I have a 
warning of evil." 

" I would the stranger had found some other 
shelter in which to pass his short resting season. 
That he hath made free with my flock, and that 
he hath administered to his hunger at some cost, 
when a single asking would have made him welcome 
to the best that the owner of the Wish-Ton- Wish 
can command, are truths that may not be denied. 
Still is he mortal man, as a eoodly appetite hath 
proven, even should our beliei in Providence so far 
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wavei* ad to harbor doubts of its tmwMlingness to 
suflFef'^ beings of iDJostiee to wander in our forms 
and substance. I tell thee, Ruth, that the nag will 
be ueeded foe to-morrow's service, and that our 
father will give but ill thanks should we leave it to 
m^e a bed on this cold hil}«side. Go to thy rest 
to thy prayers, trembler; I will close the 
Item with all care. Fear not ; the stranger is of 
buman wants, and his. agency to do evil must needs 
.. be limited by human power." 

"I fear none of white blood, nor of Christian 
* /parentage : the murderous heathen is in our fields." 
i^ / " Thou dreamest, Ruth !" 

l^H^^fi- « >Tig jjQ^ a^ dream. I have seen the glowing eye- 
balls of a savEige. Sleep was little like to come 
over me, when set upon a watch like this. I thought 
me that the errand was of unknown character, 
t and that our father was exceedingly aged, and that 

' perchance his senses might be duped, and how an 

obedient son ought not to be exposed.-— Thou know- 
est, Heathcote, that I could not look upctfi the danger 
of my children's father with indifierence, and I 
followed tp the nut-tree tullock." 

" To the nut-tree ! It was not prudent in thee — 
but the postern?" 

"It was open; for were the k^ turned, who 
was there to admit us quickly, had haste been 
needed?" returned Ruth, momeptarily averting 
'. her face to conceal the flush excited by conscious 

delinquency. "Though I failed in caution, 'twas 
for thy safety, Heathcote. But on that hillock, and 
in the hollow left by a fallen tree, lies concealed a 
heathen !" 

" I passed the nut-wood in g<^ne to the shambles 
of our strange butcher, and I drew the rein to 
give breath to the nag near it, as we returned with 
the burthen. It cannot be ; some creature of the 
forest hath alarmed thee." 
Vol. I. 6 
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"Ay! creature, ibnned, fashio&ed, gift* 
ourselves, in ail but color of the skin and ' 
of the faith," 

" This is strange delusi<wi ! If there were enemy 
at hand, would men subtle as those you fear, s^fier 
the master of the dwelling, and truly I may sv^it 
without vain-glory, one as likely as anotheAto 
struggle stoutly K>r his own, to escape, when^n 
ili*timed visit to the woods had delivered him un- 
resisting into their hands? Go, go, good Ruth; thou 
mayst nave seen a blackened log — ^perchance the 
frosts have left a fire-fly untouched, or it may be 
that some prowling bear has scented out the sweets 
of thy lately-gathered hives." 

Ruth again laid her hand firmly <m the arm of 
her husband, who had withdrawn another bolt, 
and, looking him steadily in the face, she answered 
by s^ing solemnly, and with touching pathos — ■ 

"Think'st thou, husband, that a mother's eye 
could be decdved ?" 

It might have been that the allu^icm to the tender 
beings whose fate depended on his care, or that the 
deeply serious, though mild ^nd gentle manner of ' 
his consort, produced some* fresher impression on 
the mind of Content. Instead of undoing the fast- 
enings of the postern as he had intended, he de- 
Uberately drew its bolts again and paused to think. 

" K it produce no other benefit than to quiet 
thy fears, good Ruth," he said, after a moment of 
reflection, "a little caution will be well repaid. 
Stay you, then, here, wh^re the hillock may be 
watched, while I eo wake a couple of the people. 
With stout Eben Dudley and experienced Reuben 
Ring to back me« my father's horse may surely be 
Stabled." 

Ruth c<Hitentedly assumed a task that she was 
quite equal to perform with intelligence and ^eaK 
" Hie thee to the laborers' chambers, for I see a 



itized by Google 



OF WISH-TON- WISH. 63 

fight ^ill burning in the room of those you seek/' 
was Ae answer she gave to a proposal that at least 
quieted the intenseness of her fears for him in 
whose behalf thej had so lately been excited nearly 
to Sony. 

mi shall be quickly done ; nay, stand not thus 
ofXly between the beams, wife. Thou mayst 
place thyself, here, at the doublings of' the wood, 
beneath the loop, where harm would scarcely reach 
thee, though shot from artillery were to crush the 
timber.?' 

With this admonition to be wary of a danger that 
he had so recently affected to despise. Content de- 
parted on his errand. The two laborers he had men- 
tioned by name, were youths of mould and strength, 
and they were well inured to toil, no less than to the 
particular privations and dangers of a border life^ - 
Like most men of their years and condition, they 
were practised too in the wiles of Indian cunning; 
and though the Province of Connecticut, compared 
to other settlements, had stlfifered but little in this 
species of murderous warfare,* they both had maif- 
tial feats and perilous experiences of their own to 
recount, during the light labors of the long winter 
evenings. 

Content crossed the court with a quick step ; for, 
notwithstanding Jiis steady unbelief, the image of 
his gentle wife posted on her outer watch hurried 
his movements. The rap he gave at the door, dn 
reaching the apartment of those he sought, was loud 
as it was sudden. 

"Who calls?" demanded a deep-toned and firm 
voice from within, at the first blow of, the knuckles 
on the plank. 

'* Quit thy beds quickly, and come forth with the 
arms appointed for a sally.'* 

" That is soon done," answered a stout woodsman, 
throwing open the door and standing before Content 
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in the garments he had worn throughout Up day 
" We were jiist dreaming that the night was'taot to 
pass without a summons to the loops." * 

" Hast seen aught V* 

"Our eyes were not shut, more than thofe of 
others ; we saw him enter that no man hath^en 
depart." w^ 

**Come, fellow; Whittal Ring would scarce Sve 
wiser speech than this xnisning reply of thine. My 
wife is at thepostern, and it is fit we go to relieve 
her watch. Thou wilt not forget the horns of pow- 
der, since it would not tell to our credit, were there 
service for the pieces, and we lacking in where- 
withal to give them a second discharge." 

The hirelings obeyed, and, as little time was 
necessary to arm those who never slept without 
weapons^ and ammunition within reach of their 
hands. Content was speedily followed by his depend- 
ants. Ruth was found at her post, but when urged 
' by her husband to declare what had passed in his 
absence, she was compelled to admit that, though 
the moon had come -forth brighter and clearer from 
behind the clouds, she had seen nothing to add to 
her alarm. 

" We will then lead the beast to his stalls and close 
our duty by setting a single watcher for the rest of 
the night," said the husband. "Reuben shall keep 
the postern, while Eben and I will have a care for 
my father's nag, not foi^etting the carcass for the 
husking-feast. Dost hear, deaf Dudley t — cast the 
mutton upon the crupper of the beast, and follow to 
the stables*" 

" Here has been no common workman at my of- 
fice," said the blunt Eben, who, though an ordinary 
farm-laborer, according to an usage still very gene- 
rally prevalent in the country, ^as also skilful in the 
craft of the butcher. "I have brought many a 
wether to his end, but this is the first sheep, within 
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all my experience, that hath kept the fleece while 
a portion of the hody has been in the pot I Lie there, 
poor Straight-Horns, if quiet thou canst lie after 
such strange butchery. Reuben, 1 paid thee, as the 
sun rose, a SpaAish piece jn silver, for the trifle of 
debt that lay between us, in behalf of the good turn 
thou didst the shoes, which were non^ the better for 
the last hunt in the hills. Hast ever that'pistareen 
about thee ?" 

This question, which was put in a lowered tone, 
and only to the ear of the party concerned, was an- 
swered in the affirmative. 

" Give it me, lad; in the morning, thou shalt be 
paid, with usurer's interest" 

Another summons from Content, who had now led 
the nag loaded with the carcass of the sheep with- 
out the postern, cut short the secret conference. 
Eben Dudley, having received the coin, hastened to 
follow. ^ But the distance to the out-buildings was 
sufficient to enable him to effect hi^. mysterious pur- 
pose without discovery. Whilst Content end^vored 
to calm the apprehensions of his wife, who still per- 
sisted in sharing his danger, by such reasons as he 
could on the instant command, the credulous Dudley 
placed the thin piece of silver between his teeth, 
arid, with a pressure that denoted the prodigious 
force of his jaws, caused it to assume a beaten and 
rounded shape. He then slily dropped the battered 
coin into the muzzle of his gun, taking care to se- 
cure its presence, until he himself should send it on 
its disenchanting messagerby a wad torn from the 
lining of part of his vestments. Supported by this 
redoubtable auxiliary, the superstitious but still 
courageous borderer followed his companion, whist- 
line a low air that equally denoted his indifference 
to danger of an ordinary nature, and his sensibility 
to impressions of a less earthly character. 

They who dwell in the older districts of America, 
6* 
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where art and labor have united for generations to 
clear the earth of its inequalities, and to remove 
the vestiges of a sjate of nature, can form but little 
idea of the thousand objects that may exist in a 
clearing, to startle the imagination of, one who has 
admitted alarm, when seen in the doubtful light of 
even a cloudless nH)on. Still less can they who have 
never quitted the ojd world, and who, having onl; 
seen, can only imagine fields smooth as the surface 
of tranquil water, picture the effect produced by 
those lingerine remnants, which may be likened to 
so many mouldering monuments of the fallen forest 
scattered at such an hour over a broad surface ot 
open land. Accustomed as they were to the sight. 
Content and his partner, excited by their fears, 
fancied each dark and distant stump a savage; and 
they passed no angle in the high and heavy fences 
without throwing a jealous glance to see tliat some 
enemy did not lie stretched within its shadows. , 

Still no new motive for apprehension arose, during 
the brief period that the two adventurers were em- 
ployed in administering to the comfort of the Puri- 
tan's steed. The task was ended, the carcass of the 
slaughtered Straight-Horns had been secured, and 
Ruth was already urging her husband to return, 
when their attention was drawn to the attitude and 
mien of their companion. 

" The man hath departed as he came," said Eben 
Dudley, who stood shaking his head in open doubt, 
before an empty stall ; ".here is no beast, though 
with these eyes did I see the half-wit bring hither a 
welj-filled measure of speckled oats, to feed the nag. 
He who favored us with his presence at the supper 
and the thanksgiving, hath tired of his company be- 
fore the hour of rest had come." 

"The horse is truly wanting," said Content: "the 
man must needs be in exceeding haste, to have rid- 
den into the forest as the night grew deepest, and 
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when the longest summer day would scarce bring 
a better hack than that he rode to another Chris- 
tian dwelling. There is reason for this industry, but 
it is enough that it concerns us not We will now 
seek oui rest, in the certainty that one watcheth 
our slumbers whose vigilance can never fail." 

Though man could not trust himself to sleep in 
that country without the security of bars and bolts, 
we have already had occasion to say that property 
was guarded with but little care. The stable-door 
was merely closed by a wooden latch, and the party 
returned from this snort sortie, with steps that were 
a little quickened by a sense of an uneasiness that 
beset them in forms suited to their several charac- 
ters. But shelter was at hand, and it was speedily 
regained. 

" Thou hast seen nothing t" said Content to Reu, 
ben Ring, who had been cnosen for his quick eye, 
and a sagacity that was as remarkable as was his 
brother's impotency; 'Uhouhast seen nothing at thy 
watch?" 

'* Nought unusual ; and yet I like not yonder billet 
of wood, near to the fence against the knoll. If it 
were not so plainly a half-burnt log, one might fancy 
there is life in it. But when fancy is at work, the 
sight is keen. Once or twice I have thought it seem- 
ed to be rolling towards the brook ; I am not, even 
now, certain that when first seen it did not lie eight 
or ten feet higher against the bank." 

" It may be a living thing !" 

** On the faith of a woodman's eye, it well may 
be," said Eben Dudley ; " but should it be haunted 
by a legion of wicked spirits, one may bring it to 
quiet from the loop at the nearest corner. Stand 
aside, Madam Heathcote," for the character arid 
wealth of the proprietors of the valley, gave Ruth 
a claim to this term of respect among the laborers; 
" let me thrust the piece through the — stop, there 
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is an especial charm in the gun, >vhich it ipight be 
sinful to waste on such a creature. It may be no 
more than some sweet-toothed bear. I will answer 
for the charee at m j own cost; if thou wilt lend me 
thy musket, Reuben Ring." 

" It shall not be," ^d his master ; " one known 
to my father hath this night entered our dwelling 
and ied at our board ; if he hath de^rted in a way 
but little wont among those of this Colony, yet hath 
he done no great wrong. I will ^ nigh, and exam- ^ 
ine with less risk of errdr." 

There was, in this proposal, too much of that 
spirif of right-doing which governed all of those 
simple regions, to meet serious opposition. Content, 
supported by Eben Dudley, again quitted thfc pos- 
tern, and proceeded directly, though still not with- 
out sufficient caution, towards the point where the 
suspicious object lay. A bend in the fence had first 
brought it intoview, for previously to reaching that 
point, its apparent direction might for some distance 
have been taken under shelter of the shadows of 
the rails, which, at the immediate spot where it was 
seen, were turned suddenly in a line with the eyes 
of the spectators. It seemed as if the movements 
of those who approached were watched; for the 
instant they left the defences, the dark object was 
assuredly motionless ; even the keen eye of Reuben 
Ring beginning to doubt whether some decepti<Mi 
of visibn had not led him, after all, to mistake a 
billet of wood for a creature of Ufe. 

But Content and his companion were not induced 
to change their determination. Even when tvithin 
fifty feet of the object, though the moon fell full 
and brightly upon the surface, its character baffled 
conjecture. One affirmed it was the end of a charred 
log, many of which still lajr scattered about the, 
fields, and the other believed it some cringing animal 
of the woods. Tvnce Content raised his piece to 
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fire, and as often did he let it fall, in rchictance to 
do injurjr to even a quadruped of whose character 
he was ignorant. It is more than probable that his 
less considerate, and but half-obedient companion 
would have decided the question soon after leavmg 
the postern, had not the peculiar contents of his 
musket rendered him delicate of its uses. 

" Look to thy weapons," said the former, loosen^ 
ing his own hunting-knife in its sheath. " We will 
draw near, and make certainty of what is doubtful" 

They did so, and the gun of Dudley i^s thrust 
rudely into the side of the object of their distrust, 
before it again betrayed life or motion. Then, in- 
deed, as if further disguise was useless, an Indian 
lad, of some fifteen years, rose deHberately to his 
feet, and stood before them in the sullen dignity 
of a captured warrior. Content hastily seized the 
stripling by an alrm, and followed by Eben, who oc- 
casionally quickened the footsteps of the prisoner 
by an impetus obtained from the breech of his own 
musket, they hurriedly returned within the defences. 

" My Kfe against that of Straight-Horns, which 
is now of no great value," said Dudley, as he pushed 
the last bolt of the fastenings into its. socket, "we 
hear no more of this red skin's companions to-night. 
I never knew an Indian raise his whoop, when a 
scout had fallen into the hands of the enemy." 

" This may be true," returned the other, <* and 
yet must a sleeping household be guarded. We 
may be brought to rely on the overlooking favor of 
Providence, working with the means of our own 
manhood, ere the. sun shall arise." - 

Content was a man of few words, but one of ex- 
ceeding steadiness and resolution in moments of 
need. He was perfectly aware that an Indian 
youth, like him he had captured, would not have 
been found in that place, and under the circum- 
stances in which he was actually taken, without a 
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design of sufficient magnitude to justify the haza . I 
The tender age of the stripling, too, forbade ok*. 
belief that he was unaccompanied. But he silently 
agreed with his laboring man that the capture would 
probably cause the attack, if any such were medi- 
tated, to be deferred. He therefore instructed his 
wife to withdraw into her chamber, while he took 
measured to defend the dwelling in the last emer- 
gency. Without giving any imnecessary alarm, a 
measure that would have produced less effect 6n 
an enemy without, than the imposing stillness which 
now reigned within the defences, he ordered two 
or three more of the stoutest of his dependants to 
be summoned to the palisadoes. A keen scrutiny 
was made into the state of all the different outlets 
of the place; muskets were carefully examined; 
charges were given to be watchful, and regular 
sentinels were stationed within the shadows of the 
buildings, at points where, unseen then»selves, they 
could look out in safety upon the fields. 
, Content then took his captive, with whom he had 
made no attempt to exchange a syllable, and led 
him to the block-house. The door which commu- 
nicated with the basement of this building was al- 
ways open, in readiness for refuge in the event of 
any sudden alarm. He entered, caused the lad to 
mount by a ladder to the floor above, and then 
withdrawing the nieans of retreat. Tie turned the 
key without, in perfect confidence that his prisoner 
was secure. 

Notwithstanding all this care, morning had nearly 
dawned before the prudent father and husband 
sought his pillow. His steadiness however had pre- 
vented the apprehensions, which kept his own eyes 
and those of his gentle partner so long open, m>m 
extending beyond the few whose services were, in 
such an emergency, deemed indispensable to safety. 
Towards the last watches of the night, only, did 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF WlSH-TOir-WlSH. 71 

the images of the scenes through which they had 
lust passed, become dim and confused, and then 
both husband and wife slept soundly, and happily 
without disturbance. 



CHAPTER V. 

** Are you so brav6 ? Ill have you talked with anon." 

C0R101.AKUS. 

The axe and the brand had been early and ef- 
fectually used, immediately around the dwelling of 
the Heathcotes. A double object had been gained 
by removing most of the vestiges of the forest from 
the vicinity of the buildihgs: the necessary im- 
provements were executed with greater facility, 
and, a consideration of no small importance, the 
cover, which the American savage is known to seek 
in his attacks, was thrown to a distance that greatly 
diminished the danger of a surprise. 

Favored by the advantage which had been ob'- 
tained by this foresight, and by the brilliancy of a 
night that soon emulated the brightness of day, 
the duty of Eben Dudley and of his associate on the 
watch was rendered easy of accomplishment. Indeed, 
so secure did they become towards morning, chiefly 
on account of the capture of the Indian lad, that 
more than once, eyes, that should have been differ- 
ently employed, yielded to the drowsiness of the 
hour and to habit, or were only opened at intervals 
'^hat left their owners in some doubt as to the passage 
of the intermediate time. But no sooner did the 
, signs of day approach, than, agreeably to their in- 
structions, the watchers, sought their beds, and for 
an hour or two, they slept soundly and .without fear. 

When his father had closed the prayers of the 
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morning, Content, in the midst of the assembled 
family, communicated as many of the incidents of 
the past night as in his judgment seemed necessary. 
His discretion limited the narrative to the capture 
of the native youth, and to the manner in which he 
had ordered the watch for the security of the family. 
On the subject of his own excursion to the forest, 
and all connected therewith, he was guardedly 
^ silent. 

It is unnecessary to relate the manner in which 
this startling informati(»i was received. ' The cold 
and reserved brow of the Puritan became still more 
thoughtful ; the yQung men looked grave, but reso- 
lute ; the maidens of the household grew pale, shud- 
dered, and whispered hurriedly together ; while the 
little Ruth, and a female child of nearly her ovm 
age, named Martha, clung close to the side of the 
mistress of the family, who, having nothing new to 
learn, had taught herself to assume the appearance 
of a resolution she was far from feeling. 

The first visitation which befell the listeners, 
after their eager ears had drunk in the intelligence 
Gmtent so briefly imparted, was a renewal of the 
£»>iritual strivftags of his father in the form of prayer. 
A partiicular petition was put up in quest of light 
on their future proceedings, for mercy on all men, 
for a better mind to those who wandered through 
the vdldernesS seeking victims of their wrath, for 
the gifts of grace on the heathen, and finally for 
victory over all their carnal en,emies, let them come 
whence or in what aspect they might. 

Fortified by these additional exercises, .old Mark 
next made himself the master of all the signs and 
evidences of the approach of danger, by a hiort 
rigid and minute inquiry into the visible circum- 
stances of the arrest of the young savage. Content 
received a merited and grateful reward for his pru- 
dence, in the approbation of one whom he still con- 
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A to revere with a mental dependence little 

than that with which he had leaned on his 

er's wisdom in the days of his childhood. 

,Thou hast done well and wisely," said his fa- 

; " but more remaineth to be performed by thy 

lorn and fortitude. We have had tidings that 

heathen near the Providence Plantations are 

uiet, and that they are lending their minds to 

ked counsellors. We are not to sleep in too 

ch security, because a forest journey of a few 

s lies between their villages and our own clear- 

^ Bring forth the captive; I will question him 

the matter of this visit." 

Jntil now, so much did the fears of all turn to- 
wards the enemies who were believed to be lurking 
near, that little thought had been bestowed on the 
prisoner in the block-house. Content, who well 
. knew the invincible resolution, no less than the art 
of an Indian, had forborne to question him when 
taken ; for he believed the time to be better suited 
to vigilant action, than to interrogatories that the 
character of the boy was likely to render perfectly 
useless. He now proceeded, however, with an 
interest that began to quicken as circumstances 
rendered its indulgence less unsuitable, to seek his 
captive, in order to bring him before the searching 
ordeal of his father's authority. 

The key of the lower door of the block-house 

hung where it had been deposited ; the ladder was 

^ replaced, and G)ntent mounted/ quietly to the 

apartment where he had placed his captive. The 

^ room was the lowest of three that the building 

contained, all being above that which might be 

termed its basement. The latter, having no aperture 

but its door, was a dark, hexagonal space, partly 

filled with such articles as might be needed m the 

event of an alarm, and which, at the same time, 

were frequently required for the purposes of do- 

VoL. I. 7 
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mestic use. In the centre of the area was a deep 
well, so fitted and protected hy a wall of stone, as 
to admit of water heing drawn into the rooms 
above. The door itself was of massive hewn timber. 
The squared logs of the upper stories projected a 
little beyond the stone-work of the basement, the 
second tier of the timbers containing a few loops, 
out of which missiles might be discharged down- 
wards, on any assailants that approached nearer 
th?in should be deemed safe for the security of the 
basement. As has been stated, the two principal 
stories were perforated with long narrow slits 
through the timber, which answered the double 
purposes of windowl and ^ loop-holes. Though the 
apartments were so evidently arranged for defence, 
the plain domestic furniture they contained was 
suited to the wants of the family, should they be 
driven to the building for refuge. 'There was also 
an apartment in the roof, oi^ attic, as already men- 
tioned; but it scarcely entered into the more im- 
portant uses of the block-house. Still the advantage 
which it received from its elevation was not over- 
looked. A small cannon, of a kind once known apd 
much used under the name of grasshoppers,* had 
been raised to the place, and time had been, when 
it was rightly considered as of the last importance 
to the safety of the inmates of the dwelling. For 
some years its muzzle had been seen, by all the 
straggling aborigines who visited the valley, frown- 
ing through one of those openings which were now 
converted into glazed windows; and there is reason 
to think, that the reputation which the little piece 
of ordnance thus silently obtained, had a powerful 
agency in so long preserving unmolested the peace 
of the valley. 

The word unmolested is perhaps too strong. 
More than one alarm had in fact occurred, though 
no poMtive acts of violence had ever been com- 
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mitted within the limits which the Puritan claimed 
as his own. On only one occasion, however, did 
matters proceed so iar*that the veteran had been 
induced to take his post in this warlike attic; where, 
there is little doubt, had occasicHi further offered 
for his services, he would have made a suitable 
display of his knowledge in the science of eunneiy. 
But the simple history of the Wish-Ton- Wish had 
furnished another evidence of a political truth, 
which cannot be too often presented to the attention 
of our countrymen; we mean that the best preserv- 
ative of peace is preparation for war. In the case 
Jbefore us, the hostile attitude assumed by old Mark 
and hi& dependants had effectfed all that was desira- 
ble, without-proceeding to the extremity of shedding 
blood. Such peaceful triumphs were fa^ more in 
accordance with the present principles of the 
Puritan, than it would have been with the reckless 
temper which had governed his youth. In the 
quaint and fanatical humor of the times, he had 
held a family thanksgiving around the instrument 
of their security, and from that moment the room 
itself became a favorite resorting-place for the old 
soldier. Thither he often mounted, even in the 
hours of deep night, to indulge in those secret 
spiritual exercise which formed the chiefest 
solace, and seemingly, indeed, the great employ- 
ment of his Hfe. In consequence of this habit, the 
atliq of the block-house came in time to be con 
sidered sacred to the uses of the master of the 
valley. The care , and thought of Content had 
gradually supplied it with many conveniences that 
might C(mtribute to the personal comfort of his 
father, while the spirit was engaged in these mental 
conflicts. At length, the old man was known to use 
the mattress, that among other things it now 'con- 
tained, and to pass the time between the setting 
and rising of the sun in its solitude. The aperture 
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oririnally cut for the exUbition of the grasshopper^ 
had been glazed; and no article of comfort, which 
was once <5aused to mount-the difficult ladder that 
led to the chamber, was ever seen to descend. 

There was somethhig in the. austere sanctity of 
old Mark Heathcote, that was favorable to the prac- 
tices of an anchorite. The youths of the dwelling 
regarded has unbending brow, and the undisturbed 
gravity of the eye it shadowed, with -a respect akin 
to awe. Had the genuine benevolence of his char- 
acter been lessiried, or had he mingled in active 
life at a later period, it might readily have beeiv 
his fate to have shared in the persecution which 
his countrymen heaped on those who "were believed 
to deal with influences it is thought impious to ex- 
ercise. Under actual circumst£(nces, however, the 
sentiment went no farther than a deep and univer- 
sal reverence, that left its object, and the neglected 
little piece of artillery, to the quiet possession of 
an apartment, to invade which would have been 
deemed an act bordering on sacrilege. 

The business of Content, on the occasion which 
caused his present visit to the edifice whose history 
and description we have thought it expedient thus 
, to give at some length, led him no farther than to 
the lowest of its more military apartments. On 
raising the trap, for the first time a feeling of doubt 
came over him, as to the propriety of .having left 
the boy so long unsolaced by words of kindness, or 
by deed of charity. It was appeased by observing 
that his concern was awakened in behalf of one. 
whose spirit was quite equal to sustain greater 
trials. 

The young Indian stood before one of the loops, 
looking out upon that distant forest in which he 
had so lately roamed at liberty, with a gaze too 
riveted to turn aside even at the interruption oc- 
casbned by the presence or hig captor. 
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"Come from thy prison, child," said Content, in 
the tones of mildness ; " whatever may have been 
thy motive in lurking around this dwelling, thou art 
human, and must know human wants; come forth, 
and receive food;^ none here will harm thee." 

The language ef commberation is universal. 
Though the words of the speaker were evidently 
unintelligible to him for whose ears they were in- 
tended, their import was conveyed in the kindness 
of the accents. The eyes of the boy turned slowly 
from, the view of the woods, and he looked his cap- 
tor long and steadily in the face. Content now in- 
deed discovered that he had spoken in a language 
that was unknown to his captive, and he endeavor- 
ed by gesitures of kindness io invite the lad to fol- 
low. He was silently and quietly obeyed. On 
reachkig the court, however, the prudence of a 
border proprietor in some degree overcame his 
feelings of compassion. 

"Bring hither yon tether," he said to Whittal 
Ring, who at the moment was passing towards the 
stables; "here is one wild as the most untamed of 
thy colts. Man is of our nature and of our spirit, 
let him be of what color it may have pleased rrov- 
idence to stamp his features ; but be who would 
have a young savage in his keeping on the morrow, 
must look sharply to his limbs to-day.^' 

The lad submitted quietly, until a turn of the 
rope was passed around one of his arms ; but when 
Content was fain to complete the work by bringing 
the other limb into the same state of subjection, 
the boy glided from his grasp, and cast the fetters 
from him in disdain. This act of deciiied resistance 
was, however, followed by no effort to escape. The 
moment his person was released from a confinement 
which he probably considered as implying distrust 
of his ability to endure pain with the fortitude of 
a warnor, the lad turned quietly and proudly to his 
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captor, and, with an eye m which scorn and haugh- 
tiness were alike glowing, seemed to defy the ful- 
ness of his anger. 

"Be it so," resumed the equal-minded Content ; 
" if thou likest not the bonds, which, notwithstand- 
ing the pride of man, are often healtMul to the body, 
keep then the use of thy limbs, and see that they 
do no mischief. Whittal, look thou to the postern, 
and remember it is forbidden to go afield, until my 
father hath had this heathen under examination. 
The cub is seldom found far from the cunning of 
the aged bear." 

He then made a ^gn to the boy to follow, and 
proceeded to the apartment ^ere his father, sur 
rounded by most of^ the family, awaited their com- 
ing. Uncompromising domestic discipline was one 
of the striking characteristics of the sway of the 
PuritanSvN That austerity of manner which was 
thought to mark a sense of ^ fallen and probationary 
state, was early taught ; for, among a people who 
deemed all mirth a sinful levity, the practice of 
self-conmiand would readily come to be esteemed 
the basis of virtue. But, whatever might have 
been the peculiar merit of Mark Heathcote and his 
household in this particular, it was likely to be ex- 
ceeded by the exhibition of the same quality in the 
youth who had so strangely become their captive. 

We have already said, that this child of the woods 
might have seen some fifteen years. Though he had 
shot upwards like a .vigorous and thrifty plant, and 
with the freedom of a thriving sapling in his native 
forests, rearing its branches towards the light, his 
stature had not yet reached that of man. In height, 
form, and "attitudes, he was a model of active, nat- 
ural, and graceful boyhood. But, while his limbs 
were so fair in their proportions, they were scarcely 
muscular ; still, every movement exhibited a free- 
dom and ease which announced the grace of child- 
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hood, without the smallest evidence of that restraint 
which creeps into our air as the factitious feelings 
of later life begin to assert their influence. The 
smooth, rounded trunk of the mountain ash is not 
more upright and free from blemish, than was the 
figure of the boy, who moved into the curious circle 
that opened for his entrance and closed against his 
retreat, with the steadiness of one who came to 
bestow instead of appearing to receive judgment. 

" I will question hina," said old Mark Heathcote, 
attentively regarding the keen and settled eye that 
met his loi^, stern gaze as steadily as a less intelli- 
gent creature of the woods woula return the look 
of man. "I will question him; and perchance fear " 
will wring from his lips a confession of the evil that 
he and his have meditated against me and mine." 

"I think he is ignorant of our forms of speech," 
* returned G)ntent;."for the words of neither kind- 
ness nor anger wiU force him to a change of fea- 
ture " 

''It is then meet that we commence by asking 
him, who hath the secret to open all hearts, to be 
our assistant." The Puritan then raised his voice 
in a short and exceedingly particular petition, in 
which he implored the Kuler of the Universe to 
interpret his meaning, in the forthcoming examina- 
tion, in a manno^ that, had his request been grant- 
ed, would have savored not a little of the miracu- 
lous. With this preparation, he proceeded du'ectly 
to his task. But neither questions, signs^ nor prayer, 
produced the slightest visible effect The boy gazed 
at the rigid and austere countenance of his inter- 
rogator, while the words were issuing from his 
Ups ; but, the instant they ceased, his searching and 
quick eye rolled over the different curious faces by 
which he was hemmed in, as if he trusted more to 
the sense of sight than that of hearing, for the in- 
formation he naturally sought concerning his futui-e 
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iot. It was found impossible to obtain from hini 
gesture or sound that should betray either the pur- 
port of his questionable visit, his own personal ap- 
pellation, OF that of his tribe. 

" I have been among the red skins of the Provi- 
dence Plantations," Eben Dudley at length ventur- 
ed to observe i ** and ^heir language, though but a 
crooked and irrational jargon, is not unknown to 
me. With the leave of all present," he continued, 
regarding the Puritan in a manner to betray that 
this general term meant him alone, " with the leave 
of all present, I will put it to the younker in such 
a fashion that he will be glad to answer." 

Receiving a look of assent, the borderer uttered 
certain uncouth and guttural sounds, which, not- 
withstanding they entirely failed of their effect, he 
stoutly maintained wereH;he ordinary terms of salu- 
tation among the people to whom the prisoner was 
supposed to belong. 

"I know him to be a Narragansett," continued 
Eben, reddening with vexation at his defeat, and 
throwing a glance of no peculiar amity at the youth 
who had so palpably refuted his claim to skill in 
the Indian tongues; "you see he bath the shells of 
the sea-side wofkied into the. bordering of his moc- 
casons; and besides this Mgn, which is certain as 
that night hath its stars, he beareth the look of a 
chief that was slain by the PequodjS, at the wish of 
us Christians, after an afiair in which, whether it was 
well done or ill done, I did some pai^t of the work 
myself." 

"And how call you that chief?" demanded Mark. 

"Why, he had various names, according to the 
business he was on. To some he was known as the 
Leaping Panther, for he was a man of an extraor- 
dinary jun)p ; and others again used to style him 
Pepperage, since there was a saying that neither 
bullet nor sword could enter his body : though that 
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was a mistake, as his death hath fuDy proven. But 
his real name, according to the uses and sounds of 
his own people, was My Anthony Mow." 

« My Anthony Mow !" 

" Yes ; My, meaning that he was their chief; An- 
thony, being the given name ; and Mow, that of th.e 
breed of which he came ;" rejoined Eben with con- 
fidence, satisfied that he had finally produced a suf- 
ficiently sonorous appellative and a perfectly lucid 
etymology. But criticism was diverted from its aim 
by the action of the prisoner, as these equivocal 
sounds struck his ear. Ruth recoiled, and clasped 
her little nam^ake closer to her side, when she saw 
the dazzling brightness of his glowing eyes, and the 
sudden and expressive dilation of his nostrils. For a 
moment, his lips were compressed with more than 
the usual force of Indian gravity, and then they 
slightly severed. A low, soft, and as even the startled 
matron was obliged to confess, a plaintive sound 
issued from between them, repeating mournfully— 

" Miantonimoh !" 

The word was uttered With a distinct, but deeply 
guttural enunciation. 

" The child mourneth for its parent," exclaimed 
the sensitive mother. "The hand that slew the 
warrior may have done an evil deed !" 

" I see the evident and foreordering will of a wise 
Providence in this," said Mark Heathcote with so- 
lemnity. ^ " The youth hath been deprived of one who 
might have enticed him still deeper into the bonds 
of the heathen, and hither hath he been led in or- 
der to be placed upon the straight and narrow path. 
He shall become a diiK^ller among mine, and we will 
strive against the evil of his mmd until instlruction 
shall prevail. Let him be fed and nurtured, equally 
with the things of life and the things of the world ; 
for who knoweth that which is designed in his be- 
half?" 
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If th^e were more of faith than of rational con- 
clusion in this opinion of the old Puritan, there was 
no external evidence to contradict it. While the ex- 
amination 6{ the hoy was going on in the dwelling, 
a keen scrutiny had taken place in the out-huildings, 
and in the adjacent fields. Those engaged in this 
duty sooa returned, to say that not the smallest trace 
of an ambush was visible about the place; and as 
the captive himself had no weapons of hostility, 
even Ruth began to hope that the mysterious con- 
ceptions of her father on the subject were not en- 
tirely delusive. The captive was now fed, and old 
Mark was on the point of making a proper begin- 
ning in the task he had so gladly assumed, by an 
up-ofiering of thanks, when Whittal Ring broke 
rudely into the room, and disturbed the solenmity 
of his preparations, by a sudden and boisterous out- 
ciy. 

" Away with scythe and sickle," shouted the wit- 
ling ; " it's many a day since the fields of Wish-Ton- 
Wish have been trodden down by horsemen in buff 
jerkins, or ambushed by creeping Wampanoags." 

" There is danger at hand !" exclaimed the sen- 
sitive Ruth. " Husband, the warning was timely.'* 

" Here are truly some riding from the forest, and 
drawing nigh to the dwelling ; but as they are seem- 
ingly men of our kind and faith, we have need rather 
of rejoicing than terror. They bear the ait of mes- 
sengers from the River." 

Mark Heathcote listened with surprise, and per- 
haps with a momentary uneasiness ; but all emotion 
passed away on the instant, for one so disciplined in 
mind rarely permitted any outward exposure of his 
secret thoughts. The Puritan calmly issued an order 
to replace the prisoner in the block-house, assigning 
the upper of the two principal floors for his keep- 
ing; and then he prepared himself to receive guests 
that were little wont to disturb the quiet of his se 
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chided valley. He was still in th^ act of ^vibg forth 
the necessary mandlites, when the tramp of horses 
was heard in the coUrt, and he was summoned to 
the door to greet his unknown visiters. 

"We hate reached Wish-Ton- Wish, and the 
dwelling of Captain Mark Heathcote," said one, 
who appeared, by his air and better attire, to be the 
principal of four that c&mposed the party. 

" By the favor of Providence ; I call myself the 
unworthy owner of this place of refuge." 

" Then a subject so loyal, and a man who hath so 
l<»ig proved himself faithful in the wilderness, will 
not turn from his door the agents of his Anointed 
Master." 

" There is one greater than any of earth, who hath 
taught us to leave the latch free. I pray you to 
alight, and to partake of that we caji oner." 

With this courteous but quaint explanation, the 
horsemen dismounted ; and, giving their steeds into 
the keeping of the laborers of the farm, they enter- 
ed the dw^ing. 

While the maidens of Ruth were preparing a re- 
past suited to the hour and to the quality of the 
guests, Mark and his son had abundant opportunity 
to examine the appearance of the strangers. They 
were men who seemed to wear visages peculiarly 
adapted to the. characters of their entertainers, 
being in truth so ^singularly demure and grave in 
aspect, as to excite some suspicion of their^ being 
newly-converted zealots to the mortifying customs 
of the Colony. Notwithstanding their extraordinary 
gravity, arid contrary to the usages of those regions, 
too, they bore about their persons certain evidence 
of being used to the fashions of the other hemi- 
sphere. The pistols attached to their saddle-bows, 
and other accoutrements of a warlike aspect, would 
perhaps have attracted no observation, had they not 
been accompanied by a fashion in the doublet, the 
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Jbat, and the boot, that denoted a greater iatercourse 
wi^ the mother country, than was usual ai^ong 
the less sophisticated natives of those regions. N<me 
.traversed the forests without the means of defence, 
but, on the other hand, few wore the hostile ihiple- 
ments with so much of a worldly air, or with so 
many minor particularities of some recent caprice 
in fasluon. As they had however announced them- 
selves to be officers of the King, they, who of ne- 
cessity must be chiefly concerned in the object of 
their visit, patiently awaited, the pleasure of the 
strangers, to learn why duty had called them so far 
frcan all the more ordinary haunts of men : for, like 
the native owners of the soil, the self-restrained re- 
ligionists appeared to r^kon an indiscreet haste in 
any thing/ am(»ig the more unmanly weaknesses. 
Nothing for the first half-hour of their visit escaped 
the guarded lips of men evidently well skilled ki their 
present duty, which might lead to a clue of its pur- 
port The nM^rnins meal, passed almost without 
discourse, and one of the party had arisen with the 
professed object of looking to their steeds, before he, 
who seemed the chief, led the conversation to a 
subject, that by its political bearing might, in some 
degree, be supposed to have a. remote connexion 
with the principal object of his journey to that se- 
questered valley. 

" Have the tidings of the gracious boon that hath 
lately flowed from. the favor of the King, reached 
this distant settlement ?" asked the principal per- 
sonage^ one that wore a far less military air than 
a younger companion, who, by his confident mien, 
appeared to be the sec<md in authority. 

"To what boon hath thy words import?" de- 
manded the Puritan, turning a glance of the eye 
at his son and daughter, together with the others 
in hearing, as if to admonish them to be prudent. 

** I speak of the Royal Charter by which 'the 
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people on the banks of ibe Connecticut, and thej of 
the C^oay of New-Haven, are henceforth permitted 
to uaite in government; granting ^m liberty of 
conscience, and great freedom of self-control." 

"Such a gift were worthy of a King! Hath 
Charles done this?" 

^^'That hath he, and much more that is fitting 
in a kind and royal mind. The realm is £mally ireed 
from the abuses of usurpers, and power now resteth 
in the hand& of a race Ismg set apart for its priv- 
ileges." 

"It is to be wished that practice shjrtl render 
them expert and sage^ in its uses," rejoined Maik, 
^mewhat drily. 

." It 18 a merry Prince ! and one but little given 
to the study and exercises of his martyred father; 
but he hath great cunning in discourse, and few 
around his. dread perran have keener wit or more 
ready tongue." 

Mark bowed his head in silence, seemingly little 
disposed to push the discussion of his earthly 
master's qualities to a conclusion that might prove 
ofiensive to so loyal an admirer. One inclining to 
suspicion would have seen, or thought he saw, 
certain equivocal glances from the stranger, while 
he was thus lauding the vivacious qualities of the 
restored monarch, which should denote a desire to 
detect how far the euiogiunds might be grateful to 
his host He acquiesc^ however in the wishes of 
the Puritan, though whether understandingly, or 
without design, it would have been difficult to say, 
and submitted to change the discourse. 

" It is likely, by thy presence, that tidings have 
reached the Colonies from home," said Content, 
who understood, by the severe and reserved ex- 

Sression of his father's features, that it was a 
tting time for him to interpose. 
"There is one arrived in the Bay, within the 
Vol. I. 8 
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m<mtb> hj means jof a King's frigate ;* but no trader 
hath yet passed between the coui^es, except the 
shin which maketh the annual voyage from Bristol 
to Boston." 

" And he who hath arrived— doth he come in 
authority?" demanded Mark; "or is he merely 
another servant of the Lord, seeking to rear ma 
tabernacle in the wilderness?" 

*'Thou shalt know the nature of his errand," 
returned the stranger, casting a glance of malicious 
intelligence obliquely towards ms companions,, at • 
the same time that he arose and placed in the hand . 
of his host a commissi<Hi which evidently bore the 
Seal of State. " It is expected that all aid will be 
given to one bearing this warrantv, by a subject 
of a loyalty so approved as that of Captain Mark ' 
Heathcote," 



CHAPTER VI. 

** But, by your leare, 
1 am an officer of itate, and come 
To speak with •» 

COEIOLANUS. 

NoTwiTHSTAiroiKo the sharp look which the Mes- 
senger of the Crown deliberately and ifow openly 
fastened on the master of Wish-Ton-Wish, while 
the latter was reading the instrument that was 
placed before his eyes, there was no evidence of 
uneasiness to be detected in the unmoved features 
of the latter. Mark Heathcote had too lone school- 
ed his passions, to suffer an unseemly manifestation 
of surprise to escape him ; and he was by nature a 
man of far too much nerve, to betray alarm at any 
trifling exhibition of danger. Returning the parch- 
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ment to the other, he said with unmoved calmness 
to his son — 

"We must open wide the doors of Wish-Ton- 
Wish. Here is one chained with authority to look 
into the secrets of all the dwellings of the colcmy.'* 
Then, turning with dignity to the agent of the 
Crown, he added, " Thpu hadst better commence 
thy duty in season, for we are many and occupy 
much space." 

The face of the stranger flushed a little, it might 
have been with shame for the vocation in which he 
had come so far, or it might have been in resent- 
ment at so direct a hint that the sooner his disa- 
greeable ofl$ce should be ended, the better it would 
please his host Still, he betrayed no intention of 
shrinking from its performance. On the contrary, 
discarding somewhat of that subdued manner which 
he had probably thought it politic to assume, while 
sounding the opinions of coie so rigid, he broke, out 
rather suddenly in the exhibition of a humor some- 
what better suited to^the tastes of him he served. 

" Come then," he cried, winking at his compan- 
ions, " since doors are opened, it would speak ill of 
our breeding should we refuse to enter. Captain 
Heathcote has been a soldier, and he knows how to 
excuse a traveller's freedom. Surely one who has 
tasted of the pleasures of the camp, must weary at 
times of this sylvan Kfe !" 

" The stedfast in faith weary not, though the road 
be long and the wayfaring grievous." 

•'Hum — 'tis pity that the journeying between 
merry England and these Colonies is not more brisk. 
I do not presume to instruct a gentleman who is 
my senior, and peradventure my better; but oppor- 
tunity is everything in a man's fortunes. It were 
charity to let you know, worthy sir, that opinions 
have changed at home: it is full a twelvemonth 
since I have heard a line of the Psalms, or a verse 
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of St. Paul quoted^ in discourse ; at least by men 
who are at all esteemed for their discretion." 

^ Tins change in the fashi<»i of speech may bet- 
ter suit thy earthly than thy heavenly master," said 
Mark Heathcote, sternly. 

**^Well, well, that peace may exist between us, 
we will not bandy words about a text more or less, 
if we may escape the sermon," rejoined the stran- 
ger, no longer affecting restraint, but laughing with 
sufficient freedom at ms own conceit ; a species of 
enjoyment in which his c0mpaniQns mingled with 
great good-will, and without much deference to the 
humor of those under whose roof they found them- 
selves. 

A small glowing spot appeared on the pale cheek 
of the Puritan, and disappeared again, like some 
transient deception produced by the play of light. 
Even the meek eye of Ccmtent kindled at the in- 
sult ; but, like his. father, the practice of self-denial, 
and a never-slumbering consciousness of his own 
imperfections, smothered the momentary exhibition 
of displeasure. 

" If thou hast authority to look into the secret 
places of our babitaticms, do thy office," he said, 
with a peculiarity of tone which served to remind 
the other, that though he bore the commission of 
the Stuart, he was in an extremity of his Empire, 
where even the authority of a King lost some of 
its value. 

Affecting to be, and possibly in reality conscious 
of his indiscretion, the stranger hastily disposed 
himself to the execution of his duty. 
^ " It would be a great and a pain-saving move- 
ment," he said, " were we to nasemble the house- 
hold in one apartment. The government at honle 
would be glad to hear something of the quality of 
its lieges in this distant quarter. Thou hast donbt- 
less a bell to summon the flock at stated periods." 
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*« Our people are yet near the dwelling/' return- 
ed Content: "if it be thy pleasure, none shall be 
absent from -the search/' 

Gathering from the eye of the other that he was 
serious in this wish, the quiet G^nist proceeded to 
the gate, and, placing a riiell to his mouth, blew 
one of those blasts that are so often heard in the 
forests summoning families to their homes, and which 
are alike used as the signals of peaceful recall, or 
of alarm. The sound so(m brou^t all within hear- 
ing to the court, whither the Puritan and his un- 
pleasant guests now repaired as to the spot best 
suited to the purposes of the latter. 

"Hallam," said the principal personage of the 
Jour visiters, addressii^ him who might once have 
been, if he were not still, some subaltern in the 
forces of the Crown, for he was attired in a manner 
that bespoke him but a half-di^uised dr^oon, " I 
leave thee to entertain this goodly^ assemblage. 
Thou mayst pass the time in discoursing cm the 
vanities of the world, of which I believe few are 
better qualified to speak understandingly than thy- 
self, or a few words of admonition to hold fast to 
nthe faith would Coftie with fitting .wdght from, thy 
lips. But look to it, that none of thy nock wander ; 
for here must every creature of them remain, sta- 
tionary as the indiscreet partner of Lot, till I have 
cast an eye into all the cunning places of their 
abode. So set wit at work, and show thy breeding 
as an entertainer." 

After this irreverent charge to his subordinate, 
the speaker signified to Content and. his father, that 
he and his remaining attendant would proceed to a 
more minute examination of the premises. 

When Mark Heathcote saw that the man who 

had so rudely broken in upon the peaceful habits 

of his family was ready to proceed, he advanced 

steadily in bis front, like one who boldly invited in- 

8* ' 
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quiry, and by a grav€ gesture desired him to foHow. 
The straBger, perhaps as much from habit as from 
any settled desisn, nrst cast a free glance around 
at the bevy of fluttered maidens, leered even upon 
the ihodest and meek-eyed Ruth herself, and then 
took the direction indicated by him who had so un- 
hesitatingly assumed the office of a guide. 

The object of this examination still remained a 
secret between those who made it, and the Puritan, 
who had probably found its motive in the written 
warranty which had been suhmitted to his inspec- 
tion.^ That it proceeded from fitting authority, none 
might doubt; and that it was in some manner con- 
nected with the events that were -known to have 
wrought so sudden and so great a change in the 
government of the mother country, all believed 
probable. Notwithstanding the seeming mystery 
of the procedure^ the search was not the less rigid. 
Few habitations of any si2fe or pretension were 
erected in those iimes, which did not contain cer- 
tain secret places, where valuables and even per- 
sons might be concealed, at need. The strangers 
displayed great familiarity with the nature and or- 
dinary portions of these private recesses. Not a 
chest, a closet, or even a drawer of size, escaped 
their vigilance; nor was there a plank that sounded 
hollow, but the master of the valley was called on 
to explain the cause. In one or two instances, 
boards wjdve wrested violently from their fasten- 
ings, and the cavities beneath were explored, with 
a wariness that increased as^he investigation pro- 
ceeded without success. 

The strangers appeared irritated by their failure. 
An hour passed in the keenest scrutiny, and nothing 
had transpired which brought them anv nearer to 
theu* object That they had commenced the search 
with more than usually confident anticipations of a 
favorable result, migM have been gathered from 
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the boldness erf tone asBumed hj their chiefs and the 
pointed personal allttsions in which, from time to 
time, he indulged, ofte^ too freely, and always at 
some expense to the l<^alty of the Heathcotes. But 
when he had completed the circuit of the bnildings, 
having entered all parts from their cellars to the 
garrets, his spleen became so strong as, in some de* 
gree, to get the better of a certain parade of dis- 
cretion, which he had lutherto managed t<y maintain 
in the midst of all his levity. 

** Hast seen nothing, Mr. HaUam?" he demanded 
of the individual left on watch, as they crossed the 
court in retiring from the last of -the out-buildings; 
''or have those traces which led us <^o this distant 
settlement proved false? Captain Heathcote, you 
have seen that we come not without sufficient war- 
ranty, and it is in my power to say we come not 
without sufficient ^" 

Checking himself as if about to utter more than 
was prudent, he suddenly cast an eye on the block- 
house, and demanded its uses. 

" It is^ as thou seest, a building erected for the 
purposes of defence," replied Marie; "cme to which, 
in the event of an inroad of the savages, the family 
may fly for refuge." 

" Ah I these citadels are not unknown to me. I 
have met with others during my journey, but none 
so formidable or so military as tnis. It hath a' soldier 
for its governor, and should hold out for a reasonable 
siege. Being a place of pretension, we will look 
closer into its mVstery." 

He then signified an intention to close the search 
by an examination of this edifice. Content unhes- 
itatingly threw open its door,^ and invited him to 
enter. 

'' On the word of one who, though now engaged 
in a more peaceful calling, has been a campaigner 
in his time, 'twoidd be no child's-play to carry this 
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tower without artillery*. Had tlrjr spies given notice 
of our approach, Captain Heathcote, the entrance 
might have been more di^ult than we now find it 
We have a ladder, here ! Where the nieand of mount- 
ing are found, there must be sometibine to tempt one 
to ascend. I will taste your forest air from an upper 
room." ^ 

<^ You will find the apartm^t above, like this be- 
low, merely prowded lor the security of the unof- 
fending dwellers of the habitations," said G>ntent ; 
while he quietly arranged the ladder before the 
trap, and then, led the way himself to the floor 
above. 

** Here have we loops for the mudcetoons," cried 
the stranger, looking about him, understandingly, 
^ and reasonable defences against shot. Thou hast 
ndt forgotten thy art. Captain Heathcote,and I con- 
sider myself fortunate in having entered thy fortress 
by surprise, or I should rather say, in amity, since 
the peace is not yet brdcen between us. But why 
have we so much of household gear in a place so % 
evidently equipped for war ?" 

** Thou foreettest t^iat woiiien and children may 
be driven to ttiis block for aresidence,"Teplied Con- 
tent. '^ It would show little discretion to neglect 
matters that might he useful to their wants." 

** Is there trotible with the savages V demanded 
the stranger, a little quickly ; ^' the gossips of the 
Colony bade us fear nothing on that head." 

** One cannot say at what hour creatures trained 
in their wild natures may choose to rise. The dwell- 
ers on the borders therefore never neglect a fitting 
caution." 

"Hist!" interrupted the stranger; "I hear a 
footstep above: Ha 1 the scent will prove true at 
last ! Eulloa, Master Hallam !" he cried from one of 
the loops, ** let thy statues al salt dissolve, and come 
hidier to the tower. Here is winrk for a regiment ; 
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for well do we know the nature of that we are to 
deal with." 

The sentinel in the court shouted to his compan- 
ion in the stables, and then, openij and boisterously 
exulting in the prospects of a final success to a 
search which had hitherto giv^i them useless em- 
ployment throughout many a long day and weary 
ride, they rushed together to the block-house. 

" Now, worthy li^es of a gracious master," said 
the leader, when he perceiv^ himself backed by 
all his armed follpwers, and speaking with the air 
of a man flushed with success, ^' now quickly pro- 
vide the means of mounting to the upper story. I 
have thrice heard the tread of man, moving across 
that floor ; though it hath been light and wary, the 
planks are tdl-tales^ and have not had their school- 
ing." 

Content heard the request, which was uttered 
sufficiently in the manner of an order, perfectly 
unmoved. Without betraying either hesitation or 
concern, he disposed himself to comply. Drawing 
the light ladder through the trap below, he placed 
it against the one above him, and ascending he 
raised the door. He then returned to the floor be- 
neath, making a quiet gesture to imply that they 
who chose might mount. But the strangers regard- 
ed each other with i[€ry visible doub^ Neither 
of the inferiors seemed'disposed to precede his chief, 
and the latter evidently hesitated as to the#rder in 
which it was meet to make the necessary advance. 

"Is there no other manner of mounting, hut by 
this narrow ascent ?" he asked. 

"None. Thou wilt find the ladder secure, and of 
no difficult height. It is intended for the use of wo- 
men and children." 

"Ay,"' muttered the officer, "but your women 
and children are not called upon to confront the 
devil in a human form. Felldrws, are thy weapcHis 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



94 TBfi WSPt 

in serviceable c<mdition ^ Here may be need of 
spirit^ ere we get our — ^Hist ! by the Divine Ri^ht 
of our Gracious Master I there is truly (me stirring 
above. Hai^ee, my friend ; thou khowest the road 
so well, we will choose to follow thy conduct." 

Content, who seldom permitted ordinary events 
to disturb' the equanimity of his temper, quietly 
a^ented, and led the way up the ladaer« like one 
who saw no ground for apprehension in the under- 
taking. The agent of the crown sprang after him, 
taking care to keep as near as possible to the per- 
son of his leader^ and calling to his inferiors to lose 
no time in backing him with their support The 
whole mounted through the trap^ widi an alacrity 
nothing short of that with which they would have 
pressed through a dangerous breach; nor did either 
of the four take time to survey the lodgment he 
had made, until the whole party was standing in 
array, with hands grasping the handles of their 
pistols, or seeking as.it were instinctively the hilts 
of their broadswords. 

"By the dark visage of the Stuart !" exclaimed 
fhe principal personage, after satisfying himself by 
a long and disappointed gtf^, that what he said 
was true, "here is nought but an unarmed savage 
boy !" 

"Didst expect to meet ebe?" demanded the still 
unmoved Content. 

"Hmn — that which we expected to meet is sufll^ 
ciently known to the quaint old eentleman below, 
and to our own good wisdom. If thou doubtcst of 
our right to look into thy very hearts, warranty 
for that w^ do can be forthcoming. -Kine Charles 
hath little cause to be tender of his mercies to the 
dwellers of these Colonies, who lent but too willing 
ears to the whinings and hypocrisies of the wolves 
in sheeps' clothing, of whom old.England hath now 
90 happily gotten rid. Thy buildii^ shall again be 
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ntmmagcd from the bricks of the chimney-tops to 
_the corner-stone in thy cellars, imless deceit and 
rebellious cunning shall be abandoned, and the 
truth proclaimed with the openness and fairness of 
Jbold-speaking EngUdmien." 

" I know not what is caUed the iistimess of bold- 
speaking Englishmen, since fairness of q>eech is hot 
a quality of one people, or of one land; but well ^ I 
do know that deceit is sinful, and little of it, 1 
humbly trust, is practised in this settlement. I am 
ignorant of what is sought, and therefore it cannot 
be that I meditate treachery." 

"Thou hearest, Hallam; te reasoneth on a 
. matter that toucheth the peace and safety of the 
Kingl^ cried the other, his arrogance of manner 
increasing with the anger of disappointment.. " But 
why is this dark-skinned boy a prisoner ? dost dare 
to constitute, thyself a sovereign pver the natives 
of this continent, and affect to. have shackles and 
dungeons for such as meet thy displeasure ?" 

"The lad is in truth a captive ; but he has been 
taken in defence of life, and hath little to complain 
of, more than loss of freedom." 

"I will inquire deeply into this proceeding. 
Though commissioned on an errand of difierent 
interest, yet, as one trusted in a matter of moment, 
I take upon me the office of iwrotecting every 
oppressed subject of me Crown. There may grow 
discoveries out of this practice, Hallam, fit to go 
before the Council itself." 

" Thou wilt find but little here, worthy of the 
time and attention of those burthened with the 
care of a nation," returned Content. " The youth- 
ful heathen was found lurking near our habita- 
tions, the past night ; and he is kept where thou 
seest, that he may not carry the tidings of our 
condition to his people, who are doubtless outlying 
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their cvil%" 

^'How meaner thou?" hastily exclaimed the 
other, " at hand, in the forest, didst say V 

**' There can be little doubt. One young as this 
would scarce be found distant from the warriors of 
his tribe ; and that the more eq>ecially, as he was 
taken in the commission of an ambush?' 

" I hope thy people are tiot without good pro- 
vision of arms, and other sufficient muniments of 
resistance. I trust the palisadoes are firm, and the 
posterns ingeniously defended." 

** We look with a diligent eye to our safety, for 
it is well known to us dwellers cm the borders that 
there is little security but in untiring watchfulness. 
The young men were at the gates until the morn- 
ing, «nd we did intend to ^ make a strong scouting 
into the woods as the day advanced, in order to look 
for those signs that may lead us to ccHiclusions on 
the number and purposes of those by whom we 
are environed, had not thy visit called us to other 
duties." 

"And why so tardy in speaking of this intent?" 
demanded the e^nt oS the King, leading th% way 
down the ladder witii suspicious haste. "It is a 
commendable prudence, and must not be delayed. 
I take upon me the responsibleness of commanding 
that all proper care be had in defence of the 
weaker subjects of the Oown who are here col- 
lected. Are our roadsters well replenished, Hallam? 
Duty, as thou safest, is an imperative master ; it 
recalls us more mto the heart of the Colony. I 
would it might shortly point the way to Europe !" 
hcT muttered as he reached the ground. " Go> fellows; 
see to pur beasts, and let them be speedily prepared 
for departure." 

The attendants, tl^ough men of sufficient spirit 
in open war, and when it was to be exercised in 
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a fashion to which thej wete accnstiHned, had, like 
other mortals, a wholesome deference for unknown 
and terrific-looking danger. It is a well-known 
trath, and one that has been proved by the expe- 
nence of two centuries, that while the European 
soldier has ever been readiest to have recourse to 
the assistance of the terrible warrior of the Ameri- 
can /orest, he has, in nearly every instance, when 
retaliation or accident has made him the object 
instead of the spectator of the ruthless nature of 
his warfare, betrayed^ the most saluta^, and fre- 
quently the most abject and ludicrous apprehension 
of the prowesa of his ally. While Content therefore 
looked so steadily, though still seriously, at the 
peculiar danger in which, he was placed, the four 
strangers seemingly saw all of its horrors without 
any of the known means of avoiding them. Their 
chief quickly aband<»ied the insolence of office, 
and the tone of disappointment, for a mien of greater 
ccmrtesy ; and, as policy is often seen suddenly to 
change the sentiments of even more pretending 

Sersonages, when interests assume a new aspect, so 
Id his language rapidly take a character of con- 
ciliation and courtesy. 

The handmaidens were no longer leered at ; the 
mistress of the dwelling was treated with marked 
deference ; and the air of deep respect with which 
even the principal of the party addressed the aged 
Puritan, bordered on an exhibition of'commendable 
reverence. Something was said, in the way of 
apology, for the disagreeable obligations of duty, 
and of a difference between a manner that was 
assumed to- answer secret purposes, and that which 
nature and a sense of right would dictate : but 
neither Mark nor his son appeared to have sufficient 
interest in the motives of their visiters, to put them 
to the trouble of repeating explanations that were as 
Vol. I. 
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awkward to thgee who uttered them, as they were 
unnecessanr to those who listened. 

So far H'om offering any further obstacle to the 
movements of the family, the borderers were seri- 
ously urged to pursue their previous intentions of 
thoroughly examining the woods. The dwelling 
was accordingly intrusted, under the brders of the 
Puritan, to the keeping of -abbut half the labgrers, 
assisted by the Europeans, who dung with instinctive 
attachment to the possession of the block-house; 
their leader repeatedly and rightly enough declaring 
that. though ready at all times to risk life on a plain,- 
he had an unconquerable distaste to putting it in 
jeopardy in a thicket. Attended by Eben Dudley, 
Keuben Ring, and two other stout youths, all well 
though lightly armed. Content then left the pali- 
sadoes, and took his way towards the forest. They 
entered the woods at: the nearest point, always 
marching with the caution and vigilance that a 
sense of the true nature of the risk they ran would 
inspire, and much practice only could properly 
direct. 

The manner of the search was as simple as it 
was likely to prove effectual.^ The scouts com- 
, menced a circuit around the cleannc, extending 
their line as far as might be done without cuttii^ 
off support, and each man lending his senses atten- 
tively to the signs of the trail, or of the lairs*, of 
those dangerous enemies, who they had reason to 
think were outlying in their neighborhood. But, 
like the recent search in the buildings, the scouting 
was for a long time attended by no results. Many 
weary miles were passed slowly over, and mc^e 
than half th^^r task was eioetmi, and^no sign of bein^ 
having life was met, except the very visible trau 
of their four guests, and the tracks of a single 
horse along the path leading to the settlements 
from the quarter by which the . visiter of the 
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previous night had been known to approach. No 
comments were made by any of. the party, as each 
in successicm struck and crossed this path, nearly at 
the same instant^ but a low call from Reuben Ring 
which soon after met their ears, caused them to as- 
semble in a body at the spot whence the summons 
had proceeded. 

" Here are signs of one passing from the clear- 
ing," said the quickreyed woodsman, " and of one 
too that is not numbered among the family of Wish- 
Ton- Wish; since his beast hath had a shodden hoof, 
a mark whi<?h belcHigeth to no animal of ours." 

"We will follow," said G)ntent, immediately 
striking in upon a straggling^ trail, that by many un- 
equivocal signs had been left by some animal which 
had passed that, way not many hours before. Their 
search, however, soon grew to a close. Ere they 
had gone any great distance, they came upon the 
half-demolished carcass of a dead horse. There 
was no mistaking the proprietor of this unfortunate 
animal. Though some beast, or rather beasts of 
prey, had fed plentifully on the body, which was 
still fresh and had scarcely yet done bleeding, it 
was plain, by the remains of the torn equipments, 
as well as by the color and size of the animal, that 
•it was no other than the hack ridden by the un- 
known and mysterious guest, who, after sharing in 
the worship and in the evening meal of the family 
of the Wish-Ton- Wish, had so strangely and so sud- 
denly disappeared. The leathern sack, the weapons 
which iiad so singularly riveted the gaze of old 
Mark, and indeed all but the carcass and a ruined 
saddle, were gone ; but what was left, sufficiently 
served to identify the animal. 

"Here has been the tooth of wolf," said Eben 
Dudley, stooping to examine into the nature of a 
ragged wound m the neck; "and here, too, has 
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been cut of knife; but whether by the hand of a 
red skin, it exceedeth my art to say." ' 

Each individual of the party now bent curiously 
over the wound ; but the results of their inquiries 
went no further than to prove that it was undenia- 
bly the horse of the stranger, that had forfeited its 
li^. To the fate of its master, however, there was 
not the slightest chie. Abandoning the investiga- 
tion, aftei* a long and fruitless examination, they 
'proceeded to finish the circuit of the clearing. 
Night had approached ere the fatiguing task was 
accomplished. As Ruth stood at the postern wait- 
ing anxiously for their retuin, she saw by the coun- 
tenance of her husband, that while nothing had 
transpired to give any grounds of additional alarm, 
no satisfactory testimony had been obtained to ex 
plain the nature of the painful doubts, vfiih which, 
as a tender and sensitive motheryshe had been dis- 
tressed throughout the day. 



CHAPTER VII. ) 

' ' *^ Is there not milking-time, 
When you go to bed, o^ kiln-hole, 
To whistle off these secrets ; but you must be 
Tattiing before all our guests?" 

WiNTfiii's Tale. 

LoNO experience hath shown that the white 
man, when placed in situations to acquire such 
knowledge, readily becomes the master of most of 
that peculiar skill for which the North American 
Indian is so remarkable, and which enables him, 
among other things, to detect the signs of a forest 
trail, with a quickness and an accuracy of intelli- 
gence that amount nearly to an instinct. The fears 
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of the family were therefore greatly quieted by 
the reports of the scouts, all of whom agreed in 
the opinioa that no party of savages, that could be 
at all dangerous to a force like their own, was lying 
near the valley ; and some of whom, the loudest of 
which number .being stout Eben Dudley, boldly 
offered to answer for the security of those who 
depended on their vigilance, with their own lives* 
These assurances had, bey<md a doubt, a soothing 
influence on the apprehensions of Ruth and her 
Jiandmaidens ; but they somewhat failed^ of their 
effect, with those unwelcome visiters who still con- 
tinued to cumber Wish-Ton- Wish with their pres- 
ence. Though they had evidently abandoned all 
ideas connected witb the original object of their 
visit, they spoke not of departure. On the contrary, 
as night approached, their chief entered into coun- 
cil with old M^trk Heathcote, and made certain 
propositions for the security of his dwelling, which 
the Puritan saw no reason to oppose. 

A regular watch was, in consequence, set, and 
maintained till morning, at the palisadoes. The 
different members of the family retired to their 
usual places of rest, tranquil in appearance, if not 
in entire confidence of peace ; and the military 
messengers took post in the lower of the two fight- 
ing apartments of the citadel. With thb simple, 
and to the strangers particularly satisfactory ar- 
rangeknent, the hours of darkness passed aws^y in 
quiet ; morning returning to the secluded valley, as 
it had so ofl^n done before, with its loveliness unim- 
paired by violence or tumult. 

In the same peaceful manner did the sun set suc- 
cessively three several times, and as often did it 
arise on the abode of the Heathcotes, without fur- 
ther sign of, danger, or motive of alarm. With the 
passage of time, the agents of the Stuart gradually 
regained their confidence. Still they never neglect- 
9* 
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ed to withdraw within the protection of the block- 
hoase with the retiring light; a post which the sub- 
ordinate named Ha:llam, more than once gravely 
observed, they were, by their disciplined and mili- 
tary habits, singularly qualified to maintain^ Though 
the Puritan secretly chafed under this protracted 
visit, habitual self-denial, and a manner so long sub- 
dued, enabled biw» to conceal his disgust. For the 
first two days after the alarm, the deportment of 
his guests was unexceptionable. All their faculties 
appeared to be engrossed with keen and anxious 
watchings of the forest, out of which it would seem 
they expected momentarily to see issue a band of 
ferocious and ruthless savages: but symptoms of re- 
turning levity began to be apparent, a§ confidence 
and a feeling of security increased, with the quiet 
passage of the hours. 

. It was on the evening of the third day from that 
on which they had made ^their appearance in the 
settlement, that the man* called Hallam was seen 
strolling, for the first time, through the postern so 
often named, and taking a direction which led to- 
wards the out-buildings. His air was less distrust- 
ful than it had been for many a weary hour, and 
his step proportionably confident and assuming. In- 
stead of wearing, as he had been wont, a pair of 
heavy horseman^s pistols at his girdle, he had evien 
laid aside his broadsword, and appeared more in the 
guise of one who sought his personal ease, than in 
that cumbersome and martial attire which all of his 
party, until now, had deemed it prudenirto maintain. 
He C€tst his glance cursorily over the fields of the 
Heathcotes, as they glowed under the soft light of 
a setting sun ; nor did his eye even refuse to wander 
vacantly along the outline of that forest, which his 
imagination had so lately been peopling with beings 
of a fierce and ruthless nature. 
• The hour was one when rustic economy brings the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF WISa-TON-WISH* lOJ 

labors of the day to a close. Among those who were 
more than ttsually active at that busy moment, was 
a handmaiden of Ru^, whose clear sweet voice was 
heard, in <Mie*of the inclosures, occasionally rising 
on the notes of a spiritual song, and as often sinking 
to a nearly inaudible hum, as she .extracted from a 
favorite animal liberal portions of its nightly trib- 
ute to the dairy of her mistress. To that inclosure 
the stranger, as it were by accident, suffered his 
sauntering footsteps to stroll, seemingly as mu«h in 
admiration of the sleek herd as pf stay other of its 
comely tenants. 

" From what thnish hast taken lessens, my pretty 
maid, that I mistook thy notes for one of the sweet- 
est songsters of thy woods V^ he asked, trusting his 
person to the support of the pen in an attitude of 
easy superiority. " One might fancy it a robin, or a 
wren, trolling out his evening song, instead of hu- 
man voice rising and faUing in every -day psalm- 
ody." 

" The birds of our forest rarely speak," returned 
the girl; "and the one among them * which has 
most to say, does it like those who are called gentle- 
men i when they set wit to work to please the ear 
of simple country maidens.^ 

** And in what fashion may thdt be ?" 

** Mockery." -- 

** Ah ! I have heard of the creature's skill. It is 
said to be a compound of the harmony of all other 
forest songsters; and yet I see !'*ile resemblance to 
the hones Wanguage of a soldier, in its manner of 
utterance." 

" It speaketh without much meaning ; and oftencr 
to cheat the-ear, than in honest reason." 

" Thou forgettest that which I told thee in the 
'morning, child. It would seem that they who named 
thee, have no great cause to exult in their judgment 
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of character, since Unbelief would better describe 
thy disposition, than Faith." 

"It may be, that they who named me little knew 
how great must be credulity, to give ear to aU I 
have been required to credit" 

** Thou canst h^ve no difficulty in admitting that 
thou art comely, since the eye itself will support 
thy belief; nor can one of so quick speech fail to 
know that her wit is sharper than common. Thus 
far, I admit, the name of Faith will not surely belie 
thy character." 

" If Eben Dudley hear thee use such vanity-stir- 
ting discourse," returned the half-pleased girl, " he 
might give thee less credit for wit. than thou seem- 
est willing to yield to others. I hear his heavy foot 
among the cattle, and ere long we shall be sure to 
see a face that hath little more of lightness to 
boast." 

." This Eben Dudley is a pei*sonage of no mean 
importance, I find !" muttered the other, continuing 
his walk, as the borderer named made his appear- 
ance at another entrance of the pen. The glances 
exchanged between them were far from friendly, 
though the woodsman permitted the stranger to 
pass without any oral expression of displeasure. 

"The skittish heifer is getting gentle at last, Faith 
Ring," said the borderer, casting the but of his 
musket on the ground with a violence that left a 
deep impression on the faded sward at. his feet. 
"That brindled ox, old Logger, is not more wiUing 
to ccHne into his yoke, than is the foui^eai^-old to 
yield her milk." 

"The creature has been getting kind, since you 
taught the manner to tame its humor," returned 
the dairy girl, in a voice that, spite of every effort 
of maid^i pride, betrayed something of the flurry 
of her spirits, while she plied h^r light task with 
violent indui^ry; 
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*»Umph! I hope some other of my teachings may 
be as well remembered ; but thou art quick at the 
trick of learning, Faith, as is plain by the ready 
manner in which thou^ hast so shortly got the habit 
of discourse with a man as nimble-tongued as yon 
ridmg reprobate from over sea." 

" I hope that civil listening is no proof of unseem- 
ly discourse on the part of one who hath been train- 
ed in modesty of speech, Eben Dudley. Thou hast 
often said, it was the bounden duty of her who was 
spoken to, to give ear, lest some might say she was 
of scornful mind, and her name for pride be betteir 
earned than that for good-nature*" 

*' I see that more of my lessons than I had hoped 
are still in thy keeping. So thou listenost thus read- 
ilj, Faith, because it is meet that a maiden should 
not be scornful !" 

"Thou sajest so. Whatever ill name I may de- 
serve, thou hast no right to count scorn among my 
failings." 

"If I do, may I " Eben Dudley bit his lip, 

and checked an expression which would have given 
grievous offence to one whose habits of decency 
were as severe as those of his companion. " Thou 
must have heard much that was profitable to-day. 
Faith Ring," he ad^ed, " considering that thy ear 
is so open^ and that thy opportunities have been 
great." 

" I know not what thou wouldst say by speaking 
of my opportunities," returned the girl, bending 
still lower benqath the object of her industry, in 
order to conceal the glow which her own quick 
consciousness told her was burning on her cheek. 

" I would say that the tale must be long, that 
needeth four several trials of private speech to fin- 
ish." 

** Four! as I hope to be believed for a girl of truth 
in speech or deed, this is but the third time that the 
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stranger hath spdcen to me apart, smce the sun hath 
risen." 

" K I know the number of the fingers of my hand, 
it is the fourth!" 

** Nay, how canst thou, Eben Dudley, who hast 
been afield since the crowing of the cock, know 
what hath passed about the dwdlings ? It is plain 
that envy, or some other evil passion, causetb thee 
to speak angrily." 

" jHow is it that I know ! perhaps thou thinkest 
Faith, thy brother Reuben, <mly, hath the gift of 
sight." 

"The labor must have gone on with great profit 
to the Captain, whilst eyes have been roving over 
other matters ! But perhatps they kept the strong of 
arm for the lookers-out, and have set them of feeWer 
bodies to the toil." 

"I have not been so careless of thy life as to 
forget, at passing moments, to cast an eve abroad, 
pert-one. Whatever thou mayst think of the need, 
there would be fine wailings in the butteries and 
dairies, did the Wampanoags get into the clearing, 
and were there none to give the alarm in season." 

"Truly, Eben, thy terror of the child in the 
block must be grievous for one of thy manhood, 
©Ise wouldst thou not watch the buildings so nar- 
rowly," retorted Faith, laughiiig ; for with the dex- 
terity of her sex, she began to feel the superiority 
she was gradually obtaining in the discourse. " Thou 
dost not remember that we have valiant troopers, 
from old England, to keep the younker from doing 
harm. But here cometh the brave soldier himself: 
it will be well to ask vigilance at his hands, or this 
night may bring us to t^e tomahawk in our sleep !" 
* ^ou speakest of the weapon of the savages!" 
^id the messenger, who bad drawn near again with 
^ visible willingness to share in an interview which, . 
while he had watched its progress at a distance. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



OP WISH-T01f-^?WSH. V 10"^ 

appeared to be growing iDteresting. "I trust all 
fear is ovqr, from that quarter." 

" As j&S say, for this quarter," said Eben, adjust- 
ing his lips to a low whistle, and coolly looking up 
to examine the Heavenly body to which he meant 
allusion. **But' the next quarter may bring us a 
pretty piece of Indian skirmishings" 

"And what hath the moon in common with an 
incursion of the savages ? Are there those among 
them, who study the secrets of the stars ?" , 

"They study deviltries and other wickedness, 
more than aught else. It is not easy for the mind 
of man to fancy horrors such as they design, when 
Providence has given them success in an inroad." 

"But thou didst speak of the moon! In what 
manner is the moon leagued with their bloody 
plots?" 

" We have her now in the full, and there is little 
of the night when the eye of a watcher might not 
see a red skin in the clearing ; but a different tale 
may be heard, when^an hour or two of jet darkness 
shall again fall among these woods. There will be 
a change shortly; it behoveth us therefore to be on 
our guard." 

" Thou thinkest then, truly, that there are out- 
lyers waiting for the fitting moment?" said the of- 
ficer, with an interest so marked as to cause even 
the but-half-pacified Faith to glance an arch look 
at her companion, though he still had re^n to dis- 
trust a wilful expression that lurked in the corner 
of h^r eyes, wiich threatened at each moment to 
contradict his relation of the sinister omens. 

" There may be savages lying in the hills, at a 
day's journey in the forest ; but they know the aim 
of a white mari's musket too well, to be sleeping 
within reach of its range. It is the nature of an 
Indian to eat and sleep while he has time for quiet, 
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and to fast and murder when the killing hour hath 
come." 

" And what call you the distance to the nearest 
settlement on the Connecticut ?" demanded the other, 
with an air so studiously indifferent as to furnish an 
easy clue to the inner workings of his mind. 

** Some twenty hours would hring a nimble runner 
to the outer habitations, granting small time for food 
and rest. He that is wise, however, will take but 
little of the latter, until his head be safely housed 
within some such building as yon block, or until there 
shall stand between him and the forest at least a 
goodly row of oaken pickets." 

"There is no path ridden by which travellers may 
avoid the forest during the darkness ?" 

"I know of none. He who quits Wi^h-Ton-Wish 
for the towns below, must make his pillow of the 
earth, or be fain to ride as long as beast can carry." 

** We have truly had experience of this necessity, 
journeying hither. Thou thinkest, friend, the sav- 
ages are in their resting time, and that they wait 
the coming quarter of the moon ?" . 

"To my seeming, we shall not have them sooner," 
returned Eben Dudley ; taking ckre to conceal all 
qualification of this opinion, if any such he jentef- 
tained, by closely locking its purport in a mental 
reservation. 

" And what season is it usual to choose for getting 
into the sl^dle, when business calls any to the set- 
tlements below T" ^ 
. " We never fail to take our departure about the 
time the sun touches the tall pine, which stands on 
yonder height of the mountain. Much experience 
hath told us it is the safest hour; hand of time-piece 
is not more sure than yon tree." 

" I like the night," said the other, looking about 
him with the air of one suddenly struck with the 
promising appearance <rf the weather* " The black- 
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ness no longer hangs about the forest, and it seems 
a fitting, moment to push the matter, on which we 
are sent, nearer to its conclusion/' 

So saying, and probably believing that he had 
sufficiently concealed the motive of his decision, the 
uneasy dragoon walked with an ajr of soldierly cool- 
ness towards the dwellings, signing at the same time 
to one of his companions, who was regarding him 
from a distance, to approach, 

" Now dost thou beUeve, witless Dudley, that the 
four fingers of thy clumsy hand have numbered the 
full amount of all that thou callest my listenings?" 
said Faith, when she thought no other ear but his 
to whom she spoke could catch her words, and at 
the same time laughing merrily beneath her heifer^ 
though still speaking with a vexation she could not 
entirely represL ^^ m -j^ 

" Have^ ^<S^iMlft!^g^B||g|t truth t It is not for 
s i^iau 



such jii TyTjitii'J I I II LI ii^durneying, to one who 
follo\w tne liwScfflwiifa^ajnan^bunter. I have 
saidttfkt vvhich all who dwelrin these parts know 
to be reasonable." 

" Surdy nought else. But truth is made so power- 
ful in thy hands, that it needs be taken, like a bitter 
healing draught, with closed eyes and at many 
swallows. One who driijketh of it too freely, may 
well-nigh be strangled.. I marvel tliat he who is so 
vigilant in providing foi:^t^ cares of others, should 
take so little h||d of thosAe is set to guard." 

"I know^noVhy mea5*|f^ Faith. • Wlien was 
danger near th^aliey, and my musket wanting ?" 

" The good pif ce is tiaier to duty than its master. 
Thou mayest'have lawful license to sleep on thy 
post, for we i»aide»s know nothiif^of the-pleasure 
of the Captain in these matters ; but it would, be 
as seemly, if not as soldiejiy, to place the arms at 
the postern and thyself in the chaj|j)|iers, when 
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next thou hast need of watching and sleeping in 
the same, hour." 

Dudley looked as confused as one of his mould 
and unbending temperament might well be, though 
he -stubbornly refused to imderstand the allusion of 
his offended companion. 

"Thou hast not discussed with the trooper fi-om 
over sea in vain," he said, "since thou speakest 
so wisely of watches and arms.'* 

"Truly he hath much schooled me in the matter." 

" Umph ! and what may be the amount of his 
teaching?" 

"That he who sleepeth at a postern should 
neither talk too boldly of the enemy, nor expect 
maidens to put too much trust " 

" In vf hat, Faith?" 

" Thou surely kiiowest I mea» in his watchful- 
ness. My l|fe on it, ha^ft^e l^ilN*^ jL^% P^^ ^^ ^ 
later hour than common ne^jJ;haaiMfifm%!»st of that 

!;entle-spoken soldiei^fi^i^^nianot have been found, 
ike a sentinel of thi^ousehold, in the second watch 
of the night tlp^t fs gone, dreaming of the good 
things of the Madam's buttery." 

" Didst truly come then, girl ?" said Eben, drop- 
jping his voice, and equally manifesting liis satisfac- 
tion and his shame. " But Aou knowest, Faith, that 
the labor had fallen behind in behalf of the scout- 
ing party, and that the toil of yesterday exceeded 
that of our usual burthens. jNe^Ktheless, I keep 
the postern again io*ight, from flght to twelve, 
and " ^ 

"Will make a goodly rest of it, I doubt not.* No; 
he who hetth b«j|n, so vigilant throughout the day, 
must needs tire of the task as night draws on. 
Fare thee well, wakeful Dudley; if thine eyes 
should open on the moirow, be thankful that the 
maidens have not atitched thy garments to the 
paUsadoes !" 
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Notwithstanding the eflforts of the young man to 
tietain her, the light-footed girl eluded his grasp, 
and, bearing her burden towards the dairy, she 
tripped along the path with a half-averted face, 
in which triumph and repentance were already 
struggling for the possession. 
' In the mean time, the leader of the messengers 
and his military subordinate had a long and inter- • 
esfing cc^ference. When it was ended, the former * 
took his way to the apartment in which Mark 
Heath(?ote was wont to pass those portions of his 
time that were jaot occupied in his secret strivings 
for the faith, t>r in exercisgi^ithput, while superin- 
tending the laborers,^ji*th^lBfc,Njrith some little • 
circumlocution, which was uStoieoHq mask his 
real motives, the agent of the King announced his 
intention to take his final departure tha^t very 
night. 

" I felt it a duty, as one who has gained expe- 
iiience in arms hy some practice in the wars of 
Europe," he said, " to tarry in thy dwelling whik^ 
danger threatened ffcya^Nthe. lurking siiiiki|^ I^ 
would ill becoftie soldiers \o jSf^g^ot tl^jllts^- 
tions ; but had the alarm in trvith sounded, thou 
wilt give faith, when I say that the block-house 
would not have been lightly yielded ! I shall make 
report to them that sent me, that in Captain Mark 
Heathcote, Charles hath a loyal sjubject, and the jSSi^ 
Constitution a firm supporter. The rumors, of a ^ ^ 
seemingly mistaken description, which have led us 
hither, shall be contradicted ; and doubtless it will 
be found, that some accident hath given rise to the 
deception. Should there be occasion to dwell on the 
particulars of the late alarm, I trust the readiness 
of my followers to do good service to one of the 
King^s subjects will not be overlooked." 

"It is the striving of an humble spirit to speak 
nought evil of its fellows, and to conceal.no good." 
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returned the reserved Purit3fi. •*!£ thou hast found 
thy abode in my dwelling to thy liking, thou art 
welcome ; and if duty or pleasure calleth thee to 
quit it, peace go with thee. It will be useful to 
unite with us in asking that thy passage through 
the wilderness may be unharmed; that he who 
watcheth over the meanest of his creatures should 
tale thee in his especial keeping, and that the 
savage heathen-^—" 

**Dost think the savage out of his villages?" de- 
manded the messenger, with an indecorous rapidity, 
that cut short the enumeration of the particular 
blessings and danger^lhat his host thought it meet 
to include in tji^e^^se-taking prayer. 

'^ Thou .surely Kast not tarried with us to aid 
in the defence, and yet feel it doubtful that thy 
services might be useful !" observed Mark Heath- 
cote, drily. 

" I wo^ld the Prince of Darkness had thee and 
all the other diabolicals of these woods in his ovm 
good gripe !" muttered the messenger between his 
teeth; and then^ €is if guided by a spirit that could 
not long t)e quelle; he assumed soifiething more of 
his unbridled and natural air, boldly declining to 
join in the prayer on the plea of haste, and the 
necessity of his looking in person to the movements 
of his followers. ** But this need not prevent thee, 
worthy Captain, from poiiring out an asking in our 
behalf, while we are in the saddle," he concluded ; 
*^ for ourselves, there remaineth much of thy previ- 
ously-bestowed pious aliment to be digested; though 
we doubt not, that should thy voice be raised in 
our behalf, while journeying along the first few 
leagues of the forest, the tread of the hacks would 
Hot be heavier, and, it is certainty, that we our- 
selvj^s should be none the worse for the favor." 

"rhen casting a glance of ill-concealed levity at 
one of bis followers, who had come to say that 
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their steeds awaited^ he made the partmg saluta> 
tion with aa air, in which the respect that we like 
the Puritan could scarce fail to excite, struggled 
with his hahitual contempt for things of a serious 
character. 

The family of Mark Heathcote, the lowest de- 
pendant included, saw these strangen*^ depart with 
great inward satisfaction. Even ^ the maidens^ in 
whom nature, in moments we.^]^|y|^ coinnon, 
had awakened some of the lighx^WB^i|j* were 
gladly rid of gallants, who could not sootlje ihmg 
cars with the utictiqn of flattery, without frequently' 
giving great offence to their severe principlesp by 
light and iri-everent allusions to things on which 
they themselves were accustomed to think with 
fitting awe. Eben Dudley could scarcely conceal 
the chuckle with which he saw the party bury them- 
selves in the forest, though neither he, nor any of 
the more instructed in such matters, believed they 
incurred serious risk fnMn their sudden enterprise* 

The opinions of the scouts proved to be founded 
on accurate premises. That and many a subsequent 
night passed without alarm. The season continued 
to advance, and the laborers pursued their toil to 
its close, without another appeal to their courage, 
or any additional reasous for vigilance. Whittal 
Ring followed his colts with impunity, among the 
recesses of^ the neighboring forests ; and the herds 
of the family went and came, as long as the weather 
would pennit them to range the woods, in regularity 
and peace. The period of the alarm, and the visit 
of the agents of the Crown, came to be food for 
tradition ; and during the succeeding winter, the 
former often furnished motive of merriment around 
the blazing fires that were so necessary to the 
country and the season. 

Still there existed in the family a living memorial 
of the unusual incidents of that night. The captive 
10* 
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remained, long after the events which had placed 
him in the power of the Heathcotes were beginning 
to be forgotten. 

A desire to quicken the seeds of spiritual regene- 
ration, which, however dormant they might be, old 
Mark Heathcote believed to exist in the whole 
family of nian, and consequently in the young 
heathen as weU as in others, had become a sqrt of 
vuMg ^gjtMft^^^ Puritan. The fashions and 
mode .4^^mKing of the times had a strong leaning 
l^^ards superstition ; and it was far from diflScult 
for a man of his ascetic habits and exaggerated 
doctrines, to believe that a special interposition had 
cast the boy into his hands, for some hidden but 
mighty purpose, that time in the good season would 
not fail to reveal. 

Notwithstanding the strong coloring of fanaticism 
which tinged the characters of the religionists of 
those days, they were rarely wanting in worldly 
discretion. The agents they saw fit to employ, in 
order to aid the more hidden purposes of Providence, 
were in common useful and i*ational. Thus, while 
Mark never forgot to summon the lad from his 
prison at the hour of prayer, or to include an 
especial asking in behalf oi the ignorant heathen 
in general and of this chosen youth in particular, he 
hesitated to believe that a manifest miracle would 
be exerted in his favor. That no blame might attach 
to the portion of duty that was confided to human 
means, he had, recourse to the discreet agency of 
kindness and unremitted care. But all attempts to 
lure the lad into the habits of a civilized man, were 
completely unsuccessful. As the severity of the; 
weather increased, the compassionate and thought- 
ful Ruth endeavored to induce him to adopt the 
garments that were found so necessary to the com- 
fort of men who were greatly his superiors in hardi- 
hood and in strength. Clothes, dec6rated in a fashion 
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suited to the taste of an Indian, were ccmsiderat^ly 

Erovided, and entreaties and threats were both free- 
T used, with a view to make the captive wear them. 
On one occasion, he was even forcibly clad by Eben 
Dudley ; and being brought, in the unwonted guise, 
into the presence of old Marl^, the latter offered 
up ian especial petition that the youth might be 
made to feel the merits of this concession to the 
principles of a chastened and instructed man. But 
within an hour, the stout woodsman, who had been 
made on the occasion so active an instrument of 
civilization, announced to the admiring Faith that 
the .experiment was unsuccessful; or, as Eben some- 
what irreverently described the extraordinary ef- 
fort of the Puritan, " the heathen hath already re- 
sumed his skin leggings and painted waist-cloth, not- 
withstanding the Captain has strove to pm better 
garments on his back, by virtue of a prayer that 
might have clothed the nakedness of a whole tribe." 
In short, the result proved, in the case of this lad, 
as similar experiments have since proved in so many 
other instances, the difficulty of tempting one train- 
ed in the freedom and ease of a savage, to consent 
to admit of the restraints of a state of being that 
is commonly thought to be so much superior. In 
every instance in which the youthful captive had 
liberty of choice, he disdainfully rejected the cus- 
toms of the whiter ; adhering with a singular, and 
almost heroic pertinacity to the usages of his people 
and his condition. 

The boy was not kept in his bondage without ex- 
traordinary care. Once, when trusted in the fields, 
he had openly attempted to escape ; nor was the 
possession of his person recovered without putting 
the speed of Eben Dudley and Reuben Ring to a 
more severe trial, as was confessed by the athletic 
young borderers themselves, than any they had 
nitherto undergone. From that moment, he was 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



116" THE WEPT 

never permitted to paas the palisadoes. Whea duty 
called the laborers afield, the captive was invariably 
secured in his prison, where, as some compensation 
for his confinement, he was supposed to enjoy the 
benefit of long and familiar communication with 
Mark Heathcote, who had the habit of passing 
many hours of each day, and, not unfrequently, 
long portions of the night, too, within the retire- 
ment of the block-house. During the time only 
when the gates were closed, or when some one of 
strength and activity sufficient to control his move- 
ments was present, was the lad permitted to stroll, 
at will, among the buildings of the border fortress. 
This liberty he never failed to exercise, a^d often 
in a manner that overcame the affectionate Ruth 
with a painful excess of sensibility. 

Instead of joining in the play of the other chil- 
dren, the young captive would stand aloof, and re- 
gard their sports with a vacant eye, or, drawing 
near to the palisadoes, he often passed hours in 
gazing wistfully at those endless forests in which he 
first drew breath, and which jwobably contained all 
that was most prized in the estimation of his simple 
judgment. Ruth, touched to the heart by this silent 
but expressive exhibition of suffering, endeavored 
in vain to win his confidence, with a view of enticing 
him into employments that might serve to relieve 
his care. The resolute but still quiet boy would not 
be lured into a forgetfulne$s of his origin. He ap- 
peared to comprehend the kind intentions of his 
gentle mistress, and frequently he even suffered 
himself to be led by the mother into the centre of 
her own joyous and merry offspnng ; but it was 
only to look upon their amusements with his former 
cold air, and to return, at the first opportunity, to 
his beloved site at the pickets. Still there were 
singular and even mysterious evidences of a growing 
consciousness of the nature of the discourse of which 
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he was occasionally an auditor, that would have be* 
trayed greater familiarity with the language and 
opinions of the inhabitants . of the valley, than his 
known origin and his absolute withdrawal from com- 
munication could give reason to expect. This im- 
portant and inexplicable fact was proved by the 
frequent and meaning glances of his dark «ye, when 
aught was uttered in his hearing that affected, ever 
so remotely, his own condition ; and, once or twice, 
by the haughty gleamings of ferocity that escaped 
him, when Eben Dudley was heard to vaunt the 
prowess of the white men in their encounters with 
the original owners of the country. The Puritan 
did not fail to note these symptoms of a budding in- 
telligence, as the pledgies of a fruit that would more 
than reward his pious toil; and {hey served to fur- 
nish a great relief to certain occasional repugnance, 
which all his zeal could not entirely subdue, at be- 
ing the instrument of causing so much •suffering to 
one who, after all, had inflicted no positive wrong 
on himself. 

At the period of which we are writing, t^e climate 
of these States differed materially from that which 
is now known to their inhabitants. A winter in 
the Province of Connecticut was attended by many 
successive falls of snow, until the earth was entirely 
covered with firmly compressed masses of the frozen 
element. Occasional thaws and passing storms of 
rain, that were driven away by a return of the clear 
and cutting cold of the north-western gales, were 
wont at times to lay a coverirfg on the ground, that 
was congealed to the consistency of ice, until men, 
and not imfrequently beasts, and sometimes sleighs, 
were seen moving on its surface, as on the bed of a 
frozen lake. During the extremity of a season like 
this, the hardy borderers, who could not toil in their 
customary pursuits, were wont to range the forest 
in quest of game, which, driveb for food to known 
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resorting places ipi the woods, then fell most easily a 
prey to the intelligence and skill of such men as 
Eben Dudley and Reuben Ring. 

The youths never left the dwellings on these 
hunts, without exciting the most touching interest 
in their movements, on the part .of the Indian boy. 
On all such occasions, he would linger at the loops 
of his prison throughout the day, listening intently 
to the reports of the distant muskets, as they re- 
sounded in the forest ; and the only time, during a 
captivity of so many inonths, that he was ever seen 
to smile, was when he examined the grim look and 
muscular claws of a dead panther, that had fallen 
beneath the aim of Dudley, in one of these excur*- 
sions to the mountains. The compassion of all the 
borderers was powerfully awakened in behalf of 
the patient and dignified young sufferer, and gladly 
would they have given their captive the pleasure 
of joining ki the chase, had not the task been one 
that was far from easy of accomplishment. The 
former of, the woodsmen just mentioned had even 
volunteered to lead him like a hound in a leash; 
but this was a species of degradation against which 
it was certain that a young Indian, aipbitious of the 
character and jealous of the dignity of a warrior, 
would have openly rebelled. 

The quick interest of the observant Ruth had, 
as it has been seen, early detected a growing intel- 
ligence in the boy. The means by which one, who 
never mingled in the employments, and who rarely 
seemed to listen to the dialogues of the family, 
could come to comprehend the meaning of a lan- 
guage that is found sufficiently difficult for a scholar, 
were however as much of a mystery to her, as to 
all around her. Still, by the aid of that instinctive 
tact which so often enlightens the mind of woman; 
'/as she certain of the fact. Profiting by this know- 
ledge, she assumed the task of endeavoring to obtain 
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an honorary pledge from her protege, that, if per- 
mitted to loin the hunters, he woum return to the 
valley at tae end of the day. But though the lan- 
guage of the woman was' gentle as her own kind 
nature, and her entreaties that he would give some 
evidence of having comprehended her meaning 
were zealous and oft repeated, not the smallesi 
symptom of intelligence, on this occasion, could he 
extracted from her pupil. Disappcnnted, and not 
without sorrow, Ruth had abandoned the compas- 
sionate design in despair, when, on a sudden, the 
old Puritan, who had been a silent spectator of her 
fruitless efibrts, announced his faith in the integrity 
of the kKl, and his intention to permit him to make 
one of the very next party, that should leave the 
habitations^ 

The cause of this sudden change in the hitherto 
stern watchfulness of Mark Heathcote was, like so 
many other of his impulses, a secret in his own bo- 
soxfL It has just been said, that during the time 
Ruth was en^ged in her kind and fruitless experi- 
ment to extract some evidence of intelligence from 
the boy, the Puritan was a close and interested ob- 
server of her efibrts. He appeared to sympathize 
in her disappointment, but the weal of those uncon- 
verted tribes who were to be led from the darkness 
of their ways by the instrumentality of this youth, 
was far too important to admit the thought of rashly 
losing the vantage-ground he had gained, in the 
eradually-expanmng intellect of the £)y, by running 
flh^ hazard of an escape. To all appearance, the 
intention of permitting him to quit the'defences had 
therefore been entirely abandoned^ when old Mark 
so suddenly announcea a change of rescrfution. The 
conjectures on the causes of this unlooked-for de- 
termination were exceedingly various. Some be- 
lieved that the Puritan had been favored with a 
mysterious intimation of the pleasure of Providence, 
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in the matter ; and others thought that, beginnmg 
to despair of success in his uimertaking, he was 
willing to seek for a more visible manifestation of its 
puiposes, by hazarding the experiment of trusting 
the boy to the direction of his own impulses. An 
appeared to be of opinion that if the lad returned, 
the circumstance might be set down to the inter 
vention of a miracle. Still, with his resoluticm once 
taken, the purpose of Mark Heathcote remained 
unchanged. He announced this unexpected inten- 
tioQ, after one of his long €ind solitary visits to the 
block-house, where it is possible he had held a pow- 
erful spiritual strife on the occaaon; and, as the 
weather was exceedingly favorable for such an ob- 
ject, he commanded his dependants to prepare to 
make the sortie on the following morning. 

A sudden and an uncontrollable gleam of delight 
&i8hed on the dark features of the captive, when 
Ruth was about to place in his hands the bow of her 
own son, and» by signs and words, she gave .him to 
understand that he was to be permitted to use it in 
thefreeairof the forest. But the exhibition of plea- 
sure disappeared as quickly as it had been betrayed. 
" When the lad received the weapons, it was rather 
with the manner of a hunter accustomed to their 
use, ihsm of one to whose hands they had so long 
been strangers. As he left the gates of Wish-Ton- 
Wish, the handmaidens of Ruth clustered about 
him, in woiKlering interest ; for it was strange to see 
*a youth so long guatded with jealous care, again 
free and unwatchod. Notwith^nding their ordi- 
nary dep^dence on the secret lights and great wis- 
ddm of the Puriten, there was a very general im- 
pression that the lad, around whose presence there 
was so much that was mysterious and of interest to, 
their own security, was now to be gazed upon for 
the bst time. The boy himself was unmoved to the 
last Still he paused, with hi» foot on the threshbld 
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of the dwelling, and appeared to regard Ruth and 
her young offipring witjh momentary concern. Then, 
assuming Ihe calm air of an Indian warrior, he suf- 
fered his eye to grow^old and vac&nt, following with 
a nimble step the hunters who were already passing 
without the palisadoes^ 



^GHAPTER Vin. 

^* Well, I am jour theme : yt>u have the start of me : I am de- 
jected ; I am not able to answer the Welsh flannel ; ignorance 
itself is a plummet OTer me: use me as you will;" 

Mbeet Wives op Windsoe. 

PoBTS» aided by the general longing of human 
nature, have given a reputaticm to the Springs that 
it rarely merits. Though this imaginative class of 
writers have said so much of its talmy airs and 
odoriferous gales/ we find it nearly everywhere the 
most reluctant, churlish, and ^ckle of the four sea- 
sons. It is the youth of the year, and, like that 
probationary period of life, most fitted to afibrd the 
promise erf better things. There is a constant strug- 
gle between reality and hope throughout the whole 
of this slow-moving and treacherous period, which 
has an unavoidable tendency to deceive. AH that 
is said of its grateful productions is fallacious, for 
the earth is as little likely to yield a generous trib- 
ute without the quickening influence of the summer 
heats, as man is wont to bring forth commendable 
fruits without the agency of a higher moral power 
than any he possesses in virtue of his innate pro- 
pensities. On the other hand, the fall of the year 
possesses a sweetness, a repose, and a consistency, 
which maj be justly likened to the decline of a 
well^speol^life. It is, in all countries and in every 
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climate^ the period wh^ ^yskid and moral causes 
unite to Airmsh the richest sources of enjoyment 
If the Spri^ it the time of hope^ Autumn is the 
season of fruition* There is just enough of change 
to give zest to the current of esustence, while there 
is too little of vicissitude to he pregnant of disap- 
pointment. Succeeding to the nakedness of Winter, 
the Spring is grateful hy comparison; while the 
glories of Autumn are enjoyed, after the genial 
powers of Summer have been lavishly expended. 

In obedience to this great law oi the earth, let 
poets sing and fancy as they may, the Spring and 
Autumn <rf America partake largely of the univer- 
sally distinctive characters of The rival seasons. 
What Nature has done on this Continent, has not 
been done niggardly ; and, while we majr boast of 
a decline of &e year that cer^inly rivals, and, 
with few exceptions, eclipses the glories of most of 
the climates of the old world, the opening months 
rarely fail of equalizing the eifts of Providence, by 
a very decided exhibition of ail the disagreeable 
qualities for which they are remarkable. 

More than half a year had elapsed, between the 
time when the Indian bov had been found lurking 
in the valley of the Heathc<^es, and that da^ when 
he was first permitted to go into the forest, fettered 
by no other restraint than the moral tie which the 
owner of the valley either knew, or 6incied, would 
not fail to cause him to return to a bondage he had 
found so irksome. It was April ; but it was April 
as the month was known a century ago in Conaec> 
ficut, and as it is even now bo often found to disap- 
p<^nt all expectations of that capricious seas<Hi of 
the year. The weather had returned suddenly and 
violently to the rigor of winter. A thaw had been 
succeedied bv a storm of movr and sleet, and the in- 
terlude of the spring-time of blosdc^ns had tevmi- 
nated wi A « Uting gale from the nortb>^est, which 
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had appareotly placed a permanent seal on the lin- 
gering pM^esence of a second February. 

On the morning th^t Content led his followers 
into the forest, they issued, from the postern clad in 
coats of skin. Their lower limbs were protected 
by the coarse leggings which they had worn in so 
many previous hunts, during the past winter, if that 
might be called past which had returned, weakened 
but little of ita keenness, and bearing all the out- 
ward marks of J^inuary. When last seen, Eben 
Dudley, the heaviest of the band, was moving firmly 
cm the c/ust of the. snow, with a step^ as sure as if 
he had trodden on the frozen earth itself. More 
than one of the maidens declared, that though they 
had endeavored to trace the footsteps of the hunters 
from the palisa^ies, it would have exceeded even 
the sagacity of an Indian eye to follow their trail 
along the icy path they travelled. 

Hour .after hour passed, without bringing tidii^ 
from the chase. The repcurts of fire-arms had in- 
deed been occasionally heard, ringing among the 
arches of the woods ; and broken echoes were, for 
some hours, rolling from one recess of the hills to 
another. But even these signs of the presence of 
the hunters gradually receded with the advance of 
the day; and, long ere the sun had gained the me- 
ridian, and its warmth, at that advanced season not 
without power, was shed into the valley, the whole 
range of the adjoining forest lay in its ordinary dull 
and solemn silence. 

The incident of the hunt, apart from the absence 
of the Indian boy, was one cm too common occur- 
rence to give birth to any particular motives of ex- 
citement. Ruth quietly busied herself among her 
women, and when the recollection of those who 
were scouring the neighboring forest came at all to 
her mind, it was coupled with the care with which 
she was providing to administer to their ccHuforts, 
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after the fatigue of a day ol extraordinary personal 
efibrts. This was a duty never lightly performed. 
Her sitx^ation was one eminently fitted to foster the 
hest affections of woman, since it admitted of few 
temptations to yield to other than the most natural « 
feeling; she was, in consequence, known on all oc- 
casions to exercise them with the devotedness of 
her «ex. 

''Thy father and his companions will look on our 
care with pleasure," said the thoughtful matron to 
her youthful image, as she directed a more than 
usual provision of her larder to he got in readiness 
for the hunters; "home is ever sweetest after toil 
and exposure." 

" I douht if Mark he not ready to faint with so 
weary a march," said the child already introduced 
by the name of Martha; "he is young to go into 
the woods, with scouters tall as great Dudley." 

"And the heathen," added the little Ruth, "he is 
young too as Mark, though more used to the toil. It 
may be, mother, that he will never ceme, to us 
more !" ^ 

"That would grieve our venerable parent; for 
thou knowest^ Ruth, that he hath hopes of working 
on the mind of the boy, until his savage nature shau 
yield to the secret power. But the sun is falling be- 
hind the hill, and the evening is coming in cool as 
winter ; go to^the postern, and look out upon the 
fields. I would know if there be any signs of thy 
father and his party." 

Though Ruth gave this mandate to her daugh-^ 
ter, she did not the less neglect to exercise her own 
faculties in the same grateful office. While the 
children went, as they were ordered, to the outer 
gate, the matron herself a&cended to the lower 
apartment of the block, and, from its different loc^, 
she took a long and anxious survey of the limited * 
prospect The shadows of the trees, that Hned the 
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western side «f the view, were already thrown (kr 
across the hxoad sheet of frozen snow, and the Sud- 
den chill which succeeded the disappearsuM^e of the 
sun announced the rapid approach of a night that 
promised to support the severe character of the 
past day. A freezing wind, which had brought with 
it the cold airs of the great lakes, and which had 
even triu0q>hed over the more natural influence of 
an April sun, had however fckll^i, leaving a temper- 
ature not unlike that which dwells in the milder 
seasons of the year am^ong the glaciers of the upper 
Alps. 

Ruth was too long accu^med to such forest 
scenes, and to such a " lingering of winter in the lap 
of May," to feel, on their account, any additi<»)al 
\measiness. But the 'hour had now arrived when 
she had reason to look for the return of the hunters. 
With the expectation <rf seeing their forms issuing 
from the forest, came the anxiety which is an un- 
avoidable attendant of disappointment The shadows 
continued to deepen in the valley, until the gloom 
thickened to the darkness of night, without bringing 
any tidings from those without. 

When a delay, which was" unusual in the mem- 
bers of a family circumstanced like that of the 
Wish-Ton-Wish, came to be coupled with various 
little observations that had been jnade during the 
day, it was thought that reasons {or alarm were be- 

g'nning, at each instant, to grow more plausible.- 
eports of fire-arms had been heard, at an early 
hour, from opposite points in the hills, and in a 
manner too <£stinct to be mistaken for echoes; a 
certain proof that the different members of the hunt 
had separated in the forest. Under such circum- 
stances, it was not difficult for the imagination of 
a wife and a mother, of a sister, or oi her who 
secretly confessed a still more tender interest in 
some one of the hunters, to conjure to the imagina- 
11* 
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tion the numberless dangers to whkh those who 
were engaged in these expeditions were known to 
be exposed. 

"I doubt that the chase 'bath drawn them further 
from the valley than is fitting for the hour and the 
season," observed Ruth to her maidens, who had 
gathered in a group^bout her, at a point that over- 
tooked as much of the cleared land around the 
buildings, as the darkness would allow; "the graves! 
man becomes thoughtless as the unreflecting child 
when led by the eagerness of the pursuit. It is the 
duty of older heads to think for those that want ex 
penence — ^but into what indiscreet complaints are 
my fears leading ! It may be that my husband i? 
even now striving to collect his party, in order tc 
return. Hast any heard his conch soimding the 
recall?" 

"The woods are still as the day the first echo of 
the axe was heard among the trees," returned Faith. 
"I did hear that which sounded like a strain 'of 
brawling Dudley's songs, but it proved to be no more 
than the lowing bf one of his own oxen. Perchance 
the animal misseth some of its master's care." 

"Whittal Riug hath looked to the beasts, ani it 
may not be that he hath neglected to feed, among 
others, the creatures of Dudley. Thy mind is given 
to levity. Faith, in the matter of this young man. 
It is not seemly that one of thy years and sex should 
manifest so great displeasure at the name of a youth, 
who is pf an honest nature, and of honest habits, 
too, though he may appear ungainly to the eye, and 
have so little favor with oije of thy disposition." 

"I did not fashion the man," said- Faith, biting 
her lip, and tossing h6r head; "nor is it aught to 
me whether he be gainly or not As to my favor, 
when he a^iks it, the man shall not wait IcMig to know 
the answer. But is not yon figure the fellow him- 
self, Madam Heathcote? — here, coming in from the 
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eastern hill, along the (Hnchard path. The form 1 
mean is just here; you may see it, at this moment, 
turning by the bend in the brook." 

" There is one of a certainty, and it should be 
one of our hunting party, too; and yet he doth not 
seem to be of a size or of a gait like that of Eben 
Dudley. Thou shouldst have a knowledge of thy 
kindred, girl ; to me it seemeth ihj brother." 

** Truly, it may be Reuben Rmg; still it hath 
much of the swa^er of the other, though their 
stature be nearly equal — the manner of carrying 
the musket is much the same with all the borderers 
too— one cannot easily tell the form of man from a 
stiraip by this light — and — ^yet do I think it will 
prove to be the loitering Dudley." 

"iioiterer or not, he is the first to return from 
this long and weary chase," said Ruth, breathing 
heavily, like one who regretted that the truth were 
sa ''Go thou to the postern, and admit him, girl. I 
ordered bolts to be drawn, for I like not to leave a 
fortress defended by a female garrison, at this hour, 
with open eates. I will hie to the dwelling, and see 
to the comforts of those who are a-hungered, since 
it will not be l<Mig ere we shall have more of them 
at hand." 

Faith complied, with affected indifference and 
sufficient delay. By the time she had reached the 
place of admission, a form was seen ascending the 
acclivity, and taking the direction which led to the 
same spot. In the next minute, a rude efibrt to en* 
ter announced an arrival without. 

"Gently, Master Dudley,", said the wilful girl, 
who held the bolt with one hand, though she ma- 
liciously delayed to remove it " We know thou 
art powerful of arm, and yet the palisadi^s will 
scarcely fall at thy touch. Here are no Sampsons 
to pull down the pillars on our heads. Perhaps we 
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may Bot he diiposed to give entrance to "them who 
sta^jr ahroad out of all s^aon**^ 

"Open the p6stem> girl/^ said Eben Dudleys 
" after which, if thou hast aught to say, we shall 
he h^er convenienced for discoui'se." 

" It may be that thy c(H>versation is most agree- 
able when heard from without* Rendar an account 
of thy hackslidings, diroughout this day^ penitent 
Dudley, that I may take pity on thy weariness. But 
lest hunger should hare overcome thy memory, I 
may serve to help thee J:o the particulars. The 
first of thy offences was ta consume more than thy 

E>rtion of the ccid meats; the second was^ to suffer 
euben Ring to kill the deer, and for thee to claim 
it ; and a third was the trick thou hast of listening 
so much to thine own voice, that even the beasts 
fled thee, from dislike of thy mrise." 

"Thou triflest unseasonably, Faith; I would 
speak with the Captain, without delay.'* 

"It may be that he is better employed than to 
desire such company. Thou art not the only strange 
animal by many who hath roared at the gate of 
Wish-Ton-Wish." 

"Have any come within the day. Faith?" de- 
manded' the borderer, with the interest such an 
event would be likely to create in the mind of one 
who habitually lived in so great retirement. 

"What sayest thou to a second visi* from the 
gentle-spoken stranger ? he who favored us with so 
much gay discourse, the by-gcme fall of the year. 
That would be a guest fit to receive ! I warrant me 
his knock would not be heard a second time." 

" The gallant had better beware the moon !" ex- 
claimed Dudley, striking the but of his musket 
against the ice with so much force as to cause his 
companion to start, in alarm. " What fool's errand 
hath again brought him to prick his nag so deep 
into the forest?" 
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" Nay, thy wit is ever like the unhroken colt, a 
beadstfong run-away. I said Dot, in full meaning, 
that the man had come; I only invited thee to give 
an opinion in the event that he should arrive unex 
pectedly, though I am far from certain that any 
nere ever expect to see his face iagain." 

"This is K)olish prating/' returned the youth, 
provoked at the exhibition of jealousy into which 
he had been incautiously betrayed. ** 1 tell thee to 
withdraw the bolt, for I have great need to speak 
with the Captain, or with his son." 

** Thou mayst open thy mind to the first, if he 
will listen to what thou ha&t to say/' returned the 
girl, removing the impediment to his entrance; 
" but thou wilt sooner get the ear of the other by 
remaining at the gate, since he has not yet come in 
from the forest." 

Dudley recoiled a pace» and repeated her words 
in the tone of one who admitted a feeling of alarm 
to mingle with his surprise. 

" Not in from t^e forest !" he said ; " surely there 
are none abroad, now that I am home !" 

"Why dost say it? I have put my jibes upon 
thee more in payment of ancient transgressions 
than for any present offence. So far from being 
last, thou art the first of the hunters we have yet 
seen. Gro in to the Madam without delay, and tell 
her of the danger, if any there be, that we take 
speedy measures for our safety." 

" That would do little good, truly," muttered the 
borderer, like one musing. " Stay thou here, and 
watch the postern. Faith; I will back to the woods; 
for a timely word, or a signal blown from my conch, 
might quicken their footsteps." 

What madness hath beset, thee, Dudley ! Thou 
wouldst not go into the forest again, at this hour 
and alone, if there be reason for fear ! Come farther 
within the gate, man, that I may draw the bolt ; 
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Ae Madam will woader that we tarry here scy 

1CM«." 

"Hal — I hear feet movii^ io the meadow; I 
know it bj the creaking of the snow; the others 
are not lagging.'^ 

Notwithstanding the apparent certainty of the 
oung man, instead of going forth to meet h& fdends, 
le withdrew a. step, and with his owl hand drew 
tbebdt that Faith had just desired might be fas- 
tened ; taking care, at the same time to let fall a 
swinging bar of wood, which gave additicmal secu* 
rity to the fjBUttenings of the postern. His appre- 
hensions, if any such had induced this caution^were 
however unnecessary; for ere h6 had tme to make, 
or even to reflect on any further movement, admis- 
sion was demanded in tne well-known voice of the 
son of him who owned the valley. The bustle of 
the arrival, for with G>ntent entered a group of 
companions loaded with venis^, put ah end to the 
dialogue. Faith seized the opportunity to glide 
away in the obscurity, in order to amiounce to her 
mistress that the hunters had returned — an office 
that she performed without entering at all into the 
particulars of her own interview with Eben Dudley. 

It is needless to dwell <hi the Aatbfaction with 
which Ruth received her husband and son, after 
the uneai^noss she had just suffered. Though tl^ 
severe maimers of the rrovince admitted of no vio- 
lent exhibition of passing emotions, secret jOy was 
reigniiig in the mild eyes and glowing about the 
flushed cheeks of the discreet matron, while she 
personally chelated in the offices •f the evening 
meal. 

The party had returned teeming with no extra- 
ordinary incidents ; nor did they appear to be dis- 
turbed with any of that seriousness of air which 
hali 80 unequivocally characterized the depojrtment 
of him who had preceded them. On the ccmtrary, 
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each had his quiet tale to relate^ now perhaps itt 
the expense of a luckless companion^ and sometimes 
in order that no }»art of bis own individual skill, as 
a hunter, should be unknown. The delay was ac- 
counted for, as similar delays axe annmonly ex- 
plained, by distance and the temptatkms of an un- 
usually successful chase. As the appetites of those 
who' had passed the day in Ihe exciti^ toil were 
keen and the viands tempting, the first half-hour 
passed quickly, as ail such half-hours are wont to 
pass, in garrulous recitals of personal exploits, and 
of the hairbreadth escapes of deer, which, had 
fortune not been fickle, should have now been 
present as trophies of the skill of the hand by 
which they fell- It was only after personal vanity 
was sufficiently appeased, and when the hunger even 
of a border-man could achieve no more, that the 
hunters began to look about them with a diminished 
excitement, and to discuss th<B events of the day 
with a fitting calmness, and with a discretion more 
suited to their ordinary self-command. 

''We loist the sound of thy ccmch, wandering 
Dudley, as we fell into the deep hollow of the ^ 
mountain," said Content, in a pause of the discourse; 
"since which time, neither eye nor ear of any has 
had trace, of thy movements, until we met thee at 
thepostern, stationed like a looker-out on his watch.^' 

The individual addressed had mingled in none 
of the gaiety of the hour. While others fed freely, 
or join^ in the quiet joke, which could escape the 
Ups of even men chastened as his companions, Eben, 
Dudley had tasted sparingly of the viands. Nor had 
the muscles of his hard countenance once relaxed 
in a smile. A gravity and silence so extracMrdinary, 
in one so little accustomed to exhibit either qualify 
did not fail to attract attentitm. It was Universally 
ascribed to the circumstance that he had returned 
empty-handed from the hunt; and now that one 
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having autfaoritj had seen fit to give such a direc- 
tion to the discourse, the imaginary delinquent was 
not permitted to escape unscathed. 

" The hutcher had Kttle to do with this day's 
kUlingy" said one of the young men; '^ as a punish- 
ment for his absence from the slaughter, he should 
be made to go on the hill and bring in the two bucks 
he will find hanging from a maple sapling near to 
the drinking spring. Our meat should pass through 
his hands in some fashion or other, else will it lack 
savor." 

" Ever since the death of the stra^ling wether, 
the trade of Eben Imth been at a stand," added 
another; "the down-hearted youth seems like one 
ready to give up his calling to the first stranger 
that shall ask it.'^ 

"Creatures, which run at large prove better 
mutton than the stalled wether," continued a third; 
" and thereby custom was getting low before this 
hunt. Beyond a doubt, he has a full supply for all 
who shall be likely to seek venison in his stall." 
, Ruth observed that the countenance of her hus- 
band grew grave^ at these allusions to an event he 
had always seemed to wish forgotten ; and she inter- 
posed with a view to lead the minds of those who 
listened, back to matter nK)re fitting to be discussed. 

"How is this?" she exclaimed in haste; "hath 
jthe stout Dudley lost any of his craft ? I have never 
icounted with greater certainty on the riches of the 
table, than when he hath been sent among the hills 
few the fat deer, or the tender turkey. It would 
touch grieve me to learn that he beginueth to lack 
the hunter's skill." 

" "The man is getting melancholy with over-feed- 
ing," muttered the wilful tones of one busied among 
the vessels, ih a distant part of the room. "He 
taketh his exercise alone, in order that none need 
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discover the failing. I think he be much disposed to 
go t)ver sea, in ordelr to become a trooper." 

Until now, the subject of these mirthful attacks 
had listened like one too confident of hh established 
reputation to feel concern ; but at the sound of the 
last speaker's voice, he grasped the bushy covering 
of one entire cheek in his hand, and tuming a re- 
proachful and irritated glance at the already half- 
repentant eye of Faith King, all his natural spirit 
returned. . 

"It may be that my skill hath left me,'* he said, 
"and that I love to be alone, rather than to be 
troubled with the company of some that might 
readily be-named, no reference being had to such 
gallants as ride up and down the colony, putting 
evil opinions into the thoughts of honest men's 
daughters ; but why is Eben Dudley to bear all the 
small shot of your humors, when there is another 
who, it might seem, hath strayed even further from 
your trail than he ?" 

Eye sought eye, and each youth by hasty glances 
endeavored to read the countenances of all the 
rest in coAipany, in order to learn who the absentee 
might be. The young borderers shook their heads, as 
the features of every well-known face were recog- 
nised, and a general exclamation of denial was 
about to break from their lips, when Ruth ex- 
claimed — 

" Trulyi the Indian is wanting !" 

So constant was the apprehension of danger from 
the savages, in the breasts of those who dwelt on 
that exposed frontier, that every man arose at the 
words, by a sudden and commcn impulse, and each 
individual gazed about him in a surprise that was a 
little akin to dismay. 

" The hoj was with us when we quitted the for- 
est," said Content, after a moment of death-like 
stillness. " I spoke to him in commendation of his 

Vol. I. 12 
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activity^ BX^i of the knowledge he had shown in 
beating up the secret places of the deer; though 
there is little reason to think my words we're under- 
stood." 

^* And were it not sinful to take si^ch solemn evi- 
dence in behalf of so light a matter, I could be quali- 
fied on the Book itself, that he was at my elbow as 
we entered the orchard," added Reuben Ring, a 
man renowned m that little community for the ac- 
curacy of his vision. 

"And I will mak^ oath or declaration of ai^ sort, 
lawful or conscientious, that he came not within the 
postern when it was opened by my. own hand," re- 
turned Eben Dudley. << I told off the number of the 
party as you passed, and right sure am I that no red 
skin entered." 

^ Canst thou tell us aught o( the lad ?" demanded 
Ruth, quick to take the alarm on a subject that bad 
so long exercised her care, and given food to her 
imagination. 

"Nothing. With me he hath not been since the 
tum of the day. I have not seen the face of li^dng 
man from that moment, unless in truth one of mys- 
terious character, whom I met in the forest, may 
be so called." 

The manner ia which the woodsman qpoke was 
too serious and too natural, not to give birtli in his 
auditors to some of his own gravity. Perhaps the 
appearance of the Puritan, at that moment, aided 
in quieting the levity that had been uppermost in 
the minds of the young men; for^ it is certdin/diat 
when he entered, a deeper and a geaeral curiosity 
came over the countenances of all present Content 
waited a moment in respectful silence, till his father 
had moved slowly through the circle, and thep he 
prepared himself to look further into an afiair that 
^began to assume the appearance of matter worthy 
of investigation. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

»La«t night of all. 
When yon nme star, that's westward 6;om the pole, 
Had made its courae to iUnme that part of heaven 
Where now it Irarhs, Marcellns, and myself, 
The bell then heating one— —" 
^ Peace, break ^ee off; look, where it oomes again !^' 

Hamlet. 

It is our duty, as faithful historians of the events 
recorded in this homely legend, to Conceal no cir- 
cumstance which may throw the necessary degree 
of light on its incidents, nor any cminion that may 
serve for the better instruction of the reader in the 
characters of its actors. In order that this obliga- 
tion may be discharged with sufficient clearness and 
precision, it has now become necessary to make a 
short digression from the immediate action of the 
tale. 

Enough has been already shown, to prove that 
the Heaihcotes lived at a time, and in a country, 
where very q^uaint and peculiar religious dogmas 
had the ascendancy. At a period when visible man- 
ifestations of the goodness of Providence, not only 
in spiritual but in temporal gifts, were confidently 
expected and openly proclaimed, it is not at all sur- 
pnsing that more evil agencies should be thought 
to exercise their power in a manner that is some- 
what oppoised to the experience of our own age. As 
we have no wish, however, to make these pages the 
medium of a theological or metaphysical controversy, 
we shall deal tenderly with certain important eventis, 
that most of the writers, who were coteniporary 
with the facts, assert toolr place in the Colonies of 
New-England, at and about the period of which we 
are now writing. It is sufficiently knewn that the 
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art of witchcraft, and one even still more diabolical 
and direct in its origin, were then believed to flour- 
ish, in that quarter of the world, to a degree that 
was probably in a very just proportion to the neglect 
with which most of the other arts of life were 
treated. 

There is so much grave and respectable authori- 
ty, to. prove the existence of these evil influences, 
that it requires a pen hardier than any we wield, 
to attack them without a suitable motive. " Flashy 
people," says the learned and pious Cotton Mather, 
Doctor of Divinity and Fellow of the Royal Society, 
" may burlesque these things ; but when hundreds 
of the most sober people, in a country -where they 
have as much mother wit, certainly, a« the rest of 
mankind, knoio tk&m to he true, nothing but the absurd 
and froward spirit of Sadducism can question them." 
Against this grave and credited authority, we pre- 
tend to raise no question of scepticism. We submit 
to the testimony of such a writer as conclusiver 
though as credulity is sometimes found to be bounded 
by geograpical limits, and to possess something of a 
national character, it may be prudent to refer cer- 
tain readers, who dwell in the other hemisphere, 
to the Common Law of England, on this interesting 
subject, as it is ingeniously expounded by Keeble 
and approved by the twelve judges of that highly 
civilized and enlightened island. With this brief 
reference to so gi-ave authorities, in support of what 
we have now to oflTer, we shall return to the matter 
of the narrative, fully trusting that its incidents 
will throw some additional light on the subject of so 
deep and so general concern. 

Ci)ntent waited respectfully until his father had 
taken his seat, a«d then perceiving that the vener- 
able Puritan had no itmnediate intention of moving 
personally in the affair, he commenced the examin- 
atioa of his dependant as follows ; opening the mat- 
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ter with a seriousness that was abundantly warrant* 
ed hy the gravity of the subject itself* 

" Thou hast spoken of one met ii^ the forest," he 
said ; " proceed :with the purport of that interview, 
and tell us of what manner of maji it was.*^ 

Thus'directly interrogated, Eben Dudley disposed 
himself to giv^ a full ami satisfactory answer. First 
casting a glance around, so as toembiuce every 
curious and eager countenance, and letting his look 
rest a Httle longer than common on a half-interested, 
half-^incredulous, and a somewhat ironical dark eye, 
that was riveted on his own from a distant corner 
of the room, he commenced his statement as fol- 
lows : 

"It is known to you all," said the borderer, " that 
when we had gained the mountain-top, there was a 
division of our numbei-s, in such a fashion that each 
hunter should sweep his own range of the forest, in 
order that neither moose, deer, nor bear, might have 
reasonable chance of escape. Being of large frame, 
and it may be of swifter foot than common, the 
young Captain saw fit to command Reuben Ring to 
flank one end of the line, and a man, who is nothing 
short of him in either speed, or strength, to do the 
same duty on the other. There was nothing partic- 
ularly worthy of mention that took place on the 
flank I held, for the first two hours; unless indeed 
the fact, that three several times did I fall upon a 
maze of well-beaten deer-tracks, that as often led 
to nothing " 

" These are signs common to the woods, and they 
are no more than so many proofs that the animal 
'has its sports,^^like any other playful creature, when 
not pressed by hunger or by danger," quietly ob- 
served Content. 

"I jpretend not to take those deceitful tracks 
much mto the account," resumed Dudley; "but 
shortly after losing the sound of the conchs, I 
12* 
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roused a noble buck from his lair beneath a thicket 
of hemlocks, and having^ the game in view, the 
chase led me wide-off towards the wilderness, it may 
have been the distance of two leagues." 

" And in all that time, had you no fitting moment 
to strike the beast V 

*^ None whatever ; nor, if opportunity had been 
given, am I bold to say that hand of mine would 
have been hardy enough to aim at its life." 

*^ Was there aught in the deer, that a hunter 
should seek to spare it ?" 

" There was that in the deer, that might bring a 
Qiristian man to much serious reflection." 

" Deal more openly with the nature and appear- 
ance of the animal," said Content, a little less tran- 
quil than usual ; while the youths and maidens 
placed themselves in attitudes still mpre strongly 
denoting attention. 

Dudley pondered an instant, and then he com-' 
menced a less equivocal enumeration of what he' 
conceived to be the marvels of his tale* 

"Firstly," he said, "there was no trail, neither 
to nor from the spot where the creature had made 
its lair; secondly, when roused, it took not the 
alarm, but leaped sportingly ahead, taking suffi- 
cient care to be beyond the range of musket, with- 
out ever becoming hid from the eye ; and lastly its 
manner of disappearance was as worthy of mention 
as any other of its movements." 

" And in what manner didst thou lose the crea- 
ture?" 

"I had gotten it upon the crest of a hillock, 
where true eye and steady hand might make sure* 
of a buck of much smaller size, when — didst hear 
aught that might be accounted wonderful, at a 
season of the year when the snows are still lying on 
the earth?" 

The auditors regarded one another curiously, each 
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endeg^voring to recall some unwonted sound which 
mighf sustain a narrative that was fast obtaining 
the seducing interest of the marvellous. 

"Wast sure, Charity, that the howl we heard 
from the forest was the yell of the beaten hound?" 
demanded a handmaiden of Ruth, pf a blue-eyed 
companion, who seemed equally well disposed to 
contribute her share of evidence in support of any 
exciting legend. 

"It might have been other," was the answer; 
"though the hunters do speak of their having beaten 
the pup for restiveness." 

" There was a tumult among the echoes, that 
soimded like the noises which follow the uproar of 
a falling ti^ee," said Ruth, thoughtfully. " 1 remem- 
ber to have asked if it might not be that some 
fiei'ce beast had caused a general discharge of the 
musketry, but my father was of opinion that death 
had undermined some heavy oak." 

" At what hour might this have happened V 

" It vi^as past the turn of the day ; for it was at 
the moment I bethought me of the hunger of those 
who had toiled sincfe light, in the hills." 

" That then was the sound I mean. It came not 
from falling tree, but was uttered in the air, fai 
above all forjests. Had it been heard by one bettei 
skilled in the secrets of nature " 

^*He would say it thundered;" interrupted Faith 
Ring, who, imlike most of the other listeners, man* 
ifested little of the quality which was expressed 
by her name. "Truly, Eben Pudley hath done 
marvels in this hunt ; he hath come in with a thun- 
derbolt in^ his head, instead of a fat buck on his 
shoulders !" 

"Speak reverently, girl, of that thou dost not 
comprehend," said Mark Heathcote, with stern au-* 
thority. "Marvels are manifested equally to the 
ignorant and to the learned; and although vain- 
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minded pretenders to philosophy ieiffirin, that the 
warring of the elements is no more than nature 
working out its own purification, yet do we know, 
from all anciait authorities, that other manifesta- 
tions are therein exhibited. Satan may have con- 
trol over the magazines of the air ; he can * let off 
the ordnance of Heaven.* That * the Prince of the 
Powers of Darkness hath as good a share in chem- 
istry as goes to the making of Aurum Fulminans, 
is disserted by one of the wisest writers of our age." 

From this declaration, and more particularly from 
the' learning discovered in the Puritan's speech, - 
there was no one so hardy as to dissent. Faith was 
glad to shrink back among the bevy of awe-struck 
maidens; while (Content, after a sufficiently re- 
spec tf^l pause, invited the woodsman, who was yet 
■teeming with the most important part of his com- 
munication, to proceed. 

" While my eye was searching for the lightning, 
which should in reason have attended that thun- 
der, had it been uttered in the manner of nature, 
the buck liad vanished ; and when I rushed upon 
the hillock, in order to keep the game in view, a 
man mounting its opposite side came so suddenly 
upon me, that our muskets were at each other's 
breasts before either had time for speech." 

" What manner of man was he V ' 

" So far as human judgment might determine, he 
seemed a traveller, who was endeavoring to push 
through the wilderness, frofn the towns below to 
the distant settlements of the Bay Province ; but I 
account it exceeding wcmderful, that the trail of a 
leaping buck should have brought us together in so 
unwonted a manner !" 

" And didst thou see aught of the deer, after that 
encounter ?" 

" In the first hurry of the surprise, it did certainly 
appear as if an animal were bounding along the 
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wood into a distant thicket ; but it is known how 
readily one may be led by seeming probabilities 
into a false conclusion, and so I account that glimpse 
as delusion. No doubt, the animal, having done 
that which it was commissioned to perform, did then 
and there disappear, in the manner I have named." 

" It might have been thus. And the stranger — 
had you discourse with him, before parting ?" 

"We tarried together a short hour. He related 
much marvellous matter of the experiences of the 
people, near the sea. According to the testimony 
of Uie stranger, the Powers of Darkness have been 
manifested in the Provinces in a hideous fashion. 
Numberless of the beUevers have been persecuted 
by the invisibles, ^ and greatly have they endured 
suffering, both in soul and body." 

" Of all this have I witnessed surprising instan- 
ces, in my day," said Mark Heathcote, breaking the 
awful stillness that succeeded the aimunciation of 
so heavy a visitation on the peace of the Colony, 
with his deep-toned and imposing voice. " Did he, 
with whom you conferred, enter into the particu- 
lars of the trials ?" 

** He spoke also of certain other signs that are 
thought to foretell the coming of trouble. When I 
named the weary chase that I had made, and the 
sound which came from the air, he said that these 
would be accounted trifles in the towns of the Bay 
where the thunder and its lightnings had done much 
evil work, the past season ; Satan having especially 
shown his spite, by causing them ^o do injury to the. 
houses of the Lord." 

" There has long been reason to think that the 
pilgrimage of the righteous, into these wilds, will 
be visited by some fierce Opposition of those envious 
natures, which, fostering evil themselves, cannot 
brook to look up<Hi the toiling of such as strive to* 
eep the narrow path. We, will now resort to tile 
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only weapon it i» permitted us^ to wield in this con- 
troversy, but which, when handled with diligence 
and zeal, never fails to lead to victory." 

So saying, without waiting to hear more of the 
tale of Efoen Dudley, old Mark Heathcote arose, 
and assuming the upright attitude usual amcmg the 
people of his sect, he addressed himself to prayer. 
The grave and awe-struck but deeply confiding 
congregation imitated his example, and the lips of 
tlie Puritan had parted in the act of utterance, 
when a low, faltering note, like that produced by a 
wind instrument, rose on the outer air, and pene- 
trated to the place where the family was assembled. 
A conch was suspended at the postern, in readiness 
to be used by^any of the family whom accident or 
occupation should detain beyond the usual hour of 
closing the gates ; and both by the direction and 
nature of this interruption, it would seem tha^ an 
applicant for admission stood at the portal. The ef- 
fect (Xk the atiditors was general and instantaneous. 
Notwithstanding the recent dialogue, the young men 
involuntarily sought their arms, while the startled 
females huddled t(^ether like a flock of trembling 
and timid deer. 

" There is, of a certainty, a signal ffom wiAout!" 
Content at length observed, after waiting to sufler 
the sounds to die away among the angles of the 
buildings. "Some hunter, .who hath strayed from 
his path, claimeth hospitality." 

lH)en Dudley shook his head like one who dis- 
sented, but, having with all the other youths grasp- 
ed his musket, he stood as undetermined as the rest 
concerning the course it was proper to pursue. It 
is uncertain how long this indecision might have 
continued, had no. further summons been given ; but 
he without appeared too impatient of delay to suf- 
fer much time to be lost. The C(mch sounded again, 
and with far better ^success than before. The blast 
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was longer, louder, and bolder, than that which had 
first pierced the walls of the dwelling, rising full 
and rich on the air, as though onewell practised in 
the use of the instrument had placed lips to the 
shell. 

Ccmtent would scarcely have presumed to disobey 
a mandate coming from his father, had it been Uttle 
in conformity with his own intentions. , But second 
thoughts had already shown him the necessity of 
decision, and he was in the act of motioning to 
Dudley and Reuben Ring to follow, when the Puri- 
tan bade him look to the matter. Making a sign 
for the rest of the family to remain where they 
were, and arming himself with a musket which had 
more than once that day beea proved to be of cer- 
tain aim, he led the way to the postern which has 
already been so often mentioned* 

"Who pounds at my gate?' demanded Content, 
wheh he and his followers had gained a position, 
under cover of a low earthen mound erected ex- 
pressly for the purpose of commanding the entrance; 
" who summons a peaceful family, at this hour of 
the night, to their outer defences?' 

" One who hath need of what he asketh, or he 
would i)ot disturb thy quiet," was the answer. 
".Open the postern, Master Heathcote, without fear; 
it is a brother in the faith, and a subject of the 
same laws, that asketh the boon." 

"Here is truly a Christian man without," said 
Content, hurrying to the postern ; which, without a 
moment's delay, he threw freely open, saying as he 
did so, " enter of Heaven's meriy, and be welcome 
to that we have to bestow." 

A tall, and, by his tread, a heavy man, wrapped 
in a riding-cloak, bowed to the greeting, and im- 
mediately passed beneath . the low lintel. Every 
eye was keenly fastened on the stranger^ who, after 
ascending the acclivity a short distance, paused. 
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while ttie yoong men, under flieimsaster's orders, 
carefully aud scrupulously renewed the fastenings of 
the gate. When boltj and bars had done their office. 
Content joined his guest ; and after making another 
fruitless effort, by the feeble light which fell from 
the stars, to scan hk person,. he said, in his own 
meek and quiet manner — 

"Thou must have great need of warmth and 
nourishnient. The distance from this valley to the 
nearest habitation is wearisome, and one who hath 
journeyed it, in a season like this, may well be nigh 
fainting. Follow, and deal with that we have to 
bestow as freely as if it were thine own." * 

Although the stranger manifested none of that 
impatience which the heir of the Wish-Ton-Wish 
s^ppeared to think one so situated might in all rea- 
son feel, thus invited he did not hesitstte to comply. 
As he followed in the footsteps of ^i» host, his tread, 
however, was leisurely and dignified; and once or 
twice,, when the other half delayed iji order, to 
make some passing observatic^ of courtesy, he be- 
trayed no indiscreet anxiety to enter on those per- 
sonal indulgences which might in reality prove so 
grateful to cme who had journeyed far in an in- 
clement season, and along a road where neither 
dwelling nor security invited repose. 

"Here is warmth and a peaceful welcome," pur- 
sued Content, ushering his guest into the centre of 
a group of fearfully anxious faces. " In a little time, 
other matters shall be added to thy comfort." 

When the stranger foun^ himself under the glare 
of a powerful light, and confronted to so many 
' curious and wondering eyes, for a single instant be 
hesitated. Then stepping calmly forward, he cast 
the short riding-cloak, which had closely muffled 
his features, from his shoulders, and discovered the 
severe eye, the stem lineaments, and the athletic 
form of him who had once before been knowu tc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF \VISH-TO]f-WISH. 145 

enter the doors of Wish-Ton-Wish with little warn- 
ing, and to have quitted them so mysteriously. 

The Puritan had arisen , with quiet and grave 
courtesy, to receive his visiter; but obvious, power- 
ful, and extraordinary interest gleamed about his 
usually subdued visage, when, as the features of 
the other were exposed to view, he recognised the 
person of the man who advanced to meet him. 

"Mark Heathcote," said the stranger, "my visit 
is to thee. It may, or it may n<>t, prove longer than 
the last, as thou shalt receive my tidings. Afiairs 
of the last moment demand that there should be 
little delay in hearing that which I have to offer." 

Notwithstanding the excess and nature of the 
surprise which the veteran Mark had certainly be- 
trayed, it endured just long enough to allow those 
wondering eyes, which were eagerly devouring all 
that passed, to note its existence. Then, the sub- 
dued and characteristic manner, which in general 
marked his air, instantly returned, and with a quiet 
gesture, like that which friends use in moments of 
confidence and security, he beckoned to the other 
to follow to an inner room. The stranger complied, 
making a slight bow of recognition to Ruth, as he 
passed her on the way to the apartment chosen for 
an interview that was evidently intended to be 
private. 
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CHAPTER X. 



** Jtfar. Shall I strike at it with my partizan? 
Hor* Do, if it will not stand. 

Mar. 'Tis here ! * 

Hot. 'Tis here ! 
Jtfar.'Tisgonel" 

Hamlet. 

The time that this unexpected visiter stood un 
cloaked and exposed to recc^niticMi, before the eyes 
of the curious group in the outernroom, did not much 
exceed a minute. Still it was long enough to allow 
men who rarely overlooked the smallest peculiarity 
of dress or air, to note some of the more distinguish- 
ing accompaniments of his attire. The heavy horse- 
man's pistols, once before exhibited, were in his 
girdle, and young Mark got a glimpse of a silver- 
handled dagger which had pleased his eye before 
that night, fiut the passage of his grandfather and 
the stranger from the room prevented the boy from 
determining whether it was entirely of the same 
fashion as that, which, rather as a memorial of by- 
gone scenes than for any service that it might now 
be expected to perform, hung above the bed of the 
former. 

" The man hath not yet parted with his arms !" 
exclaimed the quick-sighted youth, when he found 
that every other toneue continued silent. " I would 
he may now leave them with my grand'ther, that 
I may chase the skulking Wampanoag to his hid- 
ing-" 

" Hot-headed boy ! Thy tongue is too much given 
to levity," said Ruth, who had not only resumed her 
seat, but the light employment that had been inter- 
rupted by the blast at the gate, with a calmness of 
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mien that did not fail in some degree to reassure 
her maidens. ** Instead of cherishing the lessons of 
peace that are taught thee, thy unruly thoughts 
are ever bent on strife." 

" Is there harm in wishing to be armed with a 
weapon suited to my years, that I may do service 
in beating down the power of our enemies ; and per- 
haps aid something, too, in affi>rding security to my 
mother?" 

"Thy mother hath no fears," returned the ma- 
tron gravely, while grateful affection prompted a 
kind but furtive glance towards the high-spirited 
though sometimes froward lad. " Reason hath al- 
ready taught me the folly of alarm, because one 
has knocked at our gate in the night-season. Lay 
aside thy arms, men ; you see that my husband no 
longer clings to the musket. Be certain that his eye 
will give us warning, when there shall be danger at 
hand." 

The unconcern of her husband was even more 
strikingly true, than the simple language of his wife 
would appear to convey. Content had not only laid 
aside his weapon, but he had resumed his seat near 
the fire, with an air as calm, as assured, and it might 
have seemed to one watchfully observant, as under- 
standing, as her own. Until now, the stout Dudley 
had remained leaning on his piece, immovable and 
apparently unconscious as a statue. But, following 
the injunctions of one he was accustomed to obey 
he placed the musket against the wall, with the care 
of a hunter, and then running a hand through his 
shaggy locks, as though the action might quicken 
ideas that were never remarkably active, he bluntly 
exclaimed — 

" An armed hand is well in these forests, but an 
armed heel is not less wanting to him who would 

?ush a roadster from the Connecticut to the Wish- 
'on-Wish, between a rising and a setting sun ! The 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



148 THE WEPT 

stranger no longer journeys in the saddle, as is plain 
by the sign that his boot beareth no spur. When he 
worried, by dint of hard pricking, the miserable 
hack that proved food for the wolves, through 
the fcurest, he had better appointments. I saw the 
bones of the animal no later than this day. They 
have been polished by fowls and frost, till the driven 
snow of the mountains is not whiter !" 

Meaning and uneasy, but hasty glances of the eye 
were exchanged between Content and Ruth, as Eben 
Dudley thus uttered the thoughts which had been 
suggested by the unexpected return of the stranger. 

"Go you to the look-out at the western palisa- 
does," said t;he latter ; " and see if perchance the 
Indian may not be turking near the dwellings, 
ashamed of his delay, and perchance fearful of csul- 
ing us to his admission. I cannot think that the child 
means to desert us^ with no sign of kindness, and 
without leave-taking." 

"I will not take upon me to say, how much 
or how little of ceremony the youngster may fancy 
to be due to the master of the valley and his kin ; 
but if not gone already, the snow, will not melt more 
quietly in the thaw, than the lad will one day dis- 
appear. Reuben Ring, thou hast an eye for light 
or darkness { come forth with me, that no sign es- 
cape us. Should thy sister, Faith, make one of our 
party, it would not be easy for the red-skin to pass 
the clearing without a hail." 

"Go to," hurriedly answered the female; "it is 
more womanly that 1 tarry to see to the wants of him 
who hath journeyed far and hard, since the rising 
of the sun. If the boy pass thy vigilance, wake- 
ful Dudley, he will have little cause to fear that of 
others." 

Though Faith so decidedly declined to make one 
of the party, her brother complied without reluc- 
tance. The yoimg men were about to quit the place 
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together; when the latch> on which the hand of 
Dudley was already laid, rose quietly without aid 
from his finger, the door opened, and the object of 
their intended search glided past them, and took his 
customary position in one of the more retired cor- 
ners of the room. There was so much of the ordi- 
nary, noiseless manner of the young captive in this 
entrance, that for a moment they who witnessed the 
passage of his dark form across the apartment, were 
led to think the movement no more than the visit 
he was always permitted to make at that hour. But 
recollection soon came, and with it not only the sus- 
picious circumstance of his disappearance, but the 
mexplicable manner of his admission within the 
gates, 

"The pickets must be looked to!" exclaimed 
Dudley, the instant a second look assured him that 
his eyes in truth beheld him who had been missing. 
" The place that a stripling' can scale, might well 
admit a host." 

" Truly," said Content, ** this needeth explana- 
tion. Hath not the boy entered when the gate was 
opened for the stranger ? — Here cometh one that 
may speak to the feet !" 

" It is so," said the individual named, who re-en- 
tered from the inner room in season to hear the na- 
ture of the remark. " I jR>und this native child near 
thy gate, and took upon me the office of a Christian 
man to bid him welcome. Certain am I, that one, 
kind of heart and gently disposed, like the mistress 
of this family, will not turn him away in anger." 

"He is no stranger at our fire, or at our board," 
said Ruth; "had it been otherwise, thou wouldst 
have done well." 

Eben Dudley looked incredulous. His mind had 
been powerfully exercised that day with visions of 
the marvellous, and, of a certainty, there was some 
13* 
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reaton to distrust the manner in which the re-ap* 
pearance of the youth had heen made. 

'< It will he well to look to the fastenings," he 
muttered, "lest others, less easy to dispone of, should 
follow. Now that invisible agencies are at work in 
the G)lony, one may not sleep too soundly!" 

'^Then go thou to the look-out, and keep the 
watch, till the clock shall strike the hour of mid- 
night ;" said the Puritan, who uttered the command 
in a manner to show that he was in truth moved 
by considerations far deeper fhan the vague ajjpre- 
hensions of his dependant " Ere sleep overcome 
thee, another shall be ready for the relief." 

Mark Heathcote seldom spoke, but respectful 
silence permitted the lowest of his syllables to be 
audible. On the present occasion, when his voice 
was first heard, such a stillness came over all in 
presence, that he finished the sentence amid the 
nearly imperceptible breathings of the listeners. 
In this momentary but death-like quiet, there arose 
a blast from the ronch at the gate, that might have 
seemed an echo of that which had so lately startled 
the already-excited inmates of the dwelling. At the 
repetition of sounds so unwonted, all sprang to their 
feet, but no one spoke. Content cast a hurried and 
inquiring glance at his father, who in his turn had 
anxiously sought the eye of the stranger. The lat- 
ter stood firm and unmoved. One hand was clenched 
upon the back of the chair from which he had 
arisen, and the other grasped, perhaps unconsciously, 
the handle of one of those weapons which had at- 
tracted the attention of young Mark, and which 
still continued thrust through the broad leathern 
belt that girded his doublet. 

^The sound is like that, which one little used to 
deal with earthly instruments mieht raise !" mut- 
tered one of those whose mind had been prepared. 
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by the narrative of Dudley, to believe in any thing 
marvellous. 

" G)me from what quarter it may, it is a sum- 
mons that must be answered;" returned Content. 
"Dudley, thy musket; this visit is so unwonted, 
that more than one hand should do the oflSice of 
porter." 

The borderer instantly complied, muttering be- 
tween his teeth as he shook the priming deeper into 
the barrel of his piece, " Your over-sea gallants are 
quick on the trail to-night I" Then throwing the 
musket into the hollow of his arm, he cast a look 
of discontent and resentment towards Faith Ring, 
and was about to open the door for the passage of 
G)ntent, when another blast arose on the silence 
without. The second touch of the shell was firmer, 
longer, louder, and more true, than that by which 
it had just been preceded. 

"One might fancy the conch was speaking in 
mockery," observed Q)ntent, looking with meaning 
towards their guest. " Never did sound more re- 
semble sound than these ^e have just heard, and 
those thou drew from the shell when asking admis* 
sion." 

A sudden light appeared to break in upon the 
intelligence of the stranger. Advancing nH>re into 
the circle, rather with the freedom of long famili- 
arity than with the diffidence of a newly-arrived 
guest, he motioned for silence as he said — 

"Let none move, but this stout woodsman, the 
young captain and myself. We will go forth, and 
doubt not that the safety of those within shall be 
regarded." 

Notwithstanding the singularity of this proposal, 
as it appeared to excite neither surprise nor opposi- 
tion in the Puritan or bis son, the rest of the family 
offered no objection. The stranger had no sooner 
spoken, than he advanced near to the torch, and 
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looked closely into the condition of his pistols. Then 
turning to old Mark, he continued in au.under tone — 

** Peradventure there will be more worldly strife 
than any which can flow from the agencies that 
stir up the unquiet spirits of the G)lonies. In such 
an extremity, it may be well to observe a soldier's 
cautioii." 

"1 like not this mockery of sound," returned 
the Puritan ; ** it argueth a taunting and fiend-like 
temper. We have, of late, had in this Colony 
tragical instances of what the disappointed malice 
of Azazel can attempt ; and it would be vain to 
hope that the evil agencies are not vexed with the 
sight of my Bethel." 

Though the stranger listened to the words of his 
host with respect, it was plain that his thoughts 
dwelt on dangers of a different character. The 
member that still rested on the handle of his weapon, 
was clenched with greater firmness; and a grim, 
though a melancholy expression was seated about 
a mouth, that was compressed in a manner to denote 
the physical, rather than the spiritual resolution of 
the man. He made a sign to the two companions 
he had chosen, and led the way to the court. 

By this time, the shades of night had materially 
thickened, and, although the hour was still early, a 
darkness had come over the valley that rei.dered it 
difiicult to distinguish objects at any distance from 
the eye. The obscurity made it necessary that 
they, who now issued from the door of the dwelling, 
should advance with caution, lest, ere properly ad- 
monished of its presence, their persons should be 
exposed to some lurking danger. When the three, 
however, were safely established behind the thick 
curtain of plank and earth that covered and com- 
manded the entrance, and where their persons, from 
the shoulders downward, were completely protected, 
alike from shot and arrow, Content demanded to 
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know, who applied at his gates for admission at an 
hour when they were habitually closed for the 
night. Instead of receiving, as before, a ready 
answer, the silence was so profound, that his own 
words were very distinctly heard repeated, as was 
not uncommon at that quiet hour, among the re- 
cesses of the neighboring woods. 

" Come it from Devil, or come it from man, here 
is treachery !" whispered the stranger after a fitting 
pause. " Artifice must be met by artifice; but thou 
art much abler to advise against the wiles of the 
forest, than one trained, as I have been, in the less 
cunning deceptions of Christian warfare^** 

"What think'st, Dudley?" asked Content—" Will 
it be well to sally, or shall we wait another signal 
from the conch?" 

" Much dependeth on the quality of the guests 
expected," returned he of whom counsel was asked. 
" As foi^the braggaf t gallants, that are over-valiant 
among the maidens, and heavy of heart when they 
think the screech of the jay an Indian whoop, I care 
not if ye beat the pickets to the earth, arfd call 
upon them to enter on the gallop. I know the 
manner to send them to the upper story of the 
block, quicker than the cluck ot the turkey can 
muster its young; but " 

" 'Tis well to be discreet in language, in a moment 
of such serious uncertainty!" interi-upted the stran- 
ger. ** We look for no gallants of the kind." 

" Then will I give you a conceit that shall know 
the reason of the music of yon conch. Go ye two 
back into the house, making much conversation by 
the way, in order that any without may hear. 
When ye have entered, it shall be my task to find 
such a post nigh the gate, that none shall knock 
again, and no porter be at hand to question them 
in the matter of their errand." 

"This soundeth better," said Content; "and that 
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it may be done with all safety, some others of the 
young men, who are accustomed to this species of 
artifice, shall issue by the secret door and he in wait 
behind the dwellings, in order that support shall 
not be wanting in case of violence. Whatever else 
thou dost, Dudley, remember that thou dost not 
undo the fastenings of the postern." 

" Look to the support," returned the woodsman ; 
should it be keen-eyed Reuben Ring, I shall feel 
none the less certain that good aid is at my back. 
The whole of that family are quick of wit and 
ready of invention, unless it may be the wight who 
hathgot the form without the reason of a man." 

" Thou shalt have Reuben, and none other of his 
kin," said G)ntent. " Be well advised of the fasten- 
ings, and so I wish thee all fitting success, in a de- 
ception that cannot be sinful, since it aims only at 
our safety." 

With this injunction, Content and the stranger 
left Dudley to the practice of his own devices, the 
former observing the precaution to speak aloud 
while returning, in order that any listeners without 
might be led to suppose the whole party had retired 
from the search, satisfied of its fruitlessness. 

In the mean time, the youth left nigh the postern 
set about the accomplishment of the task he had 
undertaken, in sober earnest. Instead of descending 
in a direct line to the palisadoes, he also ascended, 
and made a circuit among the out-buildings on the 
margin of the acclivity. Then bending so low as 
to blend his form with objects on the snow, he gained 
an angle of the palisadoes, at a point remote from 
the spot he intended to watch, and, as he hoped, 
aided by the darkness of the hour and the shadows 
of the hill, completely protected from observation. 
When beneath the palisadoes, the sentinel crouched 
to the earth, creeping with extreme caution along 
the timber whi ted their lower ends, until he 
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found himself arrived at a species of sentry-box, 
that was erected for the very purpose to which he 
now intended it should be applied. Once within the 
cover of this little recess, the sturdy woodsman 
bestowed his large frame, with as much attention 
to comfort and security as the circumstances would 
permit. Here he prepared to pass many weary 
minutes, before there should be further need of his 
services. 

The reader will find no difiiculty in believing 
that one of opinions like those of the borderer, did 
not enter on his silent watch without much distrust 
of the character of the guests that he might be 
called upon to receive. Enough has been shown to 
prove that the suspicion uppermost in his mind was, 
that the unwelcome agents of the government had 
returned on the heels of the stranger. But, not- 
withstanding the seeming probability of this opin- 
ion, there were secret misgivings of the earthly 
origin of the two last vdndings of the shell. All the 
legends, and all the most credited evidence in cases 
of prestigious agency, as it had been exhibited in 
the colonies of New-England, went to show the 
malignant pleasure the Evil Spirits found, in in- 
dulging their wicked mockeries, or in otherwise tor- 
menting those who placed their support on a faith, 
that was believed to be so repugnant to their own 
ungrateful and abandoned natures. Under the im- 

Eressions, naturally excited by the communication 
e had held with the traveller in the mountains, 
Eben Dudley found his mind equally divided be- 
tween the expectation of seeing, at each moment, 
one of the men whom he had induced to quit the 
valley so unceremoniously, returning to obtain, sur- 
reptitiously, admission within the gate, or of being 
made an unwilling witness of some wicked manifes- 
tation of that power which was temporarily com* 
mitted to the invisibles. In both of these expecta- 
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dons, however, he was fated to be disappointed. 
Notwithstanding the strong spiritual bias of the 
opinions of the credulous sentinel, there was too 
much of the dross of temporal things in his compo- 
sition, to elevate him altc^ether above the weak- 
ness of humanity. A mind so encumbered began 
to weary with its own contemplations ; and, as it 
grew feeble with its extraordinary efforts, the 
dominion of matter gradually resumed its sway. 
Thought, instead of being clear and active, as the 
emergency would have seemed to require, began to 
grow misty. Once or twice the borderer half arose, 
and appeared to look about him with observation ; 
and then, as his large frame fell heavily back into 
its former semi-recumbent attitude, he grew tran- 
quil and stationary. This movement was several 
times repeated, at intervals of increasing length, 
till, at the end of an hour, forgetting alike the hunt, 
the troopers, and the mysterious agents of evil, the 
young man yielded to the fatigue of the day. The 
tall oaks of the adjoining forest stood not more im- 
movable in the quiet of the tranquil hour, than his 
frame now leaned against the side of its narrow 
habitation. 

How much time was thus lost in inactivity, Eben 
Dudley could never precisely tell. He always 
stoutly maintained it could not have been long, since 
his watch was not disturbed by the smallest of those 
sounds from the woods, which sometimes occur in 
de^p ni^ht, and which may be termed the breathing 
of the forest in its slumbers. His first distinct re- 
collection, was that of feeling a hand gasped with 
the power of a giant. Springing to Iiis feet, the 
young man eagerly stretched forth an arm, saying 
as he did so, in words sufficiently confused — 

** If the buck hath fallen by a shot in the head, 
I grant him to be thine, Reuben Ring; but if struck 
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in limb or body, I claim the venison f(»r a surer 
hand." 

" Truly, a very just division of the spoil," return- 
ed (me in an under tone, and speaking as if sounds 
too loud might be dangerous. ''TIm>u givest the 
head of the deer for a tai^et to Reuben King, and 
keenest tfte rest of the creature to thine own uses." 

^*W\io hath sent thee, at this hour, to the pos- 
tern 1 Dost not know that there are thought to be 
strangers, outlying in t^ fields ?" 

" I know that there are some, who are not stran- 
gers, in-lying on their watch!" said Faith Ring. 
" What shame would come upon thee, Dudley, did 
the Captain, and they who have been so strongly 
exercised in prayer within, but suspect how little 
care thou hast had of their safety, the while !" 

" Have they come to harm? If the Captain hath 
held them to ^iritual movements, I hope he will 
allow that nothing earthly hath passed this postern 
to disturb the exercise. As I hope to be dealt hon- 
estly by, in all matters of character, I have not 
once quitted the gate, since the watch was set." 

" Else wouldst thou be the famousest sleep-walker 
in the Connecticut Colony I Why, drowsy one, conch 
cannot raise a louder blast than that thou soundest, 
when eyes are fairly shut in sleep. This may be 
watching, according to thy meaning of the word; 
but infant in its cradle is not half so ignorant of 
that which passeth around it, as thou hast been.'' 

'< I think, Faith Ring, that thou hast gotten to 
be much given to backbiting, and evil saying against^ 
friends, since the visit of the gallants from over 
sea." 

'< Out upon the gallants from over sea, and thee 
too, man ! I am not a girl to be flouted with bold 
speech from o»e who doth not know whether he be 
sleeping or waking. I tell thee, thy good name 
would be lost in the family, did it come to the ears 

Vol. I. 14 
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of the Captain, and more particularly to the know- 
ledge of that, soldier stranger, up in the dwelling, of 
whom even the Madam maketh so great ceremony, 
that thou hast been watching with a tuneful nose, 
an open mouth, and a sealed eye." 

''If any but thee hadst said this slander of mp 
girl, it would go nigh to raise hot speech between 
us ! Thy brother, Reuben Ring, knows better than 
to stir my temper, by such fahaty of accusation." 

" Thou dealest so gengipusly by him, that he is 
prone to foi^et thy misdeeds. Truly he hath the 
nead of the buck, while thou contentest thyself with 
the oiTals and all the less worthy parts! Go to, Dud- 
ley ; thou wast in a heavy dream when I caused 
thee to awake." 

"A pretty time have we fallen upon, when petti- 
coats are used instead of beards and strong-armed 
men, to go the rounds of the sentinels, and to say 
who sleepeth and who is watchful! What hath 
brought thee so far from the exercises and so nigh 
the gates, Mistress Faith, now that there is no over- 
sea gallant to soothe thy ears with lying speech 
and light declarations." 

" If speech not to be credited is that I seek," re- 
turned the girl, "truly the errand hath not been 
without its reward. What brought me hither, sootU 
why, the Madam hath need of articles from the 
outer buttery — and^— ay — and my ears led me to 
the postern. Thou knowest, musical Dudley, that 
I have had occasion to hearken to thy watchful 
notes before this night. But my time is too useful 
to be wasted in idleness ; thou *art now awake, and 
may thank her who hath done thee a sood turn 
with no wish to boast of it, that one of a black 
beard is not the laughing-stock of all the youths in 
the family. If thou keepest thine own counsel, the 
Captain may yet praise thee for a vigilant sentinel: 
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though Heaven forgive him the wrong he will do 
the truth!" 

"Perhaps a little anger at unjust suspicions may 
have prompted more than the matter needed. Faith, 
when I taxed thee with the love of backbiting, and 
I do now recall that word ; though I will ever deny- 
that aueht more, than some wandering recollection 
concemmg the hunt of this day, hath come over 
my thoughts, and perhaps made me even forgetful 
that it was needful to be silent at the postern ; and 
therefore, on the truth of a Chridti^^ man, I do for- 
give thee, the " 

But Faith was already out of sight and out of 
hearing. Dudley himself, who began to have certain 
prickings of conscience concerning the ingratitude 
he had manifested to one who had taken so much 
interest in his reputation, now bethought him se- 
riously of that which remained to be done. He had 
much reason to suspect that there was less of the 
night before him than he^had at first believed, and 
he became in consequence more sensible of the ne- 
cessity of making some report of the events of his 
watch. Accordingly, he cast a scrutinizing glance 
around, in order to make sure that the facts should 
not contradict his testimony, and then, first exam- 
ining the fastenines of the postern, he mounted the 
hill, and presented himself before the family. The 
members of the latter, having in truth passed most 
of the long interval of his absence in spiritual ex- 
ercises, and in religious ccmversation, were not so 
sensible of his delay in reporting, as they might 
otherwise have been. 

"What tidings dost thou bring us from without?" 
^d Content, so soon as the self-relieved sentinel 
appeared. "Hast seen any, or hast heard that 
which is suspicious V* 

Ere Dudley would answer, his eye did not fail to 
study the half-malicious expression of the counte- 
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nance of her who was busy in scnae domestic toil 
directly opposite to the place where he stood But 
reading there no more than a glance of playful 
though smothered inxiy, he was encouraged to pro- 
ceed in his report. 

"The watch has been quiet," was the answer; 
"and there is little cause to keep the sleepers long- 
er from their beds. Some vigiUtnt eyes, like those 
of Reuben Ring and my own, had better be open 
until the morning ; further than that, is there no 
reason for being ^kefuL" 

Perhaps the borderer would have dwelt more at 
large on his own readiness to pass the remainder of 
the hours of rest in^attendii^ to the security of 
those who slept, had not anc^her wicked glance 
from the dark, laughing eye of her who stood so 
favorably placed to observe his countenance, admon- 
ished him of the prudence of beii^ modest in his 
professions. 

"This alarm hath then happily passed away," 
said the Puritan, arising. " We will now go to our 
pillows in thankfulness and peace. Thy service diall 
not be foi^tten, Dudley; for thou hast exposed 
thyself to seeming danger, at least, in our behalf." 

"That hath he!" half-whi^Msred Failh; "and 
sure am I, that we maidens will not foi^et his read- 
iness to lose the sweets of sleep, in order that the 
feeble may not come to harm." 

" Speak not of the trifle," hurriedly returned the 
other. "There has been some deception in the 
sounds, for it is now my opinion, except to summon 
us to the gate, that this stranger might enter — the 
^conch hath not been touched at all to night" 

" Then is it a deception which is repeated '" ex- 
claimed Content, rising from his chair as a faint and 
broken blast from the shell, like that which had 
first announced their visiter, again struggled among 
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the buildings, until it reached every ear in the 
dwelling. 

" Here is warning as mysterious as it may prove 
portentous!" said old Mark Heathcote, when the 
surprise, not to say consternation of the moment^ 
had subsided. ** Hast seen nothing that might jus- 
tify this?" 

Eben Dudley, like most of the auditors, was too 
much confounded to reply. All seemed to attend 
anxiously for the second and more powerful blast, 
which was to complete the imitation of the stran- 
ger's summons. It was not necessary to wait long ; 
tor in a time as near as might be, to that which had 
inter\'ened between the two first peals of the horn, 
followed another, and in a note so true, again, as to 
give it the semblance of an echo. 



CHAPTER XI. 

^ I will watch to-niffht ; 
Perchance H will walk again." 

Hamlet. 

•* May not this be a warning given in mercy?" the 
Puritan, at all times disposed to yield credit to su- 
pernatural manifestations of the care of Providence, 
demanded with a solemnity that did not fail to pro- 
duce its impression on most of his auditors. " The 
history of our Q)lonies is full of the evidences of 
these merciful interpositions." 

** We will thus consider it ;" returned the stran* 
ger,towhom the question seemed more particularly 
addressed. " The first measure shall be to seek out 
the danger to which it points. Let the youth they 
call Dudley, give me the aid of his powerful frame 
14* 
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and manly courage ; then trust the discovery of the 
meaning of these frequent speakings of. the c<»ichf 
to me." 

*' Surely, Suhmission, thou wilt not again be the 
first to go forth !" exclaimed Mark, in a surprise 
that was equally manifested by G>ntent and Ruth, 
the latter of whom pressed her little image to her 
side as though the bare proposal presented a power- 
ful picture of supernatural danger. '* 'Twill be well 
to think maturely on the step, ere thou runnest the 
hazard of such an adventure." 

" Better it should be I," said Content, " who am 
accustomed to forest signs, and all the usual testi- 
monials of the presence of those who may wish us 
harm." 

" No," said he, who for the first time had been 
called 'Submission,' a name that savored of the 
religious enthusiasm of the times, and which might 
have been adopted as an open avowal of his readi- 
ness to bow beneath some peculiar dispensation of 
Providence. " This service shall be mine. Thou art 
both husband and father; and many are there wbo' 
look to thy safety as to their rock of earthly support 

and comfort, while neither kindred, nor but we 

will not speak of things fweign to our purpose ! Thou 
knowest, Mark Heathcote, that peril and I are no 
strangers. There is little need to bid me be pi*u- 
dent. Come, bold woodsman ; shoulder thy musket, 
and be ready to do credit to thy manhood, should 
there be reason to prove it." 

" And why not Reuben Ring?" said a hurried fe- 
male voice, that all knew to proceed from the lips 
of the sister of the youth just named. " He is quick 
of eye and ready of hand, in trials like these ; would 
it not be well to succor thy party with such aid ?" 

" Peace, girl," meekly observed Ruth. " This mat- 
ter is already in the ordering of one used to corn- 
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mand ; there needeth no counsel from thy sliort ex- 
perience." 

Faith shrunk hack abashed, the flush which had 
mantled over her brown cheek deepening to a tint 
like that of blood. 

Submission fwe use the appellation in the absence 
of all others) fastened a searching glance, for a sin- 
gle moment, on the countenance of the girl ; and 
then, as if his intention had not been diverted from 
the principal subject in hand, he rejoined coolly — 

" We go as scouters and observers of that which 
may hereafter call for the ready assistance of this 
youth ; but numbers would expose us to observation, 
without adding to our usefulness — and yet," he 
added, arresting his footstep, which was already 
turned towards the door, ana looking earnestly and 
long at the Indian boy, "perhaps there standeth 
one who might much enlighten us, would he but 
speak !" 

This remark drew every eye on the person of the 
captive. The lad stood the scrutiny with the un- 
dismayed and immovable composure of his race. 
But though his eye met the looks of tliose around 
him haughtily and in pride, it was not gleaming with 
any of that stern denance which had So often been 
known to glitter in his glances, when he had reason 
to think that his fortunes, or his person, was the sub- 
ject of the peculiar observation of those with whom 
he dwelt. On the contrary, the expression of his 
dark visage was rather that of amity than of hatred, 
and there was a moment when the look he cast 
upon Riith and her offipring was visibly touched 
with a feeling of concern. A glance, charged with 
such a meaning, could not escape the quick-sighted 
vigilance of a mother. 

"The child hath proved himself worthy to be 
trusted," she said ; " and in the name of him who 
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looketh into and knoweth all hearts^ let him <»ice 
more go forth." 

Her lips became sealed, for again the conch an- 
nounced the seeming impatience of those without to 
be admitted. The full tones of the shell thrilled 
on the nerves of the listeners, as though they pro- 
claimed the coming of some great and fearful judg« 
ment. 

In the midst of these often-repeated and myste- 
rious sounds. Submission alone seemed calm and un- 
moved. Turning his look from the countenance of 
the boy, whose head had dropped upon his breast as 
the IdLsi notes of the conch rang amonar the buildings, 
he motioned hurriedly to Dudley to follow, and left 
the place. 

There was, in good truth, that in the secluded 
situation of the valley, the darkness of the hour, and 
the nature of the several interruptions, which might 
readily awaken deep concern in the breasts of men 
as firm even as those who now issued into the open 
air, in quest of the solution of doubts that were be- 
coming intensely painful. The stranger, or Submis- 
sion, as we may in future have frequent occasion to 
call him, led the way in silence to a point of the 
eminence, without the buildings, where the eye 
might overlook the palisadoes that hedged the sides 
of the acclivity, and command a view beyond of all 
that the dusky and imperfect light would reveal. 

It was a scene that required familiarity with a 
border life to be looked on, at any moment, with 
indifference. The broad, nearly interminable, and 
seemingly trackless forest lay about them, bounding 
the view to the narrow limits of the valley, as though 
it were some straitened oasis amidst an ocean of wil- 
derness. Within the boundaries of the cleared land, 
objects were less indistinct ; though even those near- 
est and most known were now seen only in the con- 
fused and gloomy outlines of night. 
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Across tbk dim proa>ecty Sabmission and his com- 
panion gazed locg and cavtionslj. 

<< There » nought but motionless stumps, and 
fences loaded with snow/' said the former, when his 
eje had roamed over the whole circuit of the view 
which lay on the side of the valley where they stood. 
" We must go forth, that we may look nearer to the 
fields." 

'« Thither then is the postern," said Dudley, ob- 
serving that the other took a direction opposite to 
that which led to the gate. But a gesture of au- 
thoritv induced him at the next instant to restrain 
his voice, and to follow whither his companion chose 
to lead the way. 

The stranger made a circuit of half the hill ere 
he descended to the palisadocs, at a point where lay 
long and massive piles of wood, which had been col- 
lected for the fuel of the famity. This spot was one 
that overlooked the steepest acclivity a[ the emi- 
nence, which was in itself, just there, so difficult of 
ascent, as to render the provision of the pickets far 
less necessary than in its more even faces. Still no 
useful precaution for the security of the family had 
been neglected, even at this strong point of the 
works. The piles of wood were laid at such a dis- 
tance from the pickets as to afibrd no facilities for 
scaling them, while, on the other hand, they formed 
platforms and breast-works that might have greatly 
added to the safety of those who should be required 
to defend this portion of the fortress. Taking his 
way directly amid the parallel piles, the stranger 
descended rapidly through the wlM>leof their mazes, 
until he had reached the open space between the 
outer of the rows and the palisadoes, a space that 
was warily left too wide to be passed by the leap 
of man. 

** 'Tis many a day since foot of mine has been in 
this spot," said Eben Dudley, feeling his way along 
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a path that his companion threaded without aiyr 
apparent hesitation. ** M j own hand laid this outer 
pile, some winters- since, sukL certain am I, that from 
that hour to this, man hath not touched a billet of 
the wood — And yet, for one who hath come from 
over sea, it would appear that thou hast no great diffi- 
culty in making way among the narrow lanes!" 

** He Hiat hath sight may well choose between air 
and beechen logs," returned the other, stopping at 
the palisadoes, and in a place that was concealed 
from any prying eyes within the works, by triple 
and quadruple barriers of wood. Feeling in his gir- 
dle, he then drew forth something which Dudley 
was not long in discovering to be a key. While the 
latter, aided by the Uttle light that fell from the 
heavens, was endeavoring to make the most of his 
eyes, Submission applied the instrument to a lock 
that was artfully sunk in one of the timbers, at the 
height of a man's breast from the ground; and giving 
a couple of vigorous turns, apiece of the palisado, 
some half a fathom long, yielded oa a powerful hinge 
below, and, falling, made an opening sufficiently 
lai^e for the passs^e of a human body. 

"Here is a sally-port ready provided for our 
sortie," the stranger coolly observed, motioning to 
the other to precede him. When Dudley had pass- 
ed, his companion followed, and the opening was 
then carefully closed and locked. 

" Now is all fast again, and we are in the fields 
without raising alarm to any of mortal birth, at 
least," continued the guide, thrusting a hand into 
the folds of his doublet, as if to feel for a weapon, 
and preparing to descend the difficult declivity 
which still lay between him and the base of the 
hill. Eben Dudley hesitated to follow. The inter- 
view with the traveller in the mountains occurred 
to his heated imagination, and the visions of a pres- 
tigious agency revived with all their original force 
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The whole manner and the mysterious character 
of his companion, was little likely to reassure a 
mind disturbed with such images. 

" There is a rumor going in the Q)lony," mutter- 
ed the borderer, '* that the invisibles are permitted 
for a time to work their evil ; and it may well hap- 
pen that some of their ungodly members shall jour- 
ney to the Wish-Ton-Wish, in lack of belter em- 
ployment." 

"Thou say est truly," replied the stranger; "but 
the power that allows of their wicked torments 
may have seen fit to provide an agent of its own, to 
defeat their subtleties. We will now dmw nearer 
to the gate, in order that an eye may be kept on 
their malicious designs." 

Submission spoke with gravity, and not without 
a certain manner of solemnity. Dudley yielded^ 
though with a divided and a disturbed mind, to his 
suggestion. Still he followed in the footsteps of the 
stranger, with a caution that might well have eluded 
the vigilance of any agency ^ort of that which 
drew its means of information from sources deeper 
than any of human power. 

When the two watches had found a secret and 
suitable place, not far from the postern, they disposed 
themselves in silence to await the result. The out- 
buildings lay in deep quiet, not a sound of any sort 
arising from all of the many tenants they were 
known to contain. The lines of ragged iences ; the 
blackened stumps, capped with little pyramids of 
snow ; the taller and sometimes suspiciously-looking 
stubs; an insulated tree, and finally the broad bor- 
her of forest, — were alike motionless, gloomy, and 
clothed in the doubtful forms of night Still, the 
space around the well-secured and trebly-barred 
postern was vacant. A sheet of spotless snow served 
as a back-ground, that would have been sure to be- 
ti*ay the presence of any object passing over its 
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surface. Eyen ibe conck might be seen Buspended 
front ooe of the tunbers, as mute and inoffensive as 
the hour when it had been washed by the waves, 
on the sands ct the s^i-shore. 

"Here will we watch for the ccnuing of the 
stranger, be he ciHnmissioned by the powers of air, 
or be he one sent on an errand of earth ;" whisper- 
ed Submission, preparing his arms for immedmte 
use, and disposing of his person, at the same time, 
in a manner most convenient to endure the weari- 
ness of a patient watch. 

" I would my mind were at ease on the question 
of right-doing in deaUng harm to one who disturbs 
the quiet of a border iamily," said Dudley, in a 
tone sufficiently repressed for cauti<Hi; "it may be 
found prudent to strike the first blow, should one 
like Bji over^sea gallant, after all, be incHned to 
trouble us at thk hour." 

" In that strait, tbou wilt do well to give little 
heed to the oi'der of the offences," gloomily return- 
ed the other. " Shoukl another messenger of Eng- 
land appear " 

He paused, for a note of the conch was heard 
rising gradually cm the air, until the whole of the 
wide valley was filled with its rich and melancholy 
sound. 

" Lip of man is not at the shell I" exclaimed the 
stranger, who like Dudley had made a forward 
movement towards the postern, the instant the blast 
reached his ear, and who like Dudley recoiled in 
an amazement that even his practised self-command 
could not conceal, as be undeniably perceived the 
truth of that his speech affirmed. " This exceedeth 
all formei' instances of marvellous visitations !" 

" It is vain to pretend to raise the feeble nature 
of man to the level of things coming from the in- 
visible world," returned the woodsman at his side. 
" In such a strait, it is seemly that sinful men i^ould 
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withdraw to the dwellings, where we may sustain 
our feebleness by the spiritual strivings of the Cap- 
tain." 

To this discreet proposal the stranger raised no 
objection. Without taking the time necessary to 
enect their retreat with the precaution that had 
been observed in their advance, the two adventur- 
ers quickly fcnrnd themselves at the secret entrance 
through which they had so lately issued. 

"Enter," said the stranger, lowering the piece 
of the palisado for the passage of his companion. 
" Enter, of a Heaven's sake ! for it is truly meet 
that we assemble all our spiritual succor." 

Dudley was in the act of complying, wh^n a dark 
line, accompanied by a low rushing sound, cut the 
air between his head and that of his companion. 
At the next instant, a flint-headed arrow quivered 
in the timber. 

" The heathen!" shouted the borderer, recovering 
all his manhood as the familiar danger became ap- 
parent, and thi'owing back a stream of fire in the 
direction from which the treacherous missile had 
come. " To the palisadoes, men ! the bloody hea- 
then is upon us !" 

" The heathen !" echoed the stranger, in a deep, 
steady, commanding voice, that had evidently often 
raised the warning in scenes of even greater emer- 
gency, and levelling a pistol, which brought a dark 
form that was gliding across the snow to one knee. 
" The heathen ! the bloody heathen is upon us !" 

As if both assailants and assailed paused, one 
moment of profound stillness succeeded this fierce 
interruption of the quiet of the night. Then the 
cries of the two adventurers were answered by a 
burst of yells from a wide circle, that nearly envi- 
roned the hill. At the same moment, each dark 
object, in the fields, gave up a human form. The 
shouts were followed by a cloud of arrows, that 

Vol.!. 15 
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rendered further delay without the cover of the 

Eaiisadoes eminently hazardous. Dudley entered; 
ut the passage of the stranger would have been 
cut off, by a leapine, whooping band that pressed 
fiercely on his rear^ nad not a broad sheet of flame, 
glancing from the hill directly in their swarthy and 
grim countenances, driven the assailants back upon 
their own footsteps. In another moment, the bolts 
of the lock were passed, and the two fugitives were 
in safety behind the ponderous piles of wood. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

^ There need no ghost, my lord, come from the grave. 
To tell UB this." ' 

Hamlet. 

Although tlie minds of most, if not of all the 
inmates of the Wish-Ton- Wish, had been so power- 
fully exercised that night with a belief that the 
powers of the invisible world were about to be let 
loose upon them, the danger had now presented 
itself in a shape too palpable to admit of further 
doubt. The cry of * the heathen ' had been raised 
from every lip; even the daughter and el^ve of 
Ruth repeated it, as they fled wailing through the 
buildings; and, for a moment, terror and surprise 
appeared to involve the assailed in inextricable con- 
fusion. But the promptitude of the young men in 
rushing to the rescue, with the steadiness of Content, 
soon restored order. Even the females assumed at 
least the semblance of composure, the family having 
been too long trained to meet the exigencies of such 
an emergency, to be thrown entirely off its guard, 
for more than the first and the most appalling 
moments of the alarm. 
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The effect of the sudden repulse was such as all 
experience had taught the Colonists to expect, in 
their Indian warfare. The uproar of the onset 
ceased as abruptly as it had commenced, and a 
calmness so tranquil, and a stillness so profound, 
succeeded, that one who had for the first time 
witnessed such a scene, might readily have fancied 
it the effects of some wild and fearful illusion. 

During these moments of general and deep silence, 
the two adventurers, whose retreat had probably 
hastened the assault by offering the temptation of 
an ea^ passage within the works, left the cover of 
the piles of wood, and ascended the hill to the 
place where Dudley knew Content was to be posted, 
m the event of a summons to the defences. 

" Unless much inquiry hath deceived me in the na- 
ture of the heathen's craftiness," said the stranger, 
" we shall have breathing- time ere the onset be 
renewed. The experience of a soldier bids me say, 
that prudence now urj?es us to look into the number 
and position of our foes, that we may order our 
resistance with better understandinng of their force." 

"In what manner of way may this be done? 
Thou seest nought about us but the quiet and the 
darkness of night. Speak of the number of our 
enemies we cannot, and sally forth we may not, 
without certain destruction to all who quit the 
palisadoes." 

" Thou foreottest that we have a hostage in the 
boy; he may be turned to some advantage, if our 
power over his person be used with discretion." 

" I doubt that we deceive ourselves with a hope 
that is vain," returned Content, leading the way 
as he spoke, however, towards the court which com- 
municated with the principal dwelling. "I have 
closely studied the eye of that lad, since his unac- 
countable entrance within the works, and little do 
I find there that should teach us to expect confidence. 
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It will be happy if some secret understanding with 
those without, has not aided him in passing the 
palisadoes, and that he prove not a dangerous spy 
on our force and movements." 

" In regard to that he hath entered the dwelling 
without sound of conch or aid of posten), he not 
disturbed," returned the stranger with composure. 
"Were it fitting, this mystery might be of easy 
explanation ; but it may truly need all our sagacity 
to discover whether he hath connexion with our 
foes! The mind of a native does not give up its 
secrets like the surface of a vanity-feeding mirror." 

The stranger spoke like a roan who wrapped a 
portion of . his thoughts in reserve, and his com- 
panion Iktened as (me who comprehended more than 
it might be seemly or discreet to betray. With this 
secret and yet equivocal understanding of each 
other's meaning, they entered the dwelling, and 
soon found themselves in the presence of those they 
sought. 

The constant danger of their situation had com- 

Eelled the family to bring themselves within the 
abits of a methodical and severely-regulated order 
of defence. Duties were assigned, in the event of 
alarm, to the feeblest bodies and the faintest hearts ; 
and during the moments which preceded the visit 
of her husband, Ruth had been endeavoring to 
commit to her female subordinates the several 
necessary charges that usage, and more particularly 
he emergency of the hour, appeared so imperiously 
to require. 

" Hasten, Charity, to the block," she said ; " and 
look into the "Condition of the buckets and the ladders, 
that should the heathen drive us to its shelter, 
provision of water, and means of retreat, be not 
wanting in our extremity ; and hie thee. Faith, into 
the upper apsirtments, to see that no lights /nay 
direct their murderous aim at any in the chamb^. 
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Thoughts come tardily, when the arrow or the 
bullet hath already taken its flight ! And now, that 
the first assault is over, Mark, and we may hope to 
meet the wiles of the enemy by some prudence of 
our own, thou mayst go forth to thy father. It 
would have been tempting Providence too rashly, 
hadst thou rushed, unbidden and uninformed, into 
the first hurry of the danger. Come hither, child, 
and receive the blessing and prayers of thy mother; 
after A^hich thou shalt, with better trust in Provi- 
dence, place thy young person among the combat- 
ants, in the hope of victory. Remember that thou 
art now of an age to do justice to thy name and 
origin, and yet art thou of years too tender to be 
foremost in speech, and far less in action, on such a 
night as this." 

A momentary flush, that only served to render 
the succeeding paleness more obvious, passed across 
the brow of the mother. She stck)ped; and imprint- 
ed a kiss on the forehead of the impatient boy, who 
scarcely waited to receive this act of tenderness, 
ere he hurried to place himself in the ranks of her 
defenders. 

"And now," said Ruth, slowly turning her eye 
from the door by which the lad had disappeared, 
and speaking with a sort of unnatural composure, 
"and now will we look to the safety of those who 
can be of but little service, except as sentinels to 
sound the alarm. When thou art certain. Faith, 
that no neglected ]ight is in the rooms above, take 
the children to the secret chamber ; thence they 
may look upon the fields, without danger from any 
chance direction of the savages' aim. Thou know- 
est. Faith, ray frequent teaching in this matter; let 
no" sounds of alarm, nor frightful whoopings of the 
people without, cause thee to quit the spot ; since 
thou wilt there be safer even than in the block, 
against which many missiles will doubtless be driven, 
15* 
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<Mi account of its seeming air of strength. Timely 
notice shall he given of tlie change, should we seek 
its security. Thou wilt descend, only, shouldst thou 
see enemies scaling the palisadoes on the side which 
overhangs the stream; since there have we the 
fewest eyes to watch their movements. Remember 
that on the side of the out-buildings and of the 
fields, our force is chiefly posted ; there can be less 
reason therefore that thou shouldst expose thy lives 
by endeavoring to look, too curiously, into that 
which passeth in the fields. Go, my children ; and a 
heavenly Providence prove thy* guardian !" 

Ruth stooped to kiss the cheek that her daughter 
offered to the salute. The embrace was then given 
to the other child, who was in truth scarcely less 
near her heart, being the orphan daughter of one 
who had been as a sister in her affections. But, un- 
like the kiss she had impressed on the forehead of 
Mark, the present embraces were hasty, and evi- 
dently awakened less intense emotion. She had 
committed the boy to a known and positive danger, 
but, under the semblance of some usefulness, she 
sent the others to a place believed to be even less 
exposed, so long as the enemy could be kept with- 
out the works, than the citadel itself. Still, a feel- 
ing of deep and maternal tenderness came over her 
mind, as her daughter retired ; and, yielding to its 
sudden impulse, she recalled the girl to her side. 

"Thou wilt repeat the prayer for especial pro- 
tection against the dangers of the* wilderness," she 
solemnly continued. "In thy asking, fail not to re- 
member him to whom thou owest being, and who 
now exposeth life, that we may be safe. Thou 
knowest the Christian's rock ; place thy faith on its 
foundation." 

"And they who seek to kill us," demanded the 
well-instructed child; "are they too of the numbei 
of those for whom he died?" 
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*It may not be doubted, though the manner of 
the dbpensation be so mysterious! Barbarians in 
their habits, and ruthless in their enmities, they 
are creatures of our nature, and equally objects of 
his care." 

Flaxen locks, that half-covered a forehead and 
face across which ran the most delicate tracery of 
veins, added lustre to a skin as spotlessly fair as if 
the warm breezes of that latitude had never fan- 
ned the countenance of the girL Through this maze 
of ringlets, the child turned her full, clear, blue 
eyes, bending her looks, in wonder and in fear, on 
the dark visage of the captive Indian youth, who 
at that moment was to her a subject of secret 
horror. Unconscious of the interest he excited, the 
lad stood calm, haughty, and seemingly unobserv- 
ant, cautious to let no sign of weakness or of con- 
cern escape him, in this scene of womanly emotion. 

"Mother,** whispered the still wondering child; 
" may we not let nim go into the forest ? f do not 
love to " 

** This is no time for speech. Go to thy hiding- 
place, my child, and remember both thy askings and 
the cautions I have named. Go, and heavenly care 
protect thy innocent head !" 

Ruth again stooped, and bowing h^r face until 
the features were lost in the rich tresses of her 
daughter, a moment passed during which there was 
an eloquent silence. When she arose, a tear glis- 
tened on the cheek of the child. The latter had 
received the embrace more in apathy than in con- 
cern ; and now, when led towards the upper rooms, 
she moved from the presence of her mother, it was 
with an eye that never bent its riveted gaze from 
the features of the young Indian, until the inter- 
vening walls hid him entirely from her sight. 

" Thou hast been thoughtful and like thyself, my 
good Ruth," said Content, who at that moment en 
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tered, and who rewarded the self-command of his 
wife by a look of the kindest approbaticm, " The 
youths have not been more prompt in meeting the 
foe at the stockades, than thy maidens in looking to 
their less hardy duties. All is again quiet, without; 
and we come, now, rather for consultation, than for 
any purposes of strife." 

" Then must we summon our father from his post 
at the artillery, in the block." 

"It is not needful," interrupted the stranger. 
"Time presses, for this calm may be too shortly 
succeeded by a tempest that all our power shall not 
quell. Bring forth the captive." 

Content signed to the boy to approach, and when 
he was in reach of his hand, he placed him full be- 
fore the stranger. 

" I know not thy name, nor yet even that of thy 
people," commenced the latter, after a long pause 
in which he seemed to study deeply the countenance 
of the lad ; " but certain am I, th6ugh a more wicked 
spirit may still be struggling for the mastery in thy 
wild mind, that nobleness of feeling is no stranger 
to thy bosom. Speak ; hast thoii aiight to impart 
concerning the danger that besets this family? 1 
have learned much this night from thy manner, but 
to be clearly understood, it is now time that thou 
shouldst speak in words." 

The youth kept his eye fastened on that of the 
speaker, until the other had ended, and then he Bent 
it slowly, but with searching observation, on the anx- 
ious countenance of Ruth. It seemed as if he bal- 
anced between his pride and his sympfathies. The 
latter prevailed; for, conquering the deep reluc- 
tance of an Indian, he spoke openly, and for the first 
time, since his captivity, in the language of the 
hated race. 

" I hear the whoops of warriors," was his calm an- 
swer. " Have the ears of the pale men been shut ?" 
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" Thou hast spoken with the young men of thy 
tribe in the forest, and thou hadst knowledge of this 
onset ?" 

The youth made no reply, though the keen kK)k 
of his interr(^ator was met steadily, and without 
fear. Perceiving that he had demanded more than 
would be answered, the stranger changed his mode 
of investigation, masking his inquiries with a little 
more of artifice* 

" It may not be that a great tribe is on the bloody 
path !" he said ; "warriors would have walked over 
the timbers of the palisadoes, like bending -reeds! 
'Tis a Pequot who hath broken faith with a Chris- 
tian, and who is now abroad, prowling as a wolf in 
the night." 

A sudden and wild expression gleamed over the 
swarthy features of the boy. His lips moved, and 
the words that issued from between them were ut- 
tered in the tones of biting scorn. Still he rather 
muttered than pronounced aloud — 

** The Pequot is a dog !" 

" It is as I had thought ; the knaves are out of 
their villages, that the Yengeese may feed their 
squaws. But a Narragansett, or a Wampanoag, is 
a man ; he scorns to lurk in the darkness. When 
he comes, the sun will light his path. The Pequot 
steals in silence, for he fears that the warriors will 
hear his tread." 

It was not easy to detect any evidence that th 
captive listened, either to the commendation or the 
censure, with answering sympathy; for marble is 
not colder that were the muscles of his unmoved 
countenance. 

The stranger studied the expression of his features 
in vain, and drawing so near as to lay his hand on 
the naked shoulder of the lad, he added — ^''Boy, 
thou hast heard much moving matter concerning 
the nature of our Christian faith, and thou hast been 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



178 THB WEPT 

the subject of many a fervent adung ; it may not 
be that so much good seed hath been altogether 
scattered by the way-side 1 Speak; may I again 
trust thee r 

** Let my father look on the snow. The print rf 
the moccason goes and comes." 

'< It is true. Thus far hast thou proved honest ; 
but when the war-whoop shall be thrilling through 
thy young blood, the temptation to join the warriors 
may be too strong. Hast any gage, any pledge, in 
which we may find warranty for letting thee depart t* 

The boy regarded his interrogator with a look 
that plainly denoted ignorance of his meaning. 

*' i would know what thou canst leave wim me, 
to show that our eyes shall again look upon thy face, 
when we have opened the gate for thy passage into 
thefieWs." . 

Still the gaze of the other was wondering and 
confused. 

"When the white man goes upon the wai -path 
and would put trust in his foe, he takes surety for 
his faith, by holding the life of one dear as a war- 
ranty of its truth. What canst offer, that I may 
know thou wilt return from the errand on which I 
would fain send thee ?" 

" The path is open." 

" Open, but not certain to be used. Fear may 
cause thee to forget the way it leads." 

The captive now understood the meaning of the 
other's doubts, but, as if disdaining to reply, he bent 
his eyes aside, and stood in one of those immovable 
attitudes which so often gave him the air of a piece 
of dark statuary. 

Content and his wife had listened to this short 
dialogue, in a manner to prove that they possessed 
some secret knowledge, which lessened the wonder 
they might otherwise have felt, at witnessing so ob- 
vious proofs of a secret acquaintance between the 
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speakers. Both however manifested unequivocal 
signs of astonishment, when they first heard English 
sounds issuing from the lips of the boy. There was, 
at least, the semblance of hope in the mediation of 
one who had received, and who had appeared to ac- 
knowledge, so much kindness from herself; and Ruth 
clung to the cheering expectation with the quick 
ness of maternal care. 

" Let the boy depart," she said. " I will be his 
hostage ; and should he prove false, there can be 
less to fear in his absence than in his presence." 

The obvious truth of the latter assertion probably 
weighed more with the stranger than the unmean 
ing pledge of the woman. 

"There is reason in this," he resumed. " Go, then, 
into the fields, and say to thy people that they have 
mistaken the path; that, they are on, hath led them 
to the dwelling of a friend — ^Here are no Pequots, 
nor any of the men of the Manhattoes ; but Chris- 
tian Yengeese, who have long dealt with the Indian 
as one just man dealeth with another. Go, and when 
thy signal shall be heard at the gate, it shall be opea 
to thee, for readmission." 

Thus saying, the stranger motioned, to the boy to 
follow, taking care, as they left the room together, 
to instruct him in all such minor matters as might 
assist in eifecting the pacific object of the mission 
on which he was employed. 

A few minutes of doubt and of fearful suspense 
succeeded this experiment. The stranger, after see- 
ing that egress was permitted to his messenger, had 
returned to the dwelling, and rejoined his compan- 
ions. He passed the moments in pacing the apart- 
ment, with the strides of one in whom powerful 
concern was strongly at work. At times, the sound 
of his heavy footstep ceased, and then all listened 
intently, in order to catch any sound that might in- 
struct them in the nature of the scene that was pass- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



180 THE WEPT 

iDg without In the midst of one of these pauses, a 

I ell, like that of savage delight arose in the fields, 
t was succeeded by the death-like and portentous 
calm» which had rendered the time since the mo- 
mentary attack even more alarming than when the 
danger had a positive and known character. But 
all the attention the most intense anxiety could now 
lend, furnished no additional clue to the movements 
of their foes. For many minutes, the quiet of mid- 
night reigned both within and without the defences 
In the midst of this suspense, the latch of the door 
was lifted, and their messenger appeared with that 
noiseless tread and collected mien which distinguish 
the people of his race. 

" Thou hast met the warrfors of thy tribe?" hastily 
demanded the stranger. 

"The noise did not cheat the Yengeese. It was 
not a girl, laughing in the woods." 

"And thou hast said to thy people, *we are 
friends'?" 

" The words of my father were spoken." 

" And heard — ^Were they loud enough to enter 
the ears of the young men f " 

The boy was silent. 

"Speak," continued the stranger, elevating his 
form, proudly, like one readv to breast a more severe 
shock. " Thou hast men for thy listeners. Is the 
pipe of the savage filled ? will he smoke in peace, 
or holdeth he the tomahawk in a clenched hand?" 

The countenance of the boy worked with a feel- 
ing that it was not usual for an Indian to betray. 
He bent his look, with concern, on the mild eyes of 
the anxious Kuth; then drawing a hand slowly from 
beneath the light robe that partly covered his body, 
he cast at the feet of the stranger a bundle of ar- 
rows, wrapped in the glossy and striped skin of the 
rattlesnake. 

** This is warning we may not misconceive !" said 
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Contend raising the well-known emblem of ruthless 
hostility to the light, and exhibiting it before the 
eyes of his less-instructed companion. " Boy, what 
have the people of my race done, that thy warriors 
should seek their blood, to this extremity V* 

When the boy had discharged his duty, he moved 
aside, and appeared unwilling to observe the effect 
which his message might produce on his companions. 
But thus questioned, all gentle feelings were near 
being forgotten, in the sudden force of passion. A 
hasty glance at Ruth quelled the emotion, and he 
continued calm as ever, and silent. 

" Boy," repeated Content, " I ask thee why thy 
people seek our blood ?" 

The passage of the electric spark is not mpre 
subtle, nor is it scarcely more brilliant, than was 
the gleam that shot into the dark eye of the Indian. 
The organ seemed to emit rays coruscant as the 
glance of fhe serpent. His form appeared to swell 
with the inward strivings of the spirit, and for a 
moment there was every appearcwice of a fierce 
and uncontrollable burst of ferocious passion. The 
conquest of feeling was, however, but momei^tary. 
He regained his self-command by a surprising effort 
of the will, and advancing so near to him who had 
asked this bold question, as to lay a finger on his 
breast, the young savage haughtily said — 

" See ! this world is very wide. There is room 
on it for the panther and the deer. Why have the 
Yengeese and the red-men met ?" 

" We waste the precious moments in probing the 
stern nature of a heathen," said the stranger. 
" The object of his people is certain, and, with the 
aid of the Chnstian's staff, will we beat back their 

f)ower. Prudence requireth at our hands, that the 
ad be secured ; after which, will we repair to the 
stockades and prove ourselves men." 
Against this propo6a:l no reasonable objectioii 
Vol. I. 16 
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could be rs»8ed. Content was about to secure tbe 
person of his captive in a cellar, when a suggestion 
of his wife caused him to change his purpose. Not- 
withstanding the 9udden and fierce mien of the 
Jouth, there had been such an intelligence created 
et ween .them by looks of kindness and interest, 
that the mother was reluctant io abandon ail hope 
of his aid, 

. ** MiantonimdhI" she said, " though others distrust 
thj purpose, I will have confidence. Come, then, 
with me ; and while I give thee promise of safety in 
thine own person, I ask at thy hands the office of 
a protector for my babes." 

The boy made no reply ; but as he passively fol- 
lowed his conductress to the chambers, kuth fancied 
she read assurance of his faith, in the expression 
of his eloq^ient eye. At the same moment, her bus- , 
band and Submission left the house, to take their 
stations at the palisadoes. 



CHAPTER Xlll. 

**Thou art, my good youth, my page ; 
I'U be thy master: walk with me^ speak freely.*' 

Cymbeline. 

The apartment, in which Ruth had directed the 
children to be placed, was in the attic, and,, as al- 
ready stated, on the side of the building which 
faced the stream that ran at the foot of the hill. 
It had a single projecting window, through which 
there was a view x>t the forest and of the fields on 
that side of the valley. Small openings in its sides 
admitted also of glimpses of the grounds which lay 
further in tljb rear. In addition to the covering of 
the roofs, and of the massive frame-work of the 
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building, an interior partition of timber protected 
the place against the entrance of most missiles then 
known in the warfare of the country. During the 
infancy of the children, this room had been their 
sleeping apartment ; nor was it abandoned for that 
purpose, until the additional outworks, which in- 
creased with time around the dwellings, had em- 
' boldened the family to trust themselves, at night, 
in situations more convenient, and which were be- 
lieved to be no less equally Secure against surprise. 

" I know thee to be one who feeleth the obliga- 
tions of a warrior," said Ruth, as she ushered her 
follower into the presence of the children. *' Thou 
wilt not deceive me ; the lives of these tender ones 
are in thy keeping. Look to them, Miantonimoh, 
and the Christian's God will remember thee in thine 
own hour of necessity !" 

The boy mad£ no reply, but in a gentle expres- 
sion which was visible in. his dark visage, the mother 
endeavored to find the pledge she sought. Then, 
as the youth, with thfi delicacy of his race, moved 
aside in order that they who were bound to each 
other by ties so near might indulge their feelings 
without observation, Ruth again drew near her off- 
spring, with all the tenderness of a mother beaming 
in her eyes. 

" Once more I bid thee not to look too curiously 
at the fearful strife that may arise in front of our 
habitations," she said. " The heathen is truly upon 
us, with bloody mind ; young, as well as old, must 
now show faith in the protection of our master, and 
such courage as befitteth believers." 

"And why is it, mother," demanded her child, 
" that they seek to do us harm? have we ever done 
evil to them ?" 

" I may not say. He that hath made the earth 
hath given it to us for our uses, and reason would 
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seem to teach that if portions of its surface are va- 
cant, he that needeth truly, may occupy." 

" The savage !" whispered the child, nestling 
still nearer to the hosom of her stooping parent. 
" His eye glittereth like the star which hangs above 
the trees." 

"Peace, daughter; his fierce nature broodeth 
over some fancied wrong !" 

" Surely, we are here rightfully. I have heard 
niy father say, that when the Lor^ made me a 
present to bis arms« our valley was a tangled forest, 
and that much toil only has made it as it is." 

** I hope that what we enjoy, we enjoy rightfully ! 
And yet it seemeth that the savage is* ready to 
deny our claims." 

" And where do these bloody eneinies dwell? have 
they, too, valleys like this, and do . the Christians 
break into them to shed blood, in the night?" 

" They are of wild and fierce habits, Ruth, and 
little do they know of our manner of life. Wo- 
man is npt cherished as among the people of thy 
father's race, for force of body is nnore regarded 
than kinder ties." 

The little auditor shuddered, and when she buri- 
ed her face deeper in the bosom of her parent, it 
was with a more quickened sense of maternal af- 
fection, and with a livelier view, than her infant 
perception had ever yet known, of the gentle char- 
ities of kindred. When she had spoken, the matron 
impressed the final kiss on the forehead of each of 
the children, and asking, aloud, that God might 
bless them, she turned to go to the performance of 
duties that called for the exhibition of very differ- 
ent qualities. Before quitting the room, however, 
she once more approached the boy, and, holding the 
]^ht before his steady eye, she said solemnly — 

"I trust my babes to the keeping of a young 
warrior !" 
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The look he returned was like the others, cold 
but not discouragmg. A gaze of many moments 
elicited no reply; and R^th prepared to quit the 
place, troubled by uncertainty concerning the inten- 
tions of the guardian she left with the girls,'while 
ehe still trusted that the many acts of kindness 
which she had shown him, during his captivity, 
would not g|o without their reward. Her band rested , 
on the bolt of the door, in indecision. The moment 
was favorable \o the character of the youth, for she 
recalled the manner of his return that night, no less 
than his former acts of faith, and she was about to 
leave the passage for his egress open, when an 
uproar arose on the air which filled the valley with 
all the hideous cries and yells of a savage onset." 
Drawing the bolt, the startled woman descended, 
without further thought,, and rushed to her post, 
with the hurry of one who saw only the necessity 
of exertion in another scene. 

" Stand to the timl^ers, Reuben Ring ! Bear back 
the skulking murderers on their bloody followersi 
The pikes ! Here, Dudley is opening for thy valor. 
The Lord have mercy on the souls of the ignorant 
heathen !" mingled with the reports of musketry, 
the whoops of the warriors, the whizzing of bullets 
and arrows, with all the other accompaniments of 
such a contest, were the fearful sounds that saluted 
the senses of Ruth as she issued into the court. The 
valley was occasionally lighted by the explosion of 
fire-arms, and then, at times, the horrible din pre- 
vailed in the gloom of deep darkness. Happily,. in 
the midst of all this confusion and violence, the 
young men of the valley were true to their duties. 
An alarming attempt to scale the stockade had 
already been repulsed, and, the true character of 
two or three feints having been ascertained, the 
principal force of the garrison was now actively 
employed in resisting the main attack. 
16* 
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** In the;3^narae of Mm who is with us in every 
danger!" exclaimed Ruth, advancing to two figures 
that were so busily engaged in their own concerns* 
as not to heed her approach, '< tell me how goes 
the struggle? Where are my husbajod and the boy? 
—or has it pleased Providence that any of our 
people should be stricken"?" 

"It hath pleased the Devil," returned Eben 
Dudley, somewhat irreverently for one of that 
chastened school, "to send an Indian arrow through 
jerkin and skin, into this arm of mine ! Softly, Faith; 
dost think, girl, that the covering of liian is like 
the coat of a sheep, from which the fleece may be 
plucked at will t I am no moulting fowK nor is this 
arrow a feather of my wing. The Lord forgive the 
n^ue for the ill turn he hath done my flesh, say I, 
and amen like a Christian! he will have occasion * 
too for the mercy, seeing he hath nothing further 
to hope for in this world. Now, Faith, I acknowledge 
the debt of thy kindness, and let there be no more 
cutting speech between us. Thy tongue often prick- 
eth more sorely than the Indian's arrow." 

"Whose fault is it that old acquaintance hath 
sometimes been overlooked, in new conversations ? 
Thou knowest that, wooed by proper speech, no 
maiden in the Colony is wont to render gentler 
answer. Dost feel uneasiness in thine arm, Dudley?" 

" 'Tis not tickling with a straw, to drive a flint- 
headed arrow to the bone !^ I forgive thee the matter ^ 
of too much discourse with the trooper, and all the 
' side-cuts of thy over-ambling tongue, on conditicms 
that " 

"Out upon thee, brawler! wouldst be prating 
here the night long on pretence of a broken skin, 
and the savage at our gates ? A fine character will 
the Madam render of thy deeds, when the other 

Jroutbs have beaten back the Indian, and thou 
oitering among the buildings 1" 
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The discomfited borderer was about to curse in 
bis heart the versatile humor of bis miatress, whefi 
he saw, by a side-glance, that ears which had no 
concern in the subject, had liked to have shared in ' 
the matter of tl^eir discoui*se. Seizing the weapon 
which was leaning against the foun^tion of the 
block, he hurried past the mistress of the family, 
and, in another minute, his voice and his musket 
were again heard ringing in the uproar. ^ 

"Does be bring tidings from the palisadoes?" 
repeated Ruth, too anxious that the young man 
should return to his post^ to arrest his retreat. 
" What saith he of the onset ?" 

" The savage hath suffered for his boldness, and 
little harm hath yet come to our people. Except 
that yon block of a man hath managed to put arm 
before the passage of an arrow, I know not that 
any of our people have been harmed." 

" Hearken ! they retire, Ruth. The yells are less 
near, and our young men will prevail! Go thou to 
thy charge among the piles of the fuel, and see that 
no lurker remaineth to do injury. The Lord hath 
remembered mercy, and it may yet arrive that this 
evil shall pass away from before us !" 

The quick ear of Ruth had not deceived her. 
The tumult of the assault was gradually receding, 
from the works, and though the flashings of the 
muskets and the bellowing reports'that rang in the 
surrounding forest were not less frequent than beforefj 
it was plain that the critical moment of the onset 
was already past. In place of the fierce efibrt to 
carry the place by surprise, the savages had now 
resorted to means that were more methodical, and 
which, though not so appalling in appearance, were 
perhaps quite as certain of final success. Ruth 
profited by a momentary cessation in the flight of 
the missiles, to seek those in whose welfare she had 
placed her chief concern. 
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"Has other, than brave Dudley, suffered by thij 
assault ?" demanded the anxious wife, as she passed < 
swiftly among a' group of dusky figures that were 
' collected in consultation, on the brow of the decliv- 
ity ; "has any need of such care as a woman's hand 
may bestow i Heathcote, thy pei*son is unharmed !*' 

"Truly, onit of great mercy hath watched ov-er 
it, for little opportunity hath been given to look to 
our own safety, I fear that some of our young men 
have not regarded the covers with the attention 
thatprudence requires." 

"The thoughtless Mark hath not forgotten' my 
admonitions! Boy, thou hast never lost sight of duty 
so far as tb precede thy father ?" 

^*One sees or thinks but little of the red-skins, 
when the whoop is ringing among the timbers of 
the palisadoes, mother," returned the boy, dashing 
his hand across his brow, in order that the drops of 
blood which were trickling from a furrow left by 
the passag(^ of an arrow, might not be seen. "I 
have kept near my father, but whether in his front, 
or in his rear, the darkness hath not permitted me 
to note." J 

"The lad hath behaved in a bold and seemly 
nianner," said the stranger; "and he hath showa 
the metalof his grandsire's stock — ^ha! what is't wfe 
see gleaming among the sheds ? A sortie may be 
needed, to save the granaries and thy folds from 
destruction^" 

" To the barns ! to the barns !" shouted two of 
the youths, from their several look-outs. "The 
brand is in the buildings!" exclaimed a maiden who 
discharged a similar duty under cover of the dwell- 
ings. Then followed a discharge of muskets, all of 
which were levelled at the glancing light that was 
glaring in fearful proximity to the combustible ma- 
terials which filled the most of the out-buildings. 
A savage yell, and the sudden extinguishment of the 
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blazing knot, announced the fatal accuracy of the 
aim. 

" This may not be neglected !" exclaimed G>ntent, 
moved to extraordinary excitem^it by the extrem- 
ity of the danger. ** Father !" he called aloud, " 'tis 
fitting time to show our utmost strength.'' 

A moment of suspense succeeded this summons. 
The whole valley was then as suddenly lighted, as 
if a torrent of the electric fluid had flashed across 
its gloomy bed ; a sheet of flame glanced from the * 
attic of the block, and then came the roar of the 
little pieced of artillery, which had so Ipng dwelt 
there in silence. The rattling of a shot among the 
sheds, and the rending of timber, followed. Fifty 
dark forms were seen, by the momentary light, 
gliding from among the out-buildings, in an alarm 
natural to their ignorance, and with an agility pro- 
portioned to their alarm. The moment was propi- 
tious. Content silently motioned to Reuben King ; 
they passed the postern tc^ether, and disappeared 
in the direction of the bams. The period of their 
absence was one of intense care to Ruth, and it was 
not without its anxiety even to those whose nerves 
were better steeled. A few moments, however, 
served to appease these feelings; for thfe adven- 
turers returned in safety, and as silently as they 
had quitted the defences. The trampHng of feet on 
the crust of the snow, the neighing of horses, and the' 
bellowing of fnghtened cattle, as the terrified beasts 
scattered about the fields, soon proclaimed the 
object of the risk which had just been run. 

"Enter!" whispered Ruth, who held the postern 
with her own hand. "Enter, of Heaven's mercy ! 
Thou hast given liberty to every hoof, that no liv- 
ing creature perish by the flames?" 

" All ; and truly not too speedily — for, see— the 
brand is again at work P' 

G>ntent had much reason to felicitate himself on 
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his expecKtion ; for, even while he spoke, half-con* 
cealed torches, made as usual of blazing knots of 
pine, were again seen glancing across the fields, evi- 
dently approaching the out-huildings by such indi- 
rect and cohered paths, €i8 might protect those who 
bore them from the shot erf the garrison. A final 
and common efibrt was made to arrest the danger. ' 
The muskets of the young men were active, and 
more than once did the citadel of the stem old Pu- 
ritan eive forth its flood of fiame, in order to beat 
back the dangerous visitants. A few shrinks of sav- 
age disappointment and of bodily anguish, announced 
the success of these discharges; but^ though most 
of those who approached the barns were either 
driven back in fear, or suffered for their temerity, 
one among them, more wary or more practised than 
his companions, found means to effect "his object. 
The firing had ceased, and the besieged were con- 
gratulating themselves on success, when a sudden 
light glared across the fields. A sheet of flame soon 
cafaie curling over the crest of a wheat-stack, and 

Juickly wrapped the inflammable material in its 
erce torrent. Against this destruction there re- 
mained no remedy. The barns and inclosures \diich, 
j50 lately, had been lying in the darkness of the hour, 
were instantly illuminated, and life would have been 
the penalty paid by any of either party, who should 
dare to trust his person within the bright glare. The 
borderers were soon compelled to fall, back, even 
within the shadows of the hill, and to seek such 
covers as the stockades offered, in order to avoid the 
aim of the arrow or the bullet 

"This is a mournful spectacle to one that has 
harvested in charity with" all men ;" said Content to 
the trembler who convulsively grasped his arntf, 
as the flame whirled in the currents of the heated 
air, and, sweeping once or twice across the roof of a 
shed, left a portion of its torrent creeping insidiously 
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along the wooden covering. " The in^rj^tbering of 
a blessed season is about to melt into ashes, before 
the brand <rf these accur " 

"Peace, Heathcote ! What is wealth, or the ful- 
ness of thy granaries, to that which remains ? Check 
these repinings of thy spirit, and bless God that he 
leaveth us our l)abes, and the safety of our inner 
roofs." 

"Thou say est truly," returned the husband, en- 
deavoring to imitate the meek resignation of his 
companion. "What indeed are the gifts of the 
world, set in the balance against the peace of miad 
— ha! thateril blast of ^windsealeth the destruction 
of our harvest ! The fierce element is in the heart 
of the granaries." 

Ruth made no reply, for though less moved by 
worldly cares than her husband, the frightful pro- 
gress of the conflagration alarmed her with a sense 
of personal danger. The flames had passed from 
roof fo roof, ana meeting everywhere with fuel of 
the most combustible nature, the whole of the vast 
range of bams^ sheds, granaries, cribs and out-buiM- 
ings, was just breaking forth in the brightness ^f a , 
torrent of fire. Until this moment, suspense, with 
hope on one side and apprehension on the other, 
had kept both parties mute spectators of the scene. 
But yells of triumph soon proclaimed the delight 
.with which the Indians witnessed the completion of 
their fell design. The whoops followed this burst of 
pleasure, and a third onset was made. 

The combatants now fought undei^ a brightness 
which, though less -natural, was scarcely less bril- 
liant than that of noon-day. Stimulated by the 
Srospect of success, which was offered by the con- 
agration, the savages rushed upon the stockade 
with more audacity than it was usual to display in 
their cautious wariare. A broad shadow was cast, 
by the hill and its buildings, across the fields on the 
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Side opposite to the flames, and thro^igh this belt of 
comparative gloom, the iercest of the band made 
their way to the very palisadoes, with impunity. 
Their presence was announced by the yell rf delight, 
for too many Curious eyes had been driiiking in the 
fearful beauty of the oonflagrationrtonote their ap- 

!»roachy until the attack had nearly proved success* 
111. The rushes to the defence, and to the attack 
were now alike quick and headlong* Volleys were 
useless, for the timbers offered equal security to both 
assailant and assailed.. It v^as a straggle of hand to 
hand, in which numbers would have prevailed, bad 
it not been the good fortune of the weaker party to 
act on the defensive. Blows of the knife were pass- 
edswiftly between the timbers, and occasionally the 
discharge of the musket, or the twanging of the bow, • 
was heard; 

" Stand to the timbers, my men !" said the deep 
tones of the stranger, wha spoke in the midst of the 
fierce struggle with that commanding and stirring 
cheerfulness that familiarity with danger can alone 
inspire. " Stand to the defences, and they are im- 
passable. Ha! 'twas well meant, friend savage," 
he muttered between his teeth, as he parried, at 
some jeopardy to one hand, a thrust aimed at his 
throat, while with the other he seized the warrior 
who had inflicted the blow, and drawing his naked 
breast, with the power of a giant, full against the 
opening between the timbers, he buried his own 
keen blade to its haft in the body. The eyes of the 
victim rolled wildly, and when the iron hand which 
bound him to the wood, with the power of a vice, 
loosened its grasp, he fell motionless on the earth. 
This death Was succeeded by the usual yell of 
disappointment, and the assailants disappeared, as 
swiftly as th^y had approached. 

" God be praised, that we have to rejoice in this 
advante^e I" said Content, enumerating the individ** 
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aals of his force, with an anxious eye, whea all were 
again assembled at the stand on the hill, where, fa- 
vored by the glaring liriift, fliey could overkx^, in 
••comparative secnri^, the more exposed parts of 
their, defences. " We count our ovm, though I fear 
oae, many may have suflered." 

The alence and the occupations of his listeners, 
nM>st of whom were stanching their blood, was a 
'efficient' answer. 

"Hist, father!** said the quick-eyed and observant 
Mark ; " one remaineth on the palisado nearest the 
wicket. Is it a savage? or do 1 see a stump, in the 
field beyond V 

All eyes followed the direction of the hand of the 
speaker, and there was seen, of a certainty, some- 
tiling clinging to the inner side of (me of the timbers, 
that bore a marked resemblance to the human form. 
The part of the stockades, where theseeming figure 
clung, lay more in obscurity than the rest of the 
defences, and doubts as to its character were not 
alone confined to the quick-sighted lad who had first 
detected its presence. 

" Who hangs upon our palisadoes ?** caUed Eben 
Dudley. "Speak, that we do not harm a friend !** 

The wood itself was not more immovable than 
the dark object, until the report of the borderer's 
musket was heard, and then it came tumbling to 
the earth like an insensible mass. 

" Fallen like a stricken bear from his tree! Life 
was in it, or no bullet of mine could have loosened 
the hold 1" exclaimed Dudley, a little in exultation, 
as he saw the success of his aim. 

" I wiH go forward, and see that he is past ** 

The mouth of young Mark, was stopped by the 
hand of the stranger, who calmly observed — 

" I will look into the fate of the heathen, myself.'* 
He was about to proceed to the spot, when the sup- 
posed dead, or wounded man, sprang to his feet, with 

Vol. I. 17 
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a yell that rang m echoes ak>ng the margin of the 
forest, and bouraed towards the cover of the build- 
ings, with high and active leaps. Two or three mus- 
kets sent their streaks of flame across his path,^ but 
seemingly without success. Jumping in a manner to 
elude t£e certainty of their fire, the unharmed sav- 
age gave forth another yell of triumph, and disap- 
peared am(Hig the angles of the dwellings. His cries 
were understood, for answering whoops were heard 
in the fields, and the foe without again rallied to the 
attack. 

" This may not be neglected," said he who, more 
by his self-possessioa and air of authority, than by 
any known right to command, had insensibly as- 
aumed so much authority in the important business 
of that night. " One like this, wit|;iin our wallp, may 
quickly bring destruction on the garrison. The pos- 
tern may be opened tp an inroad — r-" 

S^ A triple lock secures it," interrupted Content. 
" The key is hid where none know to seek it, other 
than such as are of our household." 

" And happily the means of passing- the private 
wicket are in my possession," muttered the other, 
in an under tone. "So far, well ; but the brand ! 
the brand ! the maidens must look to the fire» and 
lights, while the youths make good the stockade, 
since this assault admitteth not of further delay." 

So saying, the stranger gave an example of cour- 
age by proceeding to his stand at the pickets, where, 
supported by his companions, he cwitinued to defend 
the approaches agamst a discharge of arrows and 
bullets that was more distant, but scarcely less dan- 
gerous to the safety of those who showed themselves 
on the side of the acclivity, than those which had 
been previously showered upon the garrison. 

In the mean time, Ruth summoned her assistants, 
and hastened to dischai^e the duty which had just 
been prescribed. Water was cast freely- on all 
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the fires, and, as the still raging confla^ation con- 
tinued to give far more light than vas either neces- 
sary or ssSCf care was taken to extinguish any torch 
or candle that, in the hurry of alarm, might have 
been left to moulder in its socket, throughout the 
extensive range of the dwellings and the offices. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

**Thou mild, sad mother — 

Quit him not 80 soon ! 
Mother, io[ mercy, /stay ! ' 
Despair and death are with him ; and canst thou, 
With that kind, earthward look, go leave him now?" 

Dana. 

When these precautions were taken^ the finales 
returned to their several look-outs; and Ruth, whose 
duty it was in moments of danger to exercise a gen- 
eral superintendence, was left to her meditations 
and to such watchfulness as her fears might excite. 
Quitting the inner rooms, she approac}ied the door 
th^t communicated with the court, and for a mo- 
ment lost the recollection of her immediate cares 
in a view of the imposing scene by which she was 
surrounded. 

By this time, the whole of the vast range of out- 
buildings, which had been constructed, as was usual 
in the Colonies, of the most combustible materials 
and with no regard to the expenditure of wood, was 
wrapt in fire. Notwithstanding the position of the 
intermediate edifices, broad flashes of light were 
constantly crossing the court itself, on whose surface. 
*she was able to distinguish the smallest object, while 
the heavens above her were glaring with a lurid 
red. Through the openings between the buildings 
of the quadrangle, the eye could look out upon the 
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fieMs, where she saw every Qvidence of a sull^ in- 
tention on the part of the savages to persevere in 
their object Bark, fieixe4oddzig» and nearly naked 
human Ibrms were seen flitting from cover to cover 
while there was no stump ibor k»g within airow'ft- 
flight of the defences* that did not ^otect the per- 
son of a daring and indefatigable enemy^ It was 
plain the Indians were there in hundreds, and as 
the assaults continued after the failure of a surprise, 
it was too evident that they were bent on victory, 
at some hazard to themselves. No usual means of 
adding to the horrors of the scene were neglected- 
Whoops and yells were incessantly ringing around 
the place, while the loud and often-repeated tones 
of a conch betrayed the artifice by which the sav* 
ages had so often endeavored, in the earlier part of 
the night, to lure the garrison out of the palisadoes. 
A few scatterii^ shot, discharged with. deliberation 
and from every exposed point within the works, 
proclaimed both the coolness and the vigilance of 
the defendants. The little gun in the block^house 
was silent, for the Puritan knew too well its real 

?>wer to lessen itsxeputation by a too frequent use. 
he weapon was therefore reserved for those mo- 
ments of pressing danger that would be sure to ar- 
rive.* 

On this spectacle Ruth gazed in fearful sadness. 
The long-sustained and sylvan security of her abode 
was violently destroyed ; and in the place of a quiet 
which had approached as near as may be on earth 
to that holy peace for which her spirit strove, she 
and all she most loved were suddenly confronted to 
the most frightful exhibition of human horrors. In 
such a moment, the feelings of a mother were likely 
to revive ; and ere time was given for refleCtioni 
aided by the light of the conflagration, the matron 
•vas moving swiftly through the * intricate passages 
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of the dwelling, in quest of those whom "she had 
placed in the security of ,the chambers. 

** Thou hast remembered to avoid looking on the 
. fields, my. children/* said the nearly breathless wo- 
man as she^entered the room. ^' Be thankful, babes; 
hitherto the efibrts of the savages have been vain, 
and we still remain masters of our habitations." 

" Why is the night so red ? Come hithfer, mother , 
thou mayest look into the wood as if the sui> were 
shining !" 

"The heathens have fired our granaries, and 
what thou seest is the light of the flames. But 
happily they cannot put brand into the dwellings, 
while thy father and the young men stand to their 
weapons. We must be grateful for this security, 
ifrail as it seemeth. Thou hast knelt, my Ruth ; and 
hast remembered to think of thy father and brother 
in thy prayers." 

" I will do so again, mother," whispered the child, 
bending to her knees, and wrapping her young fea- 
tures in the garments of the matron. 

**^Why hide thy countenance ? One young and 
innocent as thou, may lift thine eyes to Heaven with 
confidence." 

*• Mother, I see the Indian, unless my face be 
hid. He looketh at me, I fear, with wish to do us 
harm." 

" Thou art not just to Miant(Miimoh, child," an- 
swered Ruth, as she glanced her eye rapidly round 
to seek the boy, who had modestly withdrawn into 
a remote and shaded corner of the room. " I left 
him with thee for a guardian, and not as one who 
would wish to injure. Now think of thy God, child," 
imprinting a kiss on the cold, marble-like forehead 
of her daughter, " and have reliance in his good- 
ness, Miantonimoh, I again leave you with a charge 
to be their protector," she added, quitting her daugh- 
ter and advancing towards the youth. 
17* 
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"Mother!" shrieked the child; «'come to me, or 
Idle!" 

' Ruth turned from the listening captive, with the. 
quickness of instinct. A glance showed her the 
jeopardy of her offsprings A naked savage, dark, 
powerful of frame, and fierce in the frightful mas- 
querade of his war-paint, stood winding the silken 
hair of the girl in one hand, while he already held 
the glittering axe above a head that seemed inevi- 
tably devoted to destruction. 

" Mercy ! mercy !" exclaimed Ruth, hoarse with 
horror, and dropping to her knees, as much from 
inability to stand as with intent to petition. " Mon- 
ster^ strike me, but spare the child!" 

The eyes of the In(San rolled over the person of 
the speaker, but it was with an expression that 
seemed rather to enumerate the ^number of his vie- 
tims, than to announce any change of purpose. 
With a fiend-like coolness, that bespoke much 
knowledge of the ruthless practice, he again swung 
the quivering but speechless child in the air, and 
prepared to direct the weapon with a fell certainty 
of aim. The tomahawk had made its last circuit, 
and an instant would have decided the fate of the 
victim, when the captive boy stood in front of ^he 
frightful actoT in this revolting scene. By a quick, 
forward movement of his arm, the blow was arrest- 
ed. The deep guttui*al ejaculation, which betrays 
the surprise of an Indian, broke from the chest of 
the savage, while his hand fell to his side, and the 
form of the suspended girl was suffered again to 
touch the floor. The' look and gesture with which 
the boy had interfered, expressed authority rather 
than resentment or horror. His air was calm, col- 
lected, and, as it appeared by the effect, imposing. 

" Go," he said in the language of the fierce peo- 
ple from whom he had sprung ; " the warriors of 
the pale men are calling thee by name." 
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" The snow is red ^th the hleod of our young 
men," the other fiercely answered; ''and not a 
scalpis at the helt of my people." 

"These are flaincy" returned tte boy with dignity, 
sweeping his arm, while speaking, in a manner to 
show that he extended protection to all present 

The warricrf gazed about him grimly, and like 
one but half-cofivmced. He had incurred a dange . 
too fearful, in entering the stockade, to be easily 
diverted from his purpose. 

" Listen !" he continued, after a short pause, dur- 
ing which the artillery of the Puritan had again 
bellowed in the uproar, without " The thunder is 
with the Yengeese ! Our young women will look 
another way and call us Pequots, should there be 
no scalps on our pole." 

For a single momoiit, the countenance of the boy 
changed, and his resolution seemed to Waver. The 
other, who watched his eyes with longing eagerness, 
again seized his victim by the hair, when Ruth 
shrieked in the accents of despair — 

" Boy ! boy ! if thou art not with us, (rod hath 
deserted us !" 

" She is mine," burst fercely from the lips of the 
lad. " Hear my words, Wompahwisset ; the blood 
of my father is very warm within me." 

The other paused, and the blow was once more 
suspended. The glaring eye-balls of the savage 
rested intently on the swelling form and stern coun- 
tenance of the young hero, whose uplifted hand 
appeared to menace instant punishment, should he 
dare to disregard the mediation. The lips of the 
warrior severed, and the wwd * Miantonimoh' was 
uttered as softly as if it recalled a feeling of sor- 
row. Then, as a sudden burst of yells rose abpve 
the roar of the conflagration, the fferce Indian 
turned in his tracks, and, abandoning the trembling 
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and nearly insensible child, he bounded away like 
a hound loosened on a fresh scent of blood; ^ 

"Boy! boy!" murmured the nwther; '^heathen 
or Christian, there is <Mie thsit will bless theei— ^" 

A rapid gesture of the hand inteiTupted the 
fervent expression of her gratitude. Pointing after 
the form of the retreating savage, the lad encircled 
his own head with a finger, in a manner that could 
not be mistaken, as he uttered steadily, but with the 
deepemphasis of an Indian — 

"The young Pale-face has a scalp !" 

Ruth heard no more. With instinctive rapidity, 
every feeling of her soul quickened nearly to agony, 
she rushed below, in order to warn Mark against 
the machinations of so fearful an enemy. Her step 
was heard but for a moment in the vacant chambers, 
and then the Indian boy, wlmse steadiness and au- 
thority had just been so signally exerted in favor 
of the children, resumed his attitude of meditation, 
as quietly as if he took no further interest in the 
frightful events of the night. 

The situaticm of the garrison was no^, indeed, to 
the last degree critical. A torrent of fiffe had passed* 
from the further extpemity of the out-houaes to that 
which stood nearest to the defencesj^and, as building 
after building melted beneath its raging power, the 
palisadoes became heated nearly to the point of 
ignition. The alarm created by this imminent danger 
•had already been given, and, when Ruth issued 
into the court, a female was rushing past her, seem- 
ingly on some errand of the last necessity. 

"Hast seen him?" demanded the breathless mo- 
ther, arresting the steps of theqidck-moving girl. 

" Not since the savage made his last onsel, but I 
warrant me he may be round near the western loops, 
making good the works against the enemv !" 

" Surely he is not foremost in the fray ! Of whom 
speakest thou. Faith? I questioned thee of Mark. 
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Tbere is one, even now, rag^g wHUn the pickets^ 
seeking a victim." 

" Truly, 1 thought it had heen question of— — 
the hoj is vi4th hia fiither aad the stranger soldier, 
vvho does such deeds of valor in onr behalf. I have 
seen no enemy wtthin the palisadoeSr Madam Heath«» 
cote, since the entry of the man who escaped,. by 
favor of the powers of dafkness, from the shot of 
Eben Dudley'snnusket." 

" And is this evil like to pats from us^*' resumed 
Ruth, breathing more freeW, as die. teamed the 
safety of her son; **or does rrovidenee veil its face 
in anger ?" 

"We keep our ovm, though the savage hath 

Sressed the young men to extremity. Oh \ it jlad- 
ened heart to see how brave a guard Reuben Rine, 
and others near him, made in our behalf. I do thhuc 
me. Madam Heathcote, that, after aH, tbere is real 
manhood in the brawler Dudley! Truly, the youth 
hath done marvels in the way of exposure and 
resistance. Twenty times this night haTC I expected 
to see him slain." 

* "And he that lycth there?" half-vrhispered the 
alarmed Ruth, pointing to a spot ne8Lrtbem, where, 
aside from the movements of those who still acted 
m the bustle of the combat, one lay stretched on. 
the earth — "who hath fallen?'* 

The cheek of F^ith blanched to a whiteness that 
nearly equaHed that o# the Unen, which, even in 
the hurry of such a scene, some friendly hand had 
found leisure to throw, in decent sadness, over the 
form. 

"That!'' said the faltering girl; "though hurt 
and bleeding, ray brother Reuben surely keepeth 
the loop at the western angle; nor is Whittal wanting 
in sufficient sense to take heed of danger — This 
may not be the stranger, for under the covers of the 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



202 THB WBPT 

postern breast-work Ke holdeth counsel with the 
jonxm captain." 

" Art certain, girl ?" 

" I saw them both within the minute. Would to 
God we could hear the shout of noisy Dudley, Madam 
Heathcote : his cry cheereth the heart, in a moment 
awful as this I*' 

''Lift the cloth,'' said Ruth with ^alm solemnity, 
''that we may know which of our friends hath been 
called to the great account." 

Faith hesitated, and when, by a powerful effort, 
in which secret interest had as deep an influence 
as obedience,>she did comply, it was with a sort of 
desperate resolu^on. On raising the linen, the eyes 
of the two women rested on the pallid countenance 
of dne who had been transfixed by an iron-headed 
arrow. The ^rl dropped the. linen, and in a voice 
that sounded like a burst of hysterical feeling, she 
exclaimed — 

"'Tis but the youth that came lately among us ! 
We are spared the loss of any ancient friend." 

"Tis one who died for our safety. I would give 
largely of this world's comforts, that this calamity- 
might not have been, or that greater leisure for the 
last fearful re<!koning had been accorded. But we 
may not lose the moments in mourning. Hie thee, 
girl, and soimd the alarm that a savage lurketh 
within our walk, and that he skulketb in quest of a 
secret blow. Bid all be A*ary. If the young Mark 
should cross thy path, speak to him twice of this 
danger ; the cUId hath a froward spirit, and may 
not hearken to words uttered in too great hurry." 

With this chai^, Ruth quitted her maiden. 
While the latter proceeded to give the necessary- 
notice, the other sought the spot where she had 
i'ust learned there was reason to believe her hus^ 
>and Ai^t be found. 

Gmtent and the stranger were in fact met in 
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c<»isuItatioD oyer the danger which threatened de- 
struction to their most important means of defence. 
The savages themselves appeared to be conscious 
that the names were working in their favor ; for 
their e£R>rts sensibly slackened^ and having already 
severely suffered in their attempts to annoy the 
garrison^ they had fallen back to their covers^ and 
awaited the nK)ment when their practised cunning 
should tell them they might, with more flattering 
promises of success, again ralty to the onset. A brief 
explanation served to make Kuth acqusdnted with 
the imminent jeopardy of their situation. Under a 
sense of a more appalUng danger, she lost the re- 
collection of her former purpose, and with a con- 
tracted and sorrowing eye, she stood like her com- 
panions, in impotent helplessness, an entranced spec- 
tator of the prepress of the destructicm. . 

'^A soldier should not waste words in useless 

f)laints," observed the stranger, folding his arms 
ike one who was conscious that human e£E)rt could 
do no more, " else should I say, 'tis pity that he who 
drew yon line of stockade nath not remembered 
the uses of the ditch." 

"I will sununon the maidens to the wells," said 
Ruth. ^ 

"'Twill not avail us. The arrow would be among 
them, nor could mortal long endure the heat of 
yon glowing furnace. Thou seest that the timbers 
already smoke and blacken, under its fierceness." 

The stranger was still speaking, when a small 
quivering flame played on the corners of the pali- 
sado nearest the bumin|f pile. The element flutter- 
ed like a waving line along the edges of the heated 
wood, after which it spread over the whole surface 
of the timber, from its larger base to the pointed 
summit. As if this had merely been the signal of a 
general destruction, the flames kindled in fifty places 
at ^e same instant^, and then the whole Ime of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



204 TRS yv&r 

the si»ck»de, nearest tbe conflagration, wag cover- 
ed with fire. A yell of triuxnpb arose in the fields, 
and a^fii^t of arrows; sailing tauntingly into the 
works; ^announced the fierce impatience of those 
who watched the increase of the conflagration. 

<* We shall be driven to our block," said Content. 
^Assemble &j maidens, Ruth, and make speeify 
preparation for the last retreat." 

«I go; hut liaaard not thy life in any vain en- 
deavor to retard the flames. There will yet be 
time for all that 13 needful to our seicurity." 
, "I know not/* hurriedly observed the stranger. 
"Here comeUi the assauH in a new aspect !" 

The feet of Ruth w^re arrested. On looking up- 
ward, she saw the obj^t which had drawn this 
remark from the last speaker. A small bright ball 
of fire had arisen out of the fiekis, and, describing 
an arc in the air, it sailed above their heads and 
fell on the shingles of a buildkig which formed part 
of the quadrai^le of the inner court. The move- 
ment was that of an arrow thrown from a distant 
bow, and its way was to be traced by a long trail 
of light, that followed its course like a blazing me- 
teor. This hurning arrow had been sent with a cool 
and practised judgment. It lighted upon a portion 
of the combustiUes that were nearly as inflam- 
mable as gunpowder, and the eye had scarcely suc- 
ceeded in tracing it to its fall, ere the^bright flames 
were seen stealing over the. heated roof. 

"One struggle for mir haT)itations !" cried Con- 
tent — but the hand of the stranger was placed firm- 
ly on his shemlder.' At that instant, a dozen similar 
meteor-looking balls shot into the air, and fell in 
as many difierei^ places on the already half-kiii- 
dled pile. Further eiE>rts would have^en useless. 
Relinquishing the hope of saving his property, every 
thought was now given to personal safety. 

Ruth recovered from her short trance, and has- 
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tened with hurried steps to perform her well-known 
office. Then came a few minutes of exertion, dur- 
ing which the females transferred all that was ne- 
cessary to their subsistence, and which had not 
been already provided in the block, to their little 
citadel. The glowing light, which pfenetrated the 
darkest passages among the buildings* prevente 
this movement from being made without discovery 
The whoop summoned their enemies to another at- 
tack. The arrows thickened in the air, and the im- 
portant duty was not perforpied without risk, a» all 
were obliged^ in some d^ree, to expose their per- 
sons, while passing to and fix>, loaded with necessa- 
ries. The gathering smeke, however, served in 
some measure for a screen ; and it was not long be- 
fore Q)ntent received the welcome tidings that he 
might command the retreat of his young men from 
the palisadoes. The conch sounded the necessary 
signal, and ere the foe had time to understatid its 
meaning, or profit by the defenceless state of the 
works, every individual within them had reached 
the door of the block in safety. Still, there was 
more of hurry and confusion than altc^ether com- 
ported with their safety. They who were assigned 
to that duty, however, mounted eagerly to the loops, 
and stood in readiness to pour out their fire on who- 
ever might dare to come within its reach, while a 
few still lingered in the court, to see that no neces- 
sary provision for resistance, or of safety, was for- 
gotten. Ruth had been foremost in exertion, and 
she now stood pressing her hands to her temples, 
like one whose mind was bewildered by her own 
efforts. 

"Our fallen friend !" she said. " Shall we leave 
his remains to be mangled by the savage ?" 

"Surely not; Dudley, thy hand. We will bear 

the body within the lower ^ha! death hath 

struck another of our family." 

Vol. I. 18 
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. The alarm with which G)ntent made this dis- 
covery passed quickly, to all in hearing. It was but 
too apparent, by the shape of the linen, that two 
bodies lay^ beneath its folds. Anxious and rapid 
looks were cast from face to face, in order to learn 
who was missing ; and then, conscious of the hazard 
of further delay, G)ntent raised the lin,en, in order 
to remove all doubts by certainty. The form of the 
young borderer, who was know^ to have fallen, 
was first slowly and reverently uncovered; but even 
the most self-restrained among the spectators start- 
ed back in horror, as his robbed and reeking head 
showed that a savage hand had worked its ruthless 
will on the unresisting corpse. 

" The other !" Ruth struggled to say, and it was 
only as her husband had half- removed the linen 
that she could succeed in uttering the words — ^** Be- 
ware the other !" 

The warning was not useless, for the linen waved 
violently as it rose under the hand of Content, and 
a grim Indian sprang into the very centre of the 
startled group. Sweeping his armed hand widely 
about him, the savage broke through the receding^ 
circle, and, giving forth the appalling whoop of his 
tribe, he bounded into the open door of the princi- 
pal dwelling, so swiftly as utterly to defeat any de- 
sign of pursuit. The arms of Ruth were frantically 
extended towards the place where he had disap- 
•eared, ^nd she was about to rush madly on his 
botsteps, wjien the hand of her husband stopped 
the movement. 

"Wouldst hazard life, to save some worthless 
trifle?" 

"Husband, release me!" returned the Woman, 
nearly choked with her agony — " nature hath slept 
within me!" 

**Fear blindeth thy reason!" 

The form of Ruth ceased to stru^le. All the 
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madness, whifch had. been glaring vrildly about ber 
eyes, disappeared in the settled look of an almost 
preternatural calm. G>llecting the whole of her 
mental energy in one desperate eflfort of self-com- 
mand, she turned to her husband, and,^ as her bosom 
swelled with the terror that seemed to stop her 
breath, she said in a voice that was frightful by its 
composure — 

"If thou hast a father's heart, release me! — Our 
babes have been forgotten !" 

The hand of Content relaxed its hold, and, in 
anx>ther instant, the form of his wife was lost to 
view on the track that had just been taken by the 
successful savaee. This was the luckless moment 
chosen by the foe to push his advantage. A fierce 
burst of yells proclaimed the activity of the assail- 
ants, and a general discharge from the loops of the 
block-house sufficiently apprised those in the court 
that the onset of the enemy was now pushed into 
the very heart of the defences. All had mounted, 
biit the few who lingered to discharge the melan- 
choly duty to the dead They were too few to ren- 
der resistance prudent, and yet too many to think 
of deserting the distracted mother and her offspring 
without an efibrt. 

"Enter," said Gmtent, pointing to the door of 
the block. "It b my duty to share the fate of those 
nearest my blood." 

The stranger made no answer. Placing his pow 
erful hands on the nearly stupified husband, he 
thrust his person, by an irresistible effort, within 
the basement of the building, and then he signed, - 
by a quick gesture, for all around him to follow. 
After the last form had entered, he commanded^ 
that the fastenings of the door should be secured, 
remaining himself, as he believed, alone without. 
But when by a rapid glance he saw there was 
another gazing in dull awe on the features of the 
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fallen man, it was too \aie to rectify the mistake. 
Yells were now rising out of the black sntoke, that 
was rolling in volumes from the heated buildings, 
and it was plain that only a few feet divided them 
from their pursuers. Beckoning the man who had 
been excluded from the block to follow, the stem 
soldier rushed into the principal dwelUng, which was 
still but little injured by the fire. Guided rather by 
chance than by any knowledge of the windings of the 
building, he soon found himself in the chambers. He 
was now at a loss whither to proceed* At that mo- 
ment, his companion, who was no other than Whittal 
Ring, took the lead, and in another instant, they 
were at the door of the secret apartment. 

" Hist !" said the stranger, raising a hand to com- 
mand silence as he entered the room. " Our hope is 
in secrecy." 

" And* how may we escape without detection V* 
demanded the mother, pointing about her at objects 
illuminated by a light so powerful as to penetrate 
every cranny of the ill-constructed building. " i he 
noon-day sun is scarce brighter than this dreadful 
fire!" 

<< God is in the elements 1 His guiding hand shall 
point the way. But here we may not tarry, for the 
flames are already on the shingles. Follow, and 
speak not." 

Ruth pressed the children to her side, and the 
whole party left the apartment of the attic in a 
body. Their descent to a lower room was made 
quickly, and without discovery. But here their lead- 
er paused, for the state of things without was one 
to demand the utmost steadines of nerve, and great 
reflection. 

^ The Indians had by this time gained command of 
the whole of Mark Heathcote's possessions, with the 
exception of the block-house ; and as their first act 
had been to apply the brand wherever it might 
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be wanting, the roar of the conflagration was now 
lieard in every direction. The discharge of muskets 
and the whoops<x)f the combatants, however, while 
they added to the horrible din of such a scene, pro- 
claimed the unconquered resolution of those who 
held the citadel. A window of the room they oc- 
cupied enabled the stranger to take a cautious sur- 
vey of what was pasising without. The court, lighted 
to the brilliancy of day, was empty; for the increas- 
ing heat of the fires, no less than the discharges from 
the loops, still kept the cautious savages to their 
covers. There was barely hope, that the space be- 
tween the dwelling and the block-house 4night yet 
be passed in safety. 

" I would I had asked that the door of the block 
should be held in hand," muttered Submission ; " it 
would be death to hnger an instant in ihat fierce 
light ; nor have we any manner of " 

A touch was laid upon hb arm, and turning, the 
speaker saw the dark eye of the captive boy looking 
steadily in his face. 

" Wilt do it V* demanded the other, in a manner 
to show that he doubted, while he hoped. 

A speaking gesture of assent was the answer, and 
then the form of the lad was seen gliding quietly 
from the room. 

Another instant, and Miantonimoh appeared in 
the court He walked with the deliberation that 
one would have shown in moments of the most en- 
tire security. A hand was raised towards the loops, 
as if to betoken amity, and then dropping the limb, 
he moved with the same slow step into the very 
centre of the area. Here the boy stood in the fullest 
glare of the conflagration, and turned bis face de- 
liberately on every side of him. The action showed 
that he wished to invite all eyes to examine his per- 
son. At this mometft the yells ceased in the surround- 
ing covers, proclaiming alike the common feeling 
18* 
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that was .awakened bj his^ appearance, and the 
hazard that any other would have incurred by ex- 
posing himself in that fearAri scene. When this^ 
act of exceeding confidence had been performed, 
the boy drew a pace nearer to the entrance of the 
block. ^ 

" G)mest thou in peace, or is this another device 
of Indian treachery ?" demanded a voice, through 
an opening in the door left expressly for the purposes 
of parley. 

The boy raised the palm of one hand towards the 
speaker, while he laid the other with a gesture of 
confidence on his naked ^breast 

" Hast aught to offer in behalf of my wife and 
babes ? If gold will- buy their ransom, name thy 
price." 

Miantonlmoh was at no loss to comprehend the 
other's meaning. With the readiness of one whose 
faculties had been early schooled in the inventions 
of emergencies,. he made a gesture th^t said even 
more than his figurative words, as he answered — 

"Can a woman of the Pale-faces pass through 
wood 1 An Indian arrow is swifter than the foot of 
my mother." 

" Boy, I trust thee," returned the vcrice from with- 
in Ihe loop. " If thou deceivest beings so feeble aad 
so innocent. Heaven will remember the wrong." 

Miantonimoh again made a sign to show that 
caution must be used, and then he retired with a 
step calm and measured as that used in his advance. 
Another pause to -the shouts betrayed the interest 
of those whose fierce eyes watched his movements 
in the distance. . , 

When the y#ung Indian had rejoined the party in 
the dwelling, he led them, without being observed 
by the lurkmg band that still hovered in the smoke 
of the surrounding buildings, to a spot that command- 
ed a full view of their short but perilous route. At 
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this moment the door of the block-house half-opened, 
and was closed again. Still the stranger hesitated, 
for he saw bow little was the chance that all should 
cross the court unharmed, and to pass it by repeated 
trials he knew to be impossible. 

" Boy," he said, "thou, who hast done thus much, 
may still do more. ' Ask mercy for these children, 
in some manner that may touch the hearts of thy 
people." 

Miantonimoh shook his head, and pointing to the 
ghastly corpse that lay in the court, he answered 
coldly — 

" The red-man has tasted blood." 

" Then must the desperate trial be done! Think 
not of thy children, devoted and daring mother, but 
look only to thine own safety. This witless youth 
and I will charge ourselves with the care of the 
innocents." 

Ruth waved him away with her hand, pressing 
her mute and trembling daughter to her bosom, in a 
manner to show that her resolution was taken. The 
stranger yielded, and turning to Whittal, who stood 
near him, seemingly as much occupied in vacant ad- 
miration of the blazing piles as in any apprehension 
of his own personal danger, he bade him look to the ^ 
safety of the remaining child. Moving in front him- 
self, he was about to offer Ruth such protection as 
the case afibrded, when a window in the rear of the 
house was dashed inward, announcing the entrance 
of the enemy, and the imminent danger that their 
flight would be intercepted. There was no time to 
lose, for it was now certain that only a sing!e room 
separated them from their foes. The generous na- 
ture of Ruth was roused, and catching Martha from 
the arms of Whittal Ring, she endeavored, by a 
desperate effort, in which feeling rather than any 
reasonable motive predominated, to envelop both 
the children in her robe. 
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" I am with ye !" whispered the agitate^ woman 
" hush ye, hush ye, habes ! tliy mother is nigh !" 

The stranger was very diflFerently employed. The 
instant the crash of glass was heard, he rushed to 
the rear ; and he had already grappled with the 
savage so^ often named, and who acted as guide to a 
dozen fierce and yelling followers.' 

"To the block!'* snouted the steady soldier 
while with a powerful arm he held his enemy in the 
throat of the narrow passage, stopping the approach 
of those in the rear by the body of his foe. **^For 
the love of life and children, woman, to the block I" 

The summons rang frightfully in the ears of Ruth, 
but in that moment of extreme jeopardy her pres- 
ence of mind was lost. The cry was repeated, and 
not till then did* the bewildered mother catch her 
daughter from the flqor. With eyes still bent ^n 
the fierce struggle in her rear, she clasped the child 
to her heart and fled, calling on Whittal Ring to fol- 
low. The lad obeyed, and ere she had half-crossed 
the court, the stranger, still holding his savage shield 
between him and his enemies, was seen endeavoring 
to take the same direction. The whoops, the flight 
of arrows, and the discharges of musquetry, that 
succeeded, proclaimed the whole extent of the dan- 
ger. But fear had lent unnatural vigor to the limbs 
of Ruth, and the gliding arrows themselves scarce 
sailed more swiftly through the heated ^ir, than she 
darted into the open door of the block.' Whittal 
Ring was less successful. As he crossed the court, 
bearing the child intrusted to his care, an arrow 

frierced his flesh. Stung by the pain, the witless 
ad turned, in anger, to chide the hand that had in- 
flicted the injury. 

" On, foolish boy !" cried the stronger, as he pass- 
ed him, still making a target of the body of the sav- 
age that was writhing in his grasp. ** On, for thy 
life, and that of the babe !" 
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The mandate came too late. The hand of an 
Indian was already on the innocent victim, and in 
the next itostant the child was _ sweeping the air, 
while with a short yell the keen axe flourished 
above his head. A shot from the loops laid the mon- 
ster dead in his tracks. The girl was instantly seiz- 
ed by anottier hand, and as the captor with his prize 
darted unharmed into the dwelling, there arose in 
the block a common exclamation of the name of 
" Miantonimoh I" Two more of the savages profited 
by the pause of horror that followed, to lay bands 
on the wounded Whittal and to drag ,him within the 
blazing building. At the same moment, the stranger 
cast the unresisting savage back upon, the weapons 
of his companions. The bleeding and half-strangled 
Indian met the blows which had been aimed at 
the life of the soldier, and as he staggered and fell, 
his vigorous conqueror disappeared in the block. 
The door of the little citadel was instantly closed^ 
and the savages, who rushed headlong against th^ ' 
entrance, heard the fitting of the bars whicn secured 
it against their attacks. The yell of retreat was 
raised, and in the next instant the court was left to 
the possession of the dead. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



^Bid Heaven look on, 
And would not takeJheir part? — 

— ; Heaven reat them now !** 

Macbeth. 

" We will be thankful for this blessing," said Q>n- 
tent, as he aided the half-unconscious Ruth to mount 
the ladder, yielding himself to a feeling of nature 
that said little agamst his manhood. ^'If we have 
lost one that we loved, God hath spared our own 
child.'* 

His breathless wife threw herself into a seat, and 
folding the treasure to her bosom, she whispered 
rather than said aloud-^" From my soul, Heathcote, 
am I grateful !" 

" Thou shieldest the babe from my sight,** return- 
ed the father, stooping to ccHiceal a tear that was 
stealing down his brown cheek, under a pretence of 
embracing the child — but suddenly recoiling, he 
added in alarm — " Ruth !** 

Startled by the tone in which her husband utter- 
ed her name, the mother threw aside the folds of 
her dress, which still concealed the girl, and stretch- 
ing her out to the length of an arm, she saw that, 
in the hurry of the appalling scene, the children 
had been exchanged, and that she had saved the 
life of Martha ! 

Notwithstanding the generous disposition of Ruth, 
it was impossible to repress the feeling of disappoint- 
ment which came over her with the consciousness 
of the mistake. Nature at first had sway, and to a 
degree that was fearfully powerful. 

" It is not our babe !" snrieked the mother, still 
holding the child at the length of her arm, and 
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gazing at its innocent and terrified countenance, 
with an expression that Martha had never yet seen 
gleaming frona eyes that were, in common, so soft 
and so indulgent. 

" I am thine ! I am thine !" murmured the little 
trembler, struggling in vain to reach the bosom that 
had so long cherbhed her infancy. "If not thine, 
whose am 1 ?" 

The gaze of Ruth ws^ still wild, the workings of 
her features hysterical. 

" Madam — ^Mrs. Heathcote — mother !" came tim- 
idly, and at intervals, from the lips of the orphan. 
Then the heart of Ruth relented. She clasped the 
daughter of her friend to her breast, and Nature 
found a temporary relief in one of those frightful 
exhibitions of anguish, which appear to threaten 
the dissolution of the link which connects the soul 
with the body. 

" Come, daughter of John Harding," said Content, 
looking around hun with the assumed composure of 
a chastened man, while natural reeret struggled 
hard at his heart ; f* this has been God's pleasure ; 
it is meet that we kiss his parental hand. Let us be 
thankful," he added, with a quivering lip but steady 
eye, " that even this mercy hath been shown. Our 
babe is with the Indian, but our hopes are &r beyond 
the reach of savage malignity. We have not * laid 
up treasure where moth and rust can corrupt, or 
where thieves may break in and steal.' It may be 
that the morning shall t^ing means of parley, and 
haply, opportunity of ransom." 

There was the glimmering of hope in this sugges- 
tion. The idea seemed to give a new direction to 
the thoughts of Ruth, and the change enabled the 
long habits of self-restraint to regain something of 
their former ascendancy. The fountains of her tears 
became dry, and, after on^ short and terrible strug- 
gle, she was again enabled to appear composed. But 
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at no time during tlie continuance of that fearful 
struggle^ was Ruth Heathcote again the same ready 
and useful agent of activity and order that she had 
been in the earlier events of the night. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind the reader that 
the brief burst of parental agony which has just 
been related, escaped G)fitent and his wife amid a 
scene in which the other actors were too much oc- 
cupied by their exertions to note its exhibition. The 
fate of those iathe block was too evidently approach- 
ing its close, to allow of any interest in such an 
episode to the great tragedy of the moment 

The character of the contest had in some measure 
changed. There was no longer any immediate ap- 
prehension from the missiles of the assailants, though 
danger pressed upon the besieged in a new and even 
in a more horrible aspect. Now and theji indeed an 
arrow quivered in the openings of the loops, and 
the blunt Dudley had once a narrow escape from 
the passage of a bullet, which, guided by chance, 
or aimed by a hand surer than common, glanced 
through one of the narrow slits, and would have 
terminated the history of the borderer, had not the 
head it ofoUquely encountered, beecf too solid to 
yield even to such an assault. The attention of the 
garrison was chiefly called to the imminent danger 
of the surrounding fire. Though the probability of 
such an emergency as that in which the family Was 
now placed, had certainly been foreseen, and in 
some degree guarded against, in the size of the 
area and in the construction of the block, yet it . 
was found that the danger exceeded all former 
calculations. 

For the basement, there was no reason to feel 
alarm. It was of stone, and of a thickness and a 
material to put at defiance any artifices that their 
enemy might find time to practise. Even the tyn^ - 
upper stories were comparatively safe; for thej 
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were composed of blocks so solid as to require time 
to heat them, and they were consequently as little 
liable to combustion as wood well could be. But 
the roof, like all of that, and indeed, like most of 
the present day in America, was composed of short 
inflammable shingles of pine. The superior height 
of the tower was some little protection, but as the 
flames rose roaring above the buildings of the court, 
and waved in wide circuits around the heated area, 
the whole of the fragile covering of the block was 
often wrapped in folds of fire. The result may be 
anticipated^ Content was first recalled from the 
bitterness of his parental regret, by a cry, which 

f)assed among the family, that the roof of their 
ittle citadel was in flames. One of the ordinary 
wells of the habitation was in the basement of the 
edifice, and it was fortunate that no precaution 
necessary to render it serviceable in an emergency 
like that which was now arrived, had been neglected. 
A well-secured shaft of stone rose through the lower 
apartment into the upper floor. Profiting by this 
happy precaution, the handmaidens of Ruth plied 
the buckets with diligence, while the young men 
cast water freely on the roof, from the windows of 
the attic. The latter duty, it may readily be sup- 
posed, was not performed without hazard. Flights 
of arrows were constantly directed against the la- 
borers, and more than one of the youths received 
greater or less injuries, while exposed to their an- 
noyance. There were indeed a few minutes, during 
which it remained a question of grave interest how 
far the risk they ran was likely to be crowned with 
success. The excessive heat of so many fires, and 
the occasional contact with the flames, as they 
swept in eddies over the place, began to render it 
doubtful whether any human efforte could long 
arrest the evil. Even the massive and moistened 
logs of the body of the work began to smoke ; and 
Vol. I. 19 
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it was found, by experiment, that the hand could 
rest but a moment on their surface* 

During this interval of deep suspense, all the men 
posted at the loops were called to aid in extinguish- 
ing the fire. Resistance was forgotten in the discharge 
of a duty that bad become still more pressing. Ruth 
herself was aroused by the nature of the alarm, 
and all hands and all minds were arduously occu- 
pied in a toil that diverted attention- from incidents 
which had less interest, because they were teeming 
less with instant destruction. Danger is known to 
* lose its terrors by familiarity. The young borderers 
became reckless of thair persons in the ardoj? of 
exertion, and as success began to crown their efforts, 
something like the levity of happier moments got 
the better of their concern. Stolen and curious 
glandes were thrown- around a place that had so 
long been kept sacred to the secret uses of the Pu- 
ritan, wh^ it was found that the flames were sub- 
dued, and that the present danger was averted. 
The light glared powerfully through several open- 
ings in the shingles, no less than through the win- 
dows; and every eye was enabled.to scan the con- 
tents of an apartment which all had longed, though 
none had ever before presumed, to enter. 

"The Captain looketh well to the body," whis- 
pered Reuben Ring to one of his ccwnrades, as he 
wiped the effects of the toil from a sun-burnt brow. 
"Thou seest, Hiram, that there is good store of 
cheer." 

"The buttery is not better stored!" returned the 
other, with the shrewdness and ready observation 
of a border-man. " It is known that he never touch* 
eth that which the cow yields, except as it comes 
from the creature, .and here we find of the best 
that the Madam's dairy can yield !" 

" Surely yon buff* jerkin is like to those worn by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF WISH-TaK-WISH. 219 

the idle cavaliers at home ! I think it be long since 
the Captain hath ridden forth in such a guise." 

"That may be matter ofc ancient usage> for thou 
seest he hath relics of the fashion of the English 
troopers in this bit of steel ; it is like, he holdeth 
deep exercise over the vanities of his youth, while 
recalling the times in which they were worn." 

This conjecture appeared to satisfy the other, 
though it is probable that a sight of a fresh store 
){ bodily aliment, which was soon after exposed in 
jrder to gain access to the roof, might have led to 
3ome further inferences, had more time been giveli 
to conjectures. But at this Tuoment a new wail pro- 
ceeded from the maidens who plied the buckets 
"beneath. 

"To the loops ! to the loops, or we are lost !" was 
a summons that admitted of no delay. Led by the 
stranger, the young men rushed below, where, in 
truth, they found a serious demand on all their 
activity and courage. 

The Indians were wanting in none of the saga- 
city which so remarkably distinguishes the warfare 
of this cunning race. The time spent by the family, 
in arresting the flames, had not been thrown away 
by the assailanjts. Profiting by the attention of those 
within, to efibrts that were literally of the last im- 
portance, they had found means to convey burning 
brands to the door of the block, against which they 
had piled a mass of blazing combustibles, that 
threatened shortly to open the way into the base- 
ilient of the citadel itself. In order to mask this 
design, and to protect their approaches, the savages 
had succeeded in dragging bundles of straw and 
other similar materials to the foot of the work, to 
which the fire soon communicated, and which con- 
sequently served both to increase the actual danger 
of the building and to distract the attention of those 
by whom it was defended. Although the water that 
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fell from the roof served to retard the pn^ess of 
these flames, it contributed to produce the effect of 
all others that was most desired by the savages. 
The dense volumes of smoke that) arose from the 
half-smothered fire,- first apprised the females of 
the new danger which assailed them. When Con- 
tent and the stranger reached the principal floor 
oCtheir citadel, it required some little time, and no 
small degree of coolness, to comprehend the situ- 
ation in which^ they Were now placed. The vapor 
that rolled upward from the wet straw and $ay 
had already penetrated into the apartment, and it 
was with no slight diflSculty that they who occu- 
pied it were enabled to distiiiguish objects, or even 
to breathe. ^ 

" Here is matter to exercise our utmost fortitude,** 
said the stranger to his constant companion. " We 
must look to this new device,* or we come to the fate 
of death by fire. ~ Summon the stoutest-hearted of 
thy youths, and I will lead them to a sortie, ere the 
evil get past a remedy.'* 

" That were certain victory to the heathen. Thou 
hearest, by their yells, that 'tis no small band of 
scouters who beleaguer us; a tribe hath sent forth 
its chosen warriors to do their wiclcedness. Better 
is it that we bestir ourselves to drive them frorti our 
door, and to prevent the further annoyance of this 
cloud, since, to issue from the block, at this moment, 
would be to offer our heads to the tomahawk ; and 
to ask mercy is as vain as to hope to move the rock 
with tears." 

" And in what manner may we do tl»s needful 
service ?" 

" Our muskets will still command the entrance, 
by means of these downward loops, and water may 
be yet applied through the same openings. Thought 
hath been had of this danger, in the msposition of 
the place." * 
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** Then, of Heaven's mercy ! delay not the eflfoit." 

The necessary measures were taken, instantly. 
Eben Dudley applied the muzzle of his piece to a 
loop, and discharged it downward, in the direction 
of the endangered door. But aim was impossible in 
the obscurity, and his want of success wats proclaim- 
ed by a taunting shout of triumph. Then followed 
a flood of water, which however was scarcely of 
more service, since the savages had foreseen its use, 
and had made a provision against its effects by plac- 
ing boards, and such vessels as they found scattered 
among the buildings, above the fire, in a manner to 
prevent most of Ae fluid from reaching its aim. 

" Come hither with thy musket, Reuben Ring," 
said Content, hurriedly; "the wind stirreth the 
smoke, here ; the savages still heap fuel against the 
wall." 

The borderer complied. There were in fact mo- 
ments when dark fajiman forms wer^ to be seen 
gliding in silence around the building, though the 
density of the vapor rendered the forms indistinct 
and their movements doubtfuL With a cool and 
practised eye, the youth sought a victim ; but as he 
discharged his musket, an object glanced near his 
own visage, as though the bullet had recoiled on him 
who had given it a very different mission. Stepping 
backward a,, little hurriedly, he saw the stranger 
pointing through the smoke at an arrow which still 
quivered in the floor above them. 

" We cannot long abide these assaults," the soldier 
muttered ; ** something must be speedily devised, or 
we fall." 

His words ceased, for a yeU that appeared to lift 
the floor on which he stood, announced the destruc- 
tion of the door and the presence of the savages in 
the basement of the tower. Both parties appeared 
momentarily confounded at this unexpected success; 
for while the one stood mute with astonishment jind 
19* 
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dread, the other did little more than triumph. But 
this inaction soon ended. The conflict was resumed, 
though the efforts of the assailants began to assume 
the confidence of victwy, while, ot the part pf the 
besieged, ihey partook fearfully of the aspect of 
despair. 

A few muskets were discharged, both from below 
and above, at the intermediate floor, but the thick- 
ness of the planks prevented the bullets from dmpg 
injury. Then commenced a struggle in which the 
respective qualities of the combatants were exhib- 
ited in a singularly characteristic manner. While 
the Indians improved their advantages beneath, with 
all the arts known to savage warfare, the young 
men resisted with that wonderful aptitude of expe- 
dient, and readiness of execution, which distinguish 
the American borderer. 

The first attempt of the assailants was to burn 
the flooi of the lower apartment. In order to effect 
this, they threw vast piles of straw into the base- 
ment, fiut ere the brand was applied, water had 
reduced the inflammable mate^al to a black and 
murky pile. Still the smoke had nearly effected a 
conquest which the fire itself had failed tp achieve. 
So suiibcating indeed were the clouds of vapor which 
ascended through the crevices, that the females 
were compelled to seek a refuge in the attic. Here 
the openings in the roof, and a swift current of air, 
relieved them, in some degree, from its annoyance. 

When it was found that the command of the well 
afforded the besieged the means of protecting the 
wood- work of the interior, an efibrt was made to cut 
off the communication ^vith the water, by forcing a 
passage into the circular stone shaft, through which 
it was drawn into the room above." This attempt 
was defeated\by the readiness of the youths, who 
soon cut holes in the floor, whence they sent down 
certain death on all beneath. Perhaps no psirt of 
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the assault was mbre obstinate than that which ac- 
companied this effort ; nor did either assailants or 
assailed, at any time during its continuance, suffer 
greater personal injury. After a long and fierce 
struggle, the resistance was effectual, and the sav- 
ages had recourse to new schemes in order to effect 
their ruthless object. 

During the first moments of their entrance, and 
with a view to reap the fruits of the victory when 
the garrison should be more effectually subdued^ 
most of the furniture of the dwelling had been scat- 
terecl by the conquerors on the side of the hill. 
Among other articles, some six or seven beds had 
been dragged from the dormitories. These were 
now brought into play, as powerful instruments in 
the assault. They were cast, one by one, on the 
still burning though smothered flames, in tbe base- 
ment of the block, whence they sent up a cloud of 
their intolerable eflluvia. At this trying moment, 
the appalling cry was heard in the block, that the 
well had failed ! The buckets ascended as empty 
as they went down, and they were thrown aside as 
no longer useful. The savages seemed to compre- 
hend their advantage, for they profited by the con- 
fusion that succeeded amone the assailed, to feed 
the slumbering fires. The names kindled fiercely, 
and in less them a minute they became too violent 
to be subdued. They were soon seen playing on 
the planks of the floor above. The subtle element 
flashed from poitit to point, and it was not long ere 
it was stealing up the outer side of the heated block 
itself. 

The savages now knew that conquest was sure. 
Yells and whoopings proc;laimed the fierce delight 
with which they witnessed the certainty of their 
victory. Still tliere was something portentous in 
the death-like silence with which the victims within 
thfe block awaited their fate. The whole exterior 
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of the building^ was already wrapped in flames, and 
yet no show of further resistance, no petition for 
mercy, issued from its bosom. The unnati^ral and 
frightful stillness, that reigned within, was gradually, 
communicated to those without. The cries and 
shouts of triumph ceased, and the crackling of 
the flames, or the falling of timber in the adjoining 
buildings, alone disturbed the awful calm. At length 
a solitary voice was heard in the block. . Its tmes 
were deep, solemn, and imploring. The fierce be- 
ings who surrounded the glowing pile bent forward 
to listen, for their quick faculties caught the first 
sounds that were audible. It was Mark Heathcote 
pouring out his spirit in prayer. The petition was 
fervent, but steady, and though uttered in words 
that were unintelligible to those without, they knew 
enough of the practices of the Colonists, to be 
aware that it was the chief of the Pale-face^ hold- 
ing communion with his Grod. Partly in awe, and 
partly in doubt of what might be the consequences 
of so mysterious an asking, the dark crowd with- 
drew to a^ little distance, and silently watched the 
progress of the destruction. They had heard strange 
sayings of the power of the Deity of their invaders, 
and as their victims appeared suddenly to cease 
using any of the known means of safety, they ap- 
peared to expect, perhaps they did expect, some 
unequivocal manifestation of the power of the 
Great Spirit of the stranger. 

Still no sign of pity, no relenting from t)ie ruth- 
less barbarity of their warfare^ escaped any of the 
assailants. If they thought at all of the temporal 
fate of those who might still exist witliin the fiery 
pile, it was only to indulge in some passing regret, 
that the obstinacy of the defence had deprived them 
of the glory of bearing the usual bloody tokens of 
victory, in triumph to their villages. But even 
these peculiar and deeply-rooted feelings were for- 
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eotten, as the prepress ' of the flames placed the 
hope of its indulgence beyond all possibility. 

The roof of the block rekindled, and, by the light 
that shone through the loops, it was but too evident 
the interior was in a blaze. Once or twice, smoth- 
ered sounds came out of the place, as if suppressed 
shrieks were escaping the females ; but they ceased 
so suddenly as to leave doubts among the auditors, 
whether it were more than the deception of their 
#own excited fancies. The savages had witnessed 
many a similar scene of human suffering, but never 
one before in which death was met by so uninoved 
a calmnessc The serenity that reigned in the blaz- 
ing Ulock communicated to them a feeling of awe ; 
and when the pile came a tumbling and blackened 
mass of ruins to the earth, they avoided the place, 
like men that dreaded the vengeance of a Deity 
who knew how to infuse so deep a sentiment of re- 
signation in th6 breasts of his worshippers. 

Though the yells of victory were again heard in 
the valley tha^t night, and though the sun had arisen 
before the conquerors deserted the hill, but few of 
the band found resolution to approach the smoul- 
dering pile, where they had witnessed so impressive 
an exhibition of Christian fortitude. The few that 
did draw near, stood around the spot rather in the 
reverence with which an Indian visits the graves 
of the just, than in the fierce rejoicings with which 
he is known to glut his revenge over a fallen enemy. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



^'WhatariB these, 
So withered, and so wild in their attire ; ' 
Th%i look not like the inhabitants o^ earth. 
And yet are on't?" 

Macbstji. 



That sternness of the season, which has already- 
been mentioned in these pagesj^s never of long 
contijjuance in the month of April. A change in 
the wind had been noted by the hmiters, even be- 
fore they retired from their range among the hills ; 
and though tdo seriously occupied to pay close at- 
tention to the prepress of the thaw, more than one 
of the young men had found occasion to reipark, 
that the final breakine up of the winter had arrived. 
Long ere the scene of the preceding chapter reach- 
ed its height, the southern winds had mingled with 
the heat of the conflagration. Warm airs, that had 
been following the course of the Gulf Stream, were 
driven to the land, and, sweeping over the narrow 
island that at this point forms the advanced work 
of the continent, but a few short hours had passed 
before they destroyed every chilling remnant of the 
dominion of winter. Warm, bland, and rushing in 
torrents, the, subtle currents penetrated the forests, 
melted the snows from the fields, and as all alike 
felt the genial influence, it appeared to bestow a 
renovated existence on man and beast. With morn- 
ing, therefore, a landscape very different from that 
last placed before the mind of the reader, present- 
ed itself in the valley 'of the Wish-Ton- Wish. 

The winter had entirely disappeared, and as the 
buds had begun to swell under the occasional warmth 
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of the spring, one ignorant of the past would not 
have supposed that the advance of the season had 
heen subject to so stern an raterruption. But the 
prineipa} and* most melancholy change was m the 
more artificial parts of the view. Instead of those 
si^iple and happy habitations which had crowned 
the little eminence, there remained only a mass of 
blackened and charred ruins. A few abused and 
half-destroyed articles of household furniture lay 
scattered on the sides of the hill, and, here and 
there, a dozen palisadoes, favored by some acci- 
dental cause, had partially escaped the flames. 
Eight or ten massiVe and (Jhreary-looking stacks of 
chimneys rose out of the smoking piles. In the cen- 
tre of the desolation was the st<Mie basement of the 
block-house, on which still stood a few gloomy meisses 
of the timber, resembling coal. The naked and un- 
supported shaft of the well reared its circular pil- 
lar from the centre, looking like a dark monument 
of the past. The wide ruin of the out-buildings 
blackened one side of the clearing, and, in different 
places, the fences, like radii diverging from the com- 
mon centre of destruction, had led off the flames 
into the fields. A few domestic animals ruminated in 
the back-ground, and even the feathered inhabit- 
ants of the barns still kept aloof, as if warded by 
their instinct that danger lurked around the site of 
their ancient abodes, m all other respects, the view 
was calm, and lovely as ever. The sun shone from 
a sky in which no cloud was visible. The blandness 
of the winds, and the brightness of the heavens, 
lent an air of animation to even the leafless forest; 
and the white vapor, that continued to rise from the 
smouldering piles, floated high over the hills, as the 
peaceful smcSce of the cottage curled above its roof. 
The ruthless band which had occasioned this sud- 
den change was already far on the way to its vil- 
lages, or, haply, it sought some other scene of blood. 
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A skilful eye might have traced the route these 
fierce creatures of the woods had taken, by fences 
hurled from their places, 6r by the carcass of some 
animal that had fallen, in the wantonness of victory, 
beneath a parting bk)w. Of all "these wild beings, 
one cmly remained; and he appeared to linger at 
the spot in the indulgence of feelings that were ibr- 
eign to those passions that had so recently stinred 
the bosoms of his comrades. 

It was with a slow, noiseless step that the solitary 
loiterer moved about the scene of destruction. He 
was first seen treading, with a thoughtful air, among 
the ruins of the buildings that>ad formed^be quad- 
rangle, and then, seemingly led by ap interest in the 
fate of those who had so miserably perished, he 
drew nearer to the pile in its centre. The nicest 
and most attentive ear could not have detected the 
fall of his foot, as thejndian placed it within the 
gloomy circle of the riSed waU ; nor is the breath- 
ing of the infant less audible, than the manner in 
which he drew breath, while standing in a place so 
lately consecrated by the agony and martyrdom of 
a Christian family. It was the boy called Mianto- 
nimoh, seeking some melancholy memorial of those 
with whom he had so long dwelt in amity, if not in 
confidence. ' 

One skilled in the history of savage passions might 
have found a clue to the workings of the mind of 
the youth, in the play of his speaking features. As 
his dark glittering eye rolled over the smouldering 
fragments, it seemed to search keenly for some ves- 
tige of the human form. The element however had 
done its work too greedily, to have left many visible 
memoricilsof its fury. An object resembling that 
be sought, however, caught his glance, and stepping 
Kehtly to the spot where it lay, he raised the bone 
of a powerful arm from the brands. The flashing 
of his eye, as it lighted on this sad object, was wild 
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and exulting, like that of the savage when he first 
feels the fierce joy of glutted vengeance; but gentler 
recollections came with the gaze, and kinder feel- 
ings evidently usurped the place of the hatred he 
had been taught to bear a race, who were so fast 
sweeping his people from the earth. The relic fell 
from his hand, and had Ruth been there to witness 
the melancholy and relenting shade that clouded his 
swarthy features, she might have found pleasure in 
the certainty that all her kindness had not been 
wasted. 

Regret soon gave place to awe. To the imagina- 
tion of the Indian, it seemed as if a still voic^, like 
that which is believed to issue from the grave, was 
heard in the place. Bending his body forward, he 
listened with the intensity and acuteness of a sav- 
age. He thought the smothered tones of Mark 
Heathcote were again- audible, holding communion 
with his God. The chisel of the Grecian would have 
loved to delineate the attitudes and ipovements of 
the wondering boy, as he slowly and reverently 
withdrew from the spot. His look was riveted on 
the vacancy where the upper apartments of the 
block had stood, and where he had last seen the 
family, calling, in their extremity, on their Deity 
for aid. Imagination still painted the victims, in 
their burning pile. For a minute longer, during 
which brief space the young Indian probably ex- 
pected to see some vision of the Pale-faces, did he 
linger near ; and. then, with a musing air and soften- 
ed mind, he trod lightly along the path which led 
on the trail of his people. When his active form 
reached the boundary of the forest, he again paused, 
and taking a final gaze at the place where fortune 
had made him a witness to so much domestic peace 
and of so much sudden misery, his form was quickly 
swallowed in the gloom of his native woods. 
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Th^ work of the savages now seemed complete. 
An effectual check appeared to be placed to the 
furtherprogress of civilization in the ill-fated valley 
of the Wish-Ton-wish. Had nature been left tb its 
own work, a few. years would have covered the 
deserted clearing with its ancient vegetation ; and 
half a century would have again buried th^ whole 
of its quiet glades, in the shadows of the forest. 
But it was otherwise decreed. 

The sun had reached the mef idian, and the hostile 
band had been gone some hours, before aught oc- 
curred likely to affect this seeming decision oiProv- 
idence. To one acquainted with the recent horrors, 
the breathing of the airs oyer the ruina might have 
passed for the whisperings of departed spirits. In 
short, it appeared as if the silence of the wildferness 
4iad once more resumed its_reign, when it was sud- 
denly though slightly interrupted.^ A movement was 
made within the ruina of the block. It sounded as 
if billets of wood were gradually and cautiously 
displaced, an& then a human head was reared slow- 
ly, and with marked suspicion, above the shaft of 
the well. The wild and unearthly air of this seeming 
spectre, was in keeping with the rest of the scene. 
A face begrimed with smoke and stained with blood, 
a head bound in some fragment of a soiled dress, 
and eyes that were glaring in a species of dull 
horror, were objects in unison wjth all the other 
frightful accessories of the place. 

" What seest thou ?" demanded a deep voice from 
within the walls of the shaft. "Shall we again 
come to our weapons, or have the agents of Moloch 
departed ? Speak, entranced youth ! what dost be- 
hold?" 

" A sight to make a wolf weep !" returned Eben 
Dudley, raising his large frame so as to stand erect 
on the shaft, where he commanded a bird's-eye view 
of most of the desolation of the valley. " Evil though 
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it be, we may not say that forewarning signs have 
been withheld. But what is the cunningest man, 
when mortal wisdom is weighed in the scale against 
the craft of devils ? Come forth ! Belial hath done 
his worst, and we have a breathing-time." 

The sounds, which issued still deeper from the 
well, denoted the satisfaction with which this in- 
telligence was received, no less than the alacrity 
with which the summons of t^e borderer was obey- 
ed. Sundry blocks of wood and short pieces of plsink 
were first passed, with care, up to the hands of 
Dudley, who cast them, like useless lumber, among 
the other ruins of the building. He then descended 
from his perch, andmade room for otheiil to follow. 

The stranger next arose. After him came Content, 
the Puritan, Reuben Ring, and, in short, all the 
youths, with the exception of those who had un- 
happily fallen in the contest. After these had 
mounted, and each in turn had leaped to the ground, 
a Very brief preparation served for i^^ liberation 
of the more feeble of body. The readiness of border 
skill soon sufficed to arrange the necessary means. 
By the aid of chains and buckets, Ruth and the little 
Martha, Faith and all of the handmaidens, without 
even one ojception, were successively drawn from 
the bowels of the earth, and restored to the light 
of day. It is scarcely necessary to say to those 
whom experience has best fitted to judge of such an 
achievement, that no great time or liabor was neces- 
sary for its accomplishment. 

It is not our intention to harass the feelings of 
the reader, further than is required by a simple 
narrative of the incidents of the legend. We shall 
therefore say nothing of the bodily pain, or of the 
mental alarm, by which this ingenioiiKpetreat from 
the flames and the tomahawk had been effected. 
The suffering was chiefly confined to apprWiension; 
for as the descent was easy, so had the readiness 
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and ingenuity of the young men found means, by 
the aid of articles of furniture fii*st cast into the' 
shaft, and by well-secured fragments of the floors 
properly placed across, both to render the situation 
of the females and children less painful than might 
at first be supposed, and effectually to protect them 
from the tumbling block. But little of the latter, 
however, was likely to affect their safety, as the 
form of the building was, in itself, a sufficient se- 
curity against the fall of its heavier parts. 

The meeting of the family, amid the desolatioa 
of the valley, though relieved by the consciousne^ 
of having escaped a more shocking fate, may easily 
be imagii^id. The first act wat to render brief but 
solenm thanks for their deliverance, and then, with 
the promptitude of people trained in hardship, their 
attention was given to those measures which pru- 
dence told them were yet necessary, 

A few of the more active and experienced of the 
youths were dispatched, in order to ascertain the 
direction taken by the Indians, and to gain what, 
intelligence they might concerning their future 
movements. The maidens hastened to collect the 
kine, while others searched, with heavy hearts, 
among the ruins, in quest of such articles of food 
and comfort as could be found, in order to administer 
to the first wants of nature. 

Two hours had effected most of that which could 
immediately be done, in these several pursuits. The 
young men returned with the assurance that the 
trails announced the certain and final retreat of 
the savages. The cows had yielded their tribute, 
and such provision had been made against hunger 
as circumstances would allow. The arms had been 
examined, J|tf put, as far as the injuries they had 
received wdHd admit, in readiness for instant service. 
A few tv^ty preparations had been made, in order 
to protect the females against the cool airs of the 
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comiAg night ; and, in short, all was done thtU the 
intelligence of a border-man could suggest, or his 
exceeding readiness in expedients could in so brief 
a space supply. 

The sun began to fall towards the tops of the 
beeches that crowned the western outline of the 
view, before all these necessary arrangements were 
ended. It was not till then, however, that Reuben 
Ring, accompanied by another youth of emial ac- 
tivity and courage, appeared before the Puritan, 
equipped, as well as men in their situation might 
be, ior a journey through the forest. 

"Go," said the old religionist, when the youths 
presented themselves before him; "Go; carry forth 
the tidings of this visitation, that inen come to our 
succor. 1 ask not vengeance on the deluded and 
heathenish imitators of -the worshippers of Molocli. 
They have ignofantly done this evil. Let no man 
arm in behalf of the wrongs of one sinful and erring.* 
Rather let them look into the secret abominations 
of their own hearts, in order that they crush the 
living worm, which, by gnawing on the seeds of a 
healthful hope, may yet destroy the fruits of the 
promise in their own souls. I would that there be 
profit in this example of divine displeasure. Go; 
make the circuit of the settlements for some fifty 
miles, and bid such of the neighbors as may be 
spared, come to our aid. They shall be welcome ; 
and may it be long ere any of them send invitation 
to me or mine, to enter their clearings on the like 
melancholy duty. Depart, and bear in mind, that 
you are messengers of peace; that your errand 
toucheth not the feelings of vengeance, but that it 
is succor, in all fitting reason, and no arming of the 
hand to chase the savage to his retreats, that I ask 
of the brethren." 

With this final admonition, the young men took 
their leaves. Still it was evident, by their frowning 
20* 
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browQ and compressed lips, that some part of its 
forgiving principle might be forgotten, should chance, 
in their journey, bring them on the trail of any 
wandering inhabitant of the forest. In a few min- 
utes, they were seen passing, with swift steps, from 
the firids into the depths of the forest, along, that 

?ath which led to the towns that lay lower on the 
Connecticut. 

. Another, task still remained to be performed In 
making the temporary arrangements for the shelter 
of the family, attention had been first paid to the 
block-house. The walls of the basement of this 
building were still standing, and it was found easy, 
by means of half-burnt tin^bers, with an occasional 
board that had escaped the conflagration, to cover 
it, in a manner that offered a temporary protection 
against the weather. This simple and hasty con- 
struction, with an extremely inartificial office erect* 
"ed around the stack of a chimpey, embraced nearly 
all that could be done, until time and assistance 
should enable them to commence other dwelhngs. 
In clearing the ruins of the little tower of its rub- 
bish, 4he remains of those who had perished in the 
fray were piously collected. The boay of the youth 
who had cfied in the earlier hours of the attack, 
was found, but half-consumed, in the court, and 
the bones of two more, who fell within the block, 
were collected from among the ruins. It had now 
become a melancholy duty to consign them all to 
the earth, with decent solemnity. 

The time selected for this sad office was just as 
the western horizon began to glow with that which 
one of our own poets has so beautifully termed, 
"the pomp that brings and shuts the day." The sun 
was in the tree-tops, and a softer or sweeter light 
could not haye been chosen for such a ceremony. 
Most of the fields still lay in the soft brightness of 
the hour, though the forest was rapidly getting the 
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more obscure look of night. A broad and gloomy 
margin was spreading from the boundary of the 
woods, and, here and there, a solitary tree cast its 
shadow on the meadows without its limits, throw- 
ing a dark ragged line, in bold relief, on the glow 
of the sun's rays. One, it was the dusky image of a 
high and waving pine, that reared its dark green 
pyramid of never-fading foliage nearly a hundred 
feet above the humbler growth of beeches, cast its 
shade to the side of the eminence of the block. 
*Here the pointed extremity of the shadow was seen, 
stealing slowly towards the open grave, — an em- 
blem of that oblivion in which its humble tenants . 
were so shortly to be wrapped. 

At this spot, Mark H&ithcote and his remaining 
companions had assembled. An oaken chair, saved 
from the flames, was the seat of the father ; and 
two parallel benches, formed of planks placed on 
stones, held the other members of the family. The 
grave lay between. The patriarch had taken his 
station at one of its ends ; while the stranger, so 
often named in these pages, stood with folded arms 
and a thoughtful- brow at the other. The bridle of 
a horse, caparisoned in that imperfect manner which 
the straitened means of th^ borderers now rendered 
necessary, was hanging from one of the half-burnt 
palisadoes, in the back-ground. 

" A just, but a merciful hand hath been laid heav- 
ily on my household ;" commenced the old Puritan, 
with the calmness of one who had long been accus- 
tomed to chasten his regrets by humility. " He 
that hath given freely, hath taken away ; and one, 
that hath long smiled upon my weakness, hath now 
veiled his face in anger. I have known him in his 
power to bless; it was meet that I should see him 
in his displeasure. A heart that was waxing confi- 
dent would have hardened in its pride. At that 
which hath befallen, let no man murmur. Let none 
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imitate the speech of her who spoke foolishly: * What! 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil V I would that the feeble-iriin<t- 
ed of the world, they that jeopard the soul oo van- 
ities, they that look with scorn on the neediness of 
the flesh, might behold the riches of one stedfast. 
I would that they might know the consolation of 
the righteous ! Let the voice of thanksgiving be 
heatd in the wilderness. Open thy mouths in praise, 
that the gratitude of a penitent be not hid !" 

As the deep tones of the speaker ceased, his st6rn 
eye fell upon the features of the nearest youth, 
and it seemed to demand an audible response to his 
own lofty expression of resignation. But the sa- 
crifice exceeded the power of the individual to 
whom had been made this silent, but intelligible, 
appeal. After regarding the relics that lay at his 
feet, casting a wandering glance at the desolation 
which had swept over a place his own hand had 
helped to decorates and receiving a renewed con- 
sciousness of his own bodily suffering in the shooting 
pain of his wounds, the young borderer averted his 
look, and seemed to recoil from so officious a display 
of submission. Observing his inability to reply, 
Mark continued. — 

"Hath no one a voice to praise the Lord ? The 
bands ^f the heathen have fallen upon my herds; 
the brand hath been kindled within my dwellings ; 
my people have died by the violence of the unen- 
lightened, and none are here to say that the Lord 
is just ! I would that the shouts of thanksgiving 
shcKild arise in my fields ! I would that the song of 
praise should grow louder than the whoop of the 
savage, and that all the land might speak jpyful- 
nessl" 

A long, deep, and expecting pause succeeded. 
Then Content rejoined, in his quiet tones, speaking 
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firmly, but with the modest utterance he rarely 
failed to use- — 

"The hand that hath held the balance is just,'* 
he said, " and we have bee;i found wanting. He 
that made the wilderness blossom hath caused the 
-ignorant and the barbarous to be the instruments of 
his will. He hath arrested the season of our pros- 
perity, th&t we may know he is the Lord. He hath 
spoken in the whirlwind, but his mercy granteth 
that our- ears shall know his voice." 

As his son ceased, a gleam of satisfaction shot 
across the countenance of the Puritan. His eye 
next turned inquiringly towards Ruth, who sate 
among her maidens the image of womanly sorrow. 
Q)mmpn interest seemed to still the breathing of 
the little assembly, and sympathy was quite as active 
as cuiiosity, when each one present suffered a glance 
to steal towards her benignant but pallid face. The 
eye of the mother was gazing earnestly, but with 
out a tear, on the melancholy spectacle before her. 
It unconsciously sought, among the dried and shriv- 
elled remnants of mortality that lay at her feet, 
some relic of the cherub she had lost. A shudder 
and struggle followed, after which her gentle voice 
breathed so low that those nearest her person could 
scarce distinguish the words — 

** The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be his holy name !'^ 

" Now know I that he who hath smote me is mer 
ciful, for he chasteneth them he loveth," said Mark 
Heathcote, rising with dignity to address his house- 
hold. " Our life is a life of pride. The young are 
wont to wax insolent, while he of many yesu's saith 
to his own heart, ' it is good to be here.' There is a 
feaifal mystery in one who sitteth on high. The 
herf^ehs are his throne, and he hath created the 
earth for his footstool. Let not the vanity of the 
weak of mind presume to understand it, for * who 
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that hath the breath of life, lived before the;hilb?' 
The bonds of the evil one, of Satan, and of the sons 
of Belial, have been loosened, that the faith of the 
elect may be purified, that the^names of those writ- 
ten, since the foundations of the earth were laid, 
may be read in letters of pure gold. The time of 
man is but a moment in the reckoning of him whose 
life is eternity ; earth the habitation of* a season ! 
The bones of the bold, of the youthful, and of the 
strong of yesterday, lie at our feet. None know 
what an hour may bring forth. In a single night, 
my children, hath this be€n done. They whose 
voices were heard in my halls are now speechless, 
and they who so lately rejoiced are sorrowing. Yet 
hath this seeming evil been ordered that good may 
come thereof We are dwellers in a wild and dfe- 
tant land," he continued, insensibly permitting his 
thoughts to incline tpwards the more mournful 
details of their affliction ; " our earthly home is afar 
off. Hither have we been led by the flaming pillar 
of truth, and yet the malice of the persecuters hath 
not forgotten to follow. One houseless, and sought 
like th^ hunted deer, i^ again driven to flee. We 
have the canopy of the stars for a roof; none may 
tarry longer to worship, secretly, within our walls. 
But the path of the faithful, though full of thorns, 
leadeth to quiet, and the final rest of the just man 
can never know alarm. He that hath borne hunger, 
and thirst, and the pains of the flesh, for the sake 
of truth, knoweth how to be satisfied ; nor will the 
hours of bodily suffering be accounted weary to him 
whose goal is the peace of the righteous." The 
strong lineaments of the stranger grew even more 
than usually austere, and as the Puritan continued, 
the hand which rested on the handle of a jktol 
grasped the weapon, until the fingers seemed inBfed- 
ded in the wood. He bowed, however, as if to ac- 
knowledge the personal allusion, and remained silent. 
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" If any mourn the early death of those who have 
rendered up their being, struggling, as it may be 
permitted, in behalf of life and dwelling," continued 
Mark Heathcote, regarding a female near him, "let 
her remember, that from the beginning of the v^orld 
were his days numbered, and that not a sparrow 
falleth without answering the ends of wisdom 
Rather Jet the fulfilment of things remind us of th 
vanity of life, that we may learn how easy it is to 
become immortal. If the youth hath been cut down, 
seemingly like unripened grass, he hatjjj fallen by 
the sickle of one who knoweth best when to begin 
the in-gathering of the harvest to his eternal gamers. 
Though a spirit bound unto his, as one feeble is 
wont to lean on the strength of man and mourn 
over his fall, let her sorrow be mingled with rejoic- 
ing." A convulsive sob broke out of the bosom of 
the handmaiden who was known to have been affi 
anced to one of the dead, and for a moment the 
address of Mark was interrupted. But when silence 
again ensued, he continued, the subject leading him, 
by a transition that was natural, to allude to his own 
sorrows. " Death hath been no stranger in my habita- 
tion," he said. " His shaft fell heaviest, when it struck 
her, who, like those that have here fallen, was in the 
pride of her youth, and when her soul was clad with 
the first joy of the birth of a man-child I Thou who 
sittest on high !" he added, turning a glazed and tear- 
less eye to heaven ; " thou knowest how heavy was that 
blow, and thou hast written down the strivings of an 
oppressed soul. The, burthen was not found too heavy 
for endurance. The sacrifice hath not sufficed ; the 
world was again getting uppermost in my heart. 
Thou didst bestow an image of that innocence and 
loveliness that dwelleth in the skies, and this hast 
thou taken away, that we might know thy power. 
To this judgment we bow. If thou hast called our 
child to the mansions of blise, she is wholly thine. 
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and we presume not to complain ; but if thou hast 
still left ner to wander further in the pilgrimage of 
life, we confide in thy goodness. She is of a long- 
sufiering race, and thou wilt not ^esert her to the 
blindness of the heathen. She is thine, she is wholly 
thine, Ki»g of Heaven I and yet hast thou permit- 
ted our hearts to yearn towards her, with the fond- 
' ness of earthly love. We await some further mani- 
festation of thy will, that we may know whether 
the fountains of our afiection shall be dried in the 
certainty o£ her blessedness — ^ (scalding tears were 
rolling down the cheeks of the pallid and immovable 
mother) " or whether hope, nay, whether duty to 
thee calleth for the interference of those bound to 
her in the tenderness of the flesh. When the blow 
was heaviest on the bruised spirit of a lone and sol- 
itary wanderer, in a strange and savage land, he 
held not back the offspring it was thy will to grant 
him in the place of her called to thyself; and now 
that the child hath become a man, he too lajreth, 
Hke Abraham of old, the infant of his love, a willing 
offering at thy feet. Do with it as to thy never-failing 
wisdom seemeth best." — ^The words were interrupt- 
ed by a heavy groan, that burst from the chest of 
Content. A deep silence ensued, but when the as- 
sembly ventured to throw looks of sympathy and 
awe at the bereaved father, they saw that he had 
arisen and stood gazing steadily at the speaker, as if 
he wondered, equally with the others, whence such 
a sound of suffering could have come. The Puritan 
renewed the subject, but Ws voice faltered, and for 
an instant, as he proceeded, his hearers were op- 
pressed With the spectacle of an aged and dignified 
man shaken with grief. G)nscious^f his weakness, 
the old man ceased speaking in exhortation, and 
addressed himseirto prayer. While thus engaged, 
his tones again became clear, fiitn and distinct, and- 
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the petition was ended in the midst of a deep and 
holy caUn. 

With the pel'foriBance of this preliminary office, 
the simple ceremony was brought to its close. The 
remains were lowered, in solemn ^ence, into the 
grave, and the earth was so<m replaced by the young 
men. Mark Heathcote then invdked aloud the hless- 
ing of God on his household, and bowing in person, 
as he had before done in spirit, to the will of Heaven, 
he motioned to the fwnily to withtbraw. 

The interview that succeeded was over the rest- 
ing-place of the de^d. The hand of the stranger 
was firmlv clenched in that of the Puritan, and the 
stern self-command of both appeared to give way, 
before the regrets of a friendship that had endured 
through so many trying scenes. 

"Thou knowest that I may not tarry," said the 
former, as if he replied td some ejypressed wish of 
his companion. " They would make me a sacrifice 
to the Moloch of their vanities ; and yet would I 
fain abide, until the weight of this hea\T blow may 
be forgotten. I found thee in peace, anal quit thee 
in the depths of suffering !"- 

"Thou distrustest me, or thou dost injustice to 
thine own belief," interrupted the Puritan, with a 
smile, that shone on his haggard and austere visage, 
as the rays of the setting sun light a wintry cloud. 
" Seemed I happier when this hand placed that of 
a loved bride mto mine own, than thou now seest 
me in this wilderness, houseless, stripped of my 
wealth, and, God forgive the ingratitude 1 but I had 
almost said, childless ? No, indeed, thou mayest not 
tarry, for the blood-hounds of tyranny will be on 
their scent ; here is shelter no longer." 
" The eyes of both turned, by a common aiid mel- 
ancholy feeling, towards the ruin of the block. lf:h& 
stranger then pressed the hand of his friend in both 
his own, and said in a struggling voice — 
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** Mark Heathcote^ adieu I he that had a roof for 
the persecuted wanderer shall not long be houseless ; 
neither shall the resigned for ever know sorrow." 

His words sounded in the ears of his companion 
like the revelati<Mi of a prophecy. They again 
pressed their bands i;ogetber^ and, regarding each 
other with looks in which kindness could not be al- 
together smothered by the repulsive character of an, 
acquired air, thejr parted. The Puritan slowly todk 
his way to the dreary shelter which covered his fam- 
ily; while the stranger was shortly after seen urging 
the- beast he had mounted, across the pastures of the 
valley, towards one of the most retired paths of <he 
wilderness. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



^Together towards the village then we walked, 
And of old friends and places mnch we talked : 
And who had died, who left them, would he tell ; 
And who still in their father's mansion dwell.*^ 

Dana. 



We leave the imagination of the reader to sup- 
ply an interval of several years. Before the thread 
of the narrative shall be resumed, it will be neces- 
sary to take another hasty view of the conditicm of 
the country in which the scene of our legend had 
place. 

The exertions of the provincials were no longer 
limited to the first efforts of a colonial existence. 
The establishments of New-England had passed the 
ordeal of experiment, and were become permanent. 
Massachusetts was already populous ; and Connecti- 
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cut, the colony with which we have more immedi- 
ate comiexion, was sufficiently peopled to manifest 
a -portion of that enterprise which has since made 
her active little conMnunity so remarkable. The 
effectis of these increased exerti(»is were becoming 
extensively visible ; and we shall endeavor to set one 
of these changes, as distinctly as our feeble powers 
will allow, before the^ eyes of those who read these 
pages. 

When compared ivith the progress of society in 
the other hemisphere, the condition of what is call- 
ed, in America, a new settlement, becomes anoma- 
lous. There, the arts of life have been the fruits 
of an intelligence that has pr<^ressively accumu- 
lated with the advancement of civilization ; while 
here, improvement is, in a great degree, the conse- 
quence of experience elsewhere acquired. Neces- 
sity, prompted by an understanding of its wants, 
incited by a commendable spirit of emulation, and 
encouraged by liberty, early gave birth to those 
improvements which have converted a wilderness 
into the abodes of abundance and security, with a 
rapidity that wears the appearance of magic. In- 
dustry has wrought with the confidence of know- 
ledge, and the result has been peculiar. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that, in a country 
where the laws favw all commendable enterprise, 
where unnecessary artificial restrictions are un- 
known, and where the hand of man has not yet 
exhausted its efforts, the adventurer is allowed the 
greatest freedom of choice, in selecting the field of 
"his enterprise. The agriculturist passes the heath 
and the barren, to seat himself on the river-bottom; 
the trader looks for the site of demand and supply, 
and the artisan quits his native village to seek em- 

f>loyment in situations where labor will me.et its 
iillest reward It is a cpnsequence of this extraor- 
dinary freedom oi election, that, while the great 
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picture of American society ^as been sketched with 
so much boldness, a large portion of the filling-up 
still remains to be done. The emigrant has consult- 
ed his immediate interests ; and, while no very ex- 
tensive and profitable territory ^ . throughout the 
whole of our immense possessions, has been wholly 
s neglected, neither has- any particular district yet 
attained the finish of improvement. The city is, 
even now, seen in the wilderness, and the wilder- 
ness often continues near the city, while the latter 
is sending forth its swarms to distant scenes of in- 
dustry. After thirty years of fostering care on the 
part of the government, the Capital, itself, presents 
its distjointed and sickly villages, in the centre of 
the deserted * old-fields' of Maryland, while number- 
less youthful rivals are flourishing on the waters of 
the West, in spots where the bear has ranged and 
the wolf howled, long^ since the former has been 
termed a city. 

Thus it is that high civilizaticm, a state of Infant 
existence, and positive barbarity, are often brought 
so near each other, within the borders of this re- 
public. The traveller, who has passed the night 
in an inn that would not disgrace the oldest country 
in Europe, may be compelled to dine in the shantee* 
of a hunter ; the smooth and gravelled road some- 
times ends in an impassable swamp ; the spires of 
the town are ofteti hid by the branches of a tangled 
forest, and the canal leads to a seemingly barren 
and unprofitable mountain. He that does not return 
to see what another year may bring forth, common^ 



* Shanty^ or Shantte^ is a if^ord mach used in the newer settle- 
^ ments. It strictly means a rude cabin of bark and brush, such as 
is often erected in the forest for temporary purposes. But the 
borderers oflen quaintly apply it to their own habitations. The 
only derivation which the writer has heard for this American 
word, is one that supposes it to be a corruption of Chienti^ a tena 
said to be used among the CanHdians to express a dog-kennel. 
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bears away from these scenes, recollections that 
conduce to eiTor. To «ee America with the eyes of 
truth; it is necessary to look often ; and in order to 
understand the actual condition of these states, it 
should be remembered, that it is equally xmjust to 
believe that all the intermediate points partake of 
the improvements of particular places, as to infer 
the want of civilization at more remote establish- 
ments, from a few unfavorable facts gleaned near 
the centre. By an accidental concurrence of moral 
and physical causes, much of that equality,which 
distinguishes the institutions of the country is ex- 
tended to the progress of society over its whole 
surface. 

Although the impetus of improvement was not 
as great in the time of Mark Heathcote as in our 
own days, the principle of its power was actively in 
existence. Of this fact we shall furnish a sufficient 
evidence, by pursuing our intention of describing 
one of those changes to which allusion has already 
been made. 

The reader will remember that the age of which 
we write had advanced into the last quarter of the 
seventeenth century. The precise moment at which 
the action of the tale must re-commence, was that 
period of the day when the gray of twilight was 
redeeming objects from the deep darkness with 
which the night draws to its close. The month was 
June, and the scen^^uch as it may be necessary to 
describe with some particularity. 

Had there been light, and bad one been favorably 
placed to enjoy a bird's-eye view of the spot, he 
would have seen a broad and undulating field of 
leafy forest, in which the various deciduous trees 
of New-England were relieved by the deeper ver- 
dure of occasional masses of evei^reens. In the 
centre of this swelling and nearly interminable out- 
line of woods, was a valley that spread between 
21* 
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three low mouittaiiis. Over the bottom-land, for tke 
distance of several miles, all the signs of ft settle* 
ment in a state of rapid and prosperous improve^ 
ment were visible. The devious course of a deep 
and swift brook, that in the other hemisphere would 
have been termed a river, was to be traced through 
the meadows by its borders of toUow and sumadi. 
At a point near the centre of the valley, the waters 
had been arrested by a small dam; and a mill, whose 
wheel at that early hour was without motion, stood 
on the artificial mound. Near it was the site of a 
New-England hamlet. 

The number of dwellings in the village might 
have been forty. They were, as usual, constructed 
of a firm frame-work, neatly covered with sidings 
of boards. There was a surprising air of equaUty 
in the general aspect of the houses ; and, if there 
were question of any country but our own, it might 
be added there was an unusual appearance of com- 
fort and abundance in even the humblest of them 
all. They were mostly of two low stories, the su- 
perior overhanging the inferior, by a foot or two; 
a mode of construction much in use in the earlier 
days of the Eastern Colonies. As paint was but 
little used at that time, none of the buildings ex- 
hibited a color different from that the wood would 
naturally assume, after the exposure of a few years 
to the weather. Bach had its single chimney in the 
cen/^re of the roof^^ and but two or thifee showed 
more than a solitary window on each side of the . 
principal or outer door. In front of every dwelling 
was a small neat court, in green sward, separated 
from the public road by a light fence of deal. Double- 
rows of young and vigorous elms lined each side of 
the wide street, while an enormous sycamore still 
kept possession of the spot, in its centre, which it 
had occupied when the white man entered the 
forest. Beneath the shade of this tree the inhabit- 
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ants often collected^ to gather tidiogs of each other's 
i^^elfare, Or to listen to some matter of interest that 
rumor had borne from the towns nearer tlie sea. 
A narrow and little-used wheel-track ran, with a 
graceful and sinuous route, through the centre of 
the wide and grassy street. Reduced in appearance 
to little more than a bridle-path, it was to be 
traced, without the hamlet, between high fences 
of wood, for a mile or two, to the points where it 
entered the forest Here and there, roses were 
pressing through the openings of the fences before 
the doors of the different habitations, and bushes 
of fragrant lilacs stood in the angles of most of the 
courts. 

The dwellings were detached. Each occupied 
its own insulated plot of ground, with a garden in 
its rear.- The out-buildings were thrown to that 
distance which the cheapness of land, and security 
from fire, rendered both easy and expedient. 

The chunch stood in the centre of the highway, 
and near one end of the hamlet. In the exterior 
and ornaments of the important temple, the taste of 
the times had been fastidiously consulted, its form 
and simplicity furnishing no slight resemblance to 
t]^e self-denying doctrines and quaint humors of the 
religionists who worshipped beneath its roof. The 
building, like alf the rest, was of wood, and^ exter- 
nally of two stories. It possessed a tower, without 
a spire; the former alone serving to betray its 
sacred character. In the construction of this edifice, 
especial care had been taken to eschew all devia- 
tions from direct lines ahd right angles. Those nar- 
row-arched passages for the admission of light, that 
are elsewhere so common, were then thought, by 
the stern moralists of New-England, to have some 
mysterious connexion with her of .the scarlet man- 
tle. The priest would as soon have thought of ap- 
pearing before his flock in the vanities of stole and 
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cassock, as the congregation of admitting the repu- 
diated ornaments into the outline of their severe 
architecture. Had the Genii of the Lamp suddenly 
exchanged the windows of the sacred edifice with- 
those of the inn that stood nearly opposite, the 
closest critic of the settlement; could never have 
detected, the liberty, since, in the'form, dimensiMis, 
and style of the two, there was no visible difference. 

A Httle inclosure, at no great distance from the 
church, and'on one side of the street, had been set 
apart for the final resting-place of those who had 
finished their race on earth. It contained but a soli- 
tary grave. 

The inn was to be distinguished from the sur- 
rounding buildings, by its superior size, an open 
horse-shed, and a sort of protruding air, with which 
it thrust itself on the line of the street, as if to in- 
vite the traveller to enter. A sign swung on a gal- 
lows-looking post, that, in consequence of frwty 
nights and warm da^s, had already deviated from 
the perpendicular. It bore a conceit that, at the 
first glance, might have gladdened the heart of a 
naturalist, With the belief that he had made the 
discovery of some unknown bird. The artist, how- 
ever, had sufficiently provided against the conse- 
quences of so embarrassing a blunder, by consider- 
ately writing beneath the oflfepring of nis pencil, 
"This is the sign of the Whip^oor-Will ;" a name, 
that the most unlettered traveller, in those regions, 
would be likely to know was vulgarly given to the 
Wish-Ton-Wish, or the American night-hawk. 

But few relics of the forest remained immediate- 
ly around the hamlet. The trees had lopg been 
^lled, and sufficient time had elapsed to remove 
most of the vestiges of their former existence. But 
as the eye receded from the cluster of buildings, 
the signs of more recent inroads on the wilderness 
became apparent, until the vi^w terminated with 
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openings, in which piled 1^ and mazes of felled 
trees announced the recent use of the axe. 

At that early day, the American hushandman, 
like the agriculturists of most of Europe, dwelt in 
his village. The dread of violence from the sav- 
ages had given ri^e to a custom similar to that 
which, centuries before, had been produced in the 
other hemisphere by the inroads of more pretending 
barbsCriams, and which, with few and dist^t excep- 
tions, has deprived rural scenery of a charm that, 
it would seem, time and a better condition of society 
are slow to repair. Some remains of this ancient 
practice are still to be traced in the portion of the 
Union of which we write, where, even at this day, 
the farmer often quits the village to seek his scat- 
tered fields in its neighborhood. Still, as man has 
never been the subject of a system here, and as 
each individual has always had the liberty of con- 
sulting his own temper, bolder spirits early began 
to break through a practice, by which quite as 
much was lost in convenience as was gained in se- 
curity. Even in the scene we have been describing, 
ten or twelve humble haWtations were distributed 
among the recent clearings on the sides of the 
mountains, and in situations too remote to promise 
much security against ^y sudden inroad of the 
common enemy, . 

For general protection, in cases of the last ex- 
tremity, however, a stockaded dwelling, not unlike 
that which we have had occasion to describe in our 
earlielr pages, stood in a convenient spot near the 
hamlet. Its defences were stronger a,uA more elab- 
orate than usual, the pickets being furnished with 
flanking block-houses; and^ in other respects, the 
building bore the aspect of a work equal to any re- 
sistance that miffht be required in the warfare of 
those regions. The ordinary habitation of the priest 
was within its gates ; and hither most of tb^e sick 
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were timely conveyed, in order to anticipate* the 
necessity of r^lmovals at more inconvenient moments. 
It is scarcely necessary to tell the American, that 
heavy wooden fences subdivided the whole of this 
little landscape into inclosures of some eight or ten 
acres in extent ; that, here and -there, cattle and 
flocks were grazing without herdsmen or shepherds, 
and that, while the fields nearest to the dwellings 
were beginning to assume the appearance of acare- 
ful and improved husbandry, those more remote be- 
- came gradually wilder and less cultivated, until the 
half-reclaimed openings, with their blackened stubs 
and barked trees, were blended with the gloom of 
the living forest. These are, more or less, the ac- 
companiments of every rural scene, in districts of 
the country where time has not yet eflected more 
than the first two stages of improvement. 

At the distance of a short half-mile from the for- 
tified house, or garrison, as by a singular corruption 
of terms the stockaded building was called, stood a 
dwelling of pretensions altogether superior to any 
in the hamlet. The buildings in question, though 
simple, w^re extensive ; and though scarcely other - 

' than such as might belong to an agriculturist in 
easy circumstances, still they were remarkable, in 
that settlement, by the comforts which time alone 
could accumulate, and some of which denoted an 
advanced condition for a frontier family. In short; 
there was an air about the establishment, as in the 
disposition of its out-buildings, in the superior work- 
manship, in the materials, and in numberless other 

* well-known circumstances, which went to show that 
the whole of the edifices were re-constructions. The 
fields near this habitation exhibited smootiier sur- 
faces than those in the distance ; the fences were 
lighter and less rude; the stumps had absolutely 
disappeared, and the gardens and homestead were 
well planted with flourishing fruit-trees. A conical 
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eminence arose, at a short distance^ in the rear of 
the principal dwelling. It was covered wit6 that 
beautiful and peculiar ornament of an American 
farm, a regular, thrifty, and luxuriant apple-orchard. 
Still, age had not given its full beauty to the plan- 
tation, which might have had a growth of gome 
eight or ten years. A blackened tower of stone, 
which sustained the charred ruins of a superstruc- 
ture of wood, though of no great height in itself, 
rose above the tallest of the trees, and stood a suf- 
ficient memorial of some scene of violence, in the 
brief history of the valley. There was also a small 
block-house near the habitation ; but, by the air of 
neglect that reigned abound, it was quite apparent 
the little wofk had been of a hurried construction, 
and of but temporary use. A few young plantations 
of fruit-trees were also to be seen in diffei^nt parts 
of the valley, which was beginning to Exhibit matiy 
other evidences of an improved agriculture. 

So far as all these artificial changes went, they 
were of an English character. But it was England 
devoid alike of its luxury and its poverty, and with 
a superfluity of space that gave to the meanest 
habitation in the view, an air of abundance and 
comfort that is so often wanting about the dwellings 
of the comparatively rich, in countries where man 
is foimd bearing a far greater numerical proportion 
to the soil, than was then, or is even now the case, 
in the regions of which we write. 



END OP VOL. I. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



